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Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President welcomed Mr.
Manzar Javed Ali, Managing Director, Mr. Mian Khalid-ur-
Rehman, Director Estate Management, Mr. Akram Jarral,
Regional Director, Punjab Small Industries Corporation,
Officers of the Department, distinguished guests and
members of Sialkot Chamber on February 19, 2020. He
informed that a number of issues pertaining to SIE — and
SIE — Il & Il (SEPZ) had been pending which were
necessary to be resolved to provide relief to the allottees
of the estates. He referred a meeting with Mr. Khalid-ur-
Rehman and hoped that the proposals had been shared
with the honourable Managing Director PSIC to provide
relief to the allottees of SIE — Il & III (SEPZ). He said that
Chamber was fully committed to early colonization of
zone but some steps were also required to be taken by
PSICtofacilitate the allottees.

Mr. Javaid Mehmood Sethi, Chairman, Board of
Management of SIE — Il & Ill (SEPZ) and Mr. M. Sohail
Asghar Baig, Chairman, Board of Management of SIE — |,
highlighted the issues. He shared that major problem
relating to SEPZ had been the development of
infrastructure. He informed that it had been committed
by the Government at three different occasions to get
approval of funds from the Government to develop
infrastructure but no funds had been approved till date
and development work had never been started. He told
about the ban on transfer of plots and related details.
While highlighting the reason of non-colonization of zone
in the past, he informed that there had been issues in the
implementation of Customs rules and regulations that
had discouraged investmentinthe SEPZ.

Dr. Muhammad Aslam Dar, Chairman, Departmental
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Committee on SIE / EPZ, Dr. Khurram Anwar Khawaja and
other members shared the primary objective of
establishment of PSIC was to provide incentives to
encourage industrialization, whereas, Department had
assumed the status of a tax collecting agency thereby
making realization of the real objective quite challenging.
PSIC had been the only engine of SME growth and
development in Punjab. They highlighted that other
countries had been offering lucrative incentives to attract
investments from Pakistan along with transfer of technical
knowhow and expertise, whereas, the role of the
Government of Pakistan had been highly discouraging,
which might ultimately lead to flight of the business and
the capital from Pakistan. Whereas, Mr. Manzar Javed Ali,
Managing Director also shared his reviews.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING DEPARTMENTAL

COMMITTEE ON FAIR & EXHIBITIONS/
DELEGATIONS

Meeting of Departmental Committee on Fairs &
Exhibitions/Delegations held on February 19, 2020. Mr.
Qaiser Baig Chairman Committee presided over the
meeting and said that the meeting was called to discuss
the selection of delegations of Japan and the USA. He
informed that 40 Applications for Japan and, 72
applications for USA delegation were received. He
informed that two applications were reverted due to lapse
of the deadline of the delegation, which could not be
entertained.
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MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Meeting of Departmental Committee on Religious and
Cultural Affairs was held on February 25, 2020; Mr.
Mohsan Gull welcomed all the committee members and
announced about the visit of the Honorable Sheikh Dr.
Abdul Rehman Al-Shaibi, Custodian of KHANA KABA at
Sialkot on February 28, 2020. It was the first time in
history, when such an honorable guests related to the
“Harmain Sharifain” were coming at the Sialkot Chamber
of Commerce & Industry. Chairman Committee shared
that all the arrangements of hosting these special guests
would be organized by M/S Townee Brothers. He told that
the Office Bearers were of the view to organize a graceful
event to welcome the guests at Sialkot Chamber. He
welcomed the Committee members for their valuable
suggestion in regard to arrange the said event.

Ch. Jalil Aslam, Mr. Atif Raza, Mr. Zaheer Amir, Prof. Azra
Sabtain Bukhari and other members shared their
suggestions about the organization of the event.
Members discussed about the arrival of guests, their
security arrangements, timings, pattern, media & sitting
arrangement of the event. They emphasized that a
memorable picture should be captured as a memory. It
was also suggested that guests would be requested to
make dua for the whole world to save them from COVID-
19. All the points regarding the arrangements were
discussed and duties had been assigned to the committee
members regarding the event.

SEMINAR ON
“LEAD GENERATION IN EXPORT"

Mr. Fizan Akbar, Chairman Departmental Committee on
SME/Training (Male) welcomed all the participants to
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attend the said seminar held on February 25, 2020. He
encouraged women for starting their own businesses and
emphasized for learning digital media marketing to sale
the products online. Whereas, Ms. Shabina Gillani,
Chairperson Departmental Committee on SME/Training
(Female) welcomed Mr. Ali Raza, Trainer and all the
members for the session. She shared that different
seminars were being arranged to educate all Startups
about business and its recent trends of local and
international market.

Mr. Ali Raza (Trainer) hared information about “Lead
Generation in Export” and explained about Designing of
Landing Page and informed that content on your landing
page must be to the point and highlight your unique value
proposition. He told about the benefits of website into
word press i.e. flexible and adaptable for changing needs,
user-friendly even for beginners, mobile responsive,
themes offer multiple options and many more. He
elaborated about Search Engine Optimization (SEO),
Social Media Marketing (SMM), Ads, and Google Ad
Words briefly; and informed about Two types of SEO
Optimization, Off Page (through websites of others) and
On Page (through own website). He explained the
procedure of Google Ad Account and its benefits, i.e. fast
way to attract customers, Google's reach was vast, target
ads for relevance and remarketing reconnects with
relevant leads. He also informed that how to target
audience and identification of geographical position for
Google Advertisements. Mr. Syed Safwan, Shared that
DHL, FedExand other courier agencies had been provided
low cost shipping charges to big companies. In this
connection he offered that startups could contact with
him to avail the facility of low cost shipping charges for
sending their samples to foreign Customers. He informed
that he was also doing business on Alibaba and would
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extend supporttothe newcomers.

Mr. Fizan Akbar appreciated the presentation and shared
that next training would be provided on “where and how
to sell the products through artificial intelligence and how
to take photos and video making of products”. He further
said that success stories of the successful entrepreneurs
would also be shared. Mr. M. Ashraf Malik, President
Sialkot Chamber appreciated the efforts of SME
Committees forarranging the awareness sessions. He said
that Expo or any exhibitions could be organized to
encourage the women entrepreneurs of Sialkot for the
promotion of their products at national level. He said that
Sialkot Chamber always promoted the women
entrepreneurs because contribution of women was
necessary for nation's building and economy.

MINUTES OF MEETING DEPARTMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Protection held at SCCI on February 27, 2020; Syed
Ahtesham Gilani, Chairman welcomed the Committee
members and said that the Chamber was conducting the
activity for the third time and previously plants were
brought from Phatooki, Punjab. He further added that the
pre-orders of the plants were also received to the
Chamber for the provision of mid-sized fruit-plants. He
said that Mian Imran Akbar, Former Vice President
organized & brought the plants and provided them to the
Sialkot Chamber, on a cost to cost, basis. He said that
through the platform of the Sialkot Chamber, a message
could be circulated among the members to support the
cause or could become a partner. He also said that a
project of displaying the Air Quality Index and pollution
rate of Sialkot City at different locations of Sialkot City,
including the Sialkot Chamber, was also under

consideration of the Committee. Furthermore, he
discussed his visit to China along with the Government
officials from Lahore, on behalf of Sialkot Chamber, as
Chairman Committee as the Asian Development Bank had
signed a contract with the Government of Punjab, for
cleaning of River Raviand the drainage goinginto theriver.
He shared the experience he had during the visit and
development China had made in the cleaning of drainage
across city and plantation on the land available near the
drainage.

Dr. Adeel Mehmood said that GCWU Sialkot was also
willing to procure around 1000 to 2000 plants, and
wanted to involve the students in the plantation activity.
He also mentioned that proper fertilizers and
maintenance of the soil could assure the growth and
mortality rate of the plants. Department of Environmental
Science was working on a project that would help in
purification of rainwater after pouring it through sand and
stones, and utilization of that water with drinking water.
Mr. Muhammad llyas, Deputy Director (Field)
Environmental Protection Department said that his
department can assist in subsidizing the plants from
Forest Department. He said that the fruit plants and
environment-friendly plants should be preferred. He also
suggested that the Social Welfare Department should be
taken on board, under which NGOs were working and also
to take Private Institutes on board that would help in
supporting the cause. Department of Environmental
Protection had a mobile van, which can be brought to
Sialkot City (when needed) to measure, the Air Quality
Index of Sialkot City. After detail discussion on the above-
mentioned matter, the important decisions were made by
the Committee.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS WITH TEAM OF BAIDARIE

Dr. Mariam Nouman, Chairperson WRC welcomed the
guests Mr. Arshid Mehmood Mirza, Executive Director
(Baidarie, Sialkot) and his team at Sialkot Chamber to
discuss the project of ILO on the topic of “The ILO Skill
Challenge Innovation Call” on March 02, 2020. Mr. Arshid
Mehmood Mirza, Executive Director (Baidarie, Sialkot)
thanked the Chairperson WRC shared that ILO was
inviting proposal from individuals and organizations to
share innovative ideas and solutions to address the skills
mismatch challenge. The ILO Skills Challenge Innovation
Call would recognize and support the development of
solutions that aim to address the different forms and
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dimensions of skills mismatch. He elaborated that Skills
Mismatch was defined as the gap between an individual's
job skills and the demands of the job market. Baidarie,
Sialkot would like to work on this project with the
collaboration of WRC, SCCI for which practical ideas
needed to be developed to get the project. He invited
suggestions from the Chamber and the Chairperson WRC
foridentification of skills.

Dr. Mariam Nouman, Chairperson WRC appreciated the
project and shared success story of a blind girl who had
organized classes of cooking successfully for 22 blind girls.
Moreover, informed that she had been working on a
project of audio course for blind people and required
financial aid. She said that dedicated and committed girls
could be included in the said project for capacity building
on skills. She asked about the methodology to identify the
demand base skills of industry i.e. survey, questionnaire
or any other process. She also requested to Baidarie to
prepare documentary of women who had successfully
established their own businesses after getting training
under outreach program of WRC. Whereas, Mr. Fizan
Akbar, Chairman Committee recommended skill of digital
media marketing because E-Commerce was future of the
business. He also suggested following skills to address the
issue of skilled labor e.g. Electro Plating, Surgical
Checking, Laser Cutting, and Pattern Making. He
suggested that local trained craftsman could be hired
form TEVTA and other technical institutions.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

; 7

Meeting of Departmental Committee on Women
Entrepreneurs held on March 04, 2020; Dr. Mariam
Nouman, Chairperson Committee welcomed the
members and guests. She said that Outreach Program had

been launched to empower the women by providing
training to start their own businesses and for
strengthening their existing businesses as well in last year
(2019). She elaborated all the elements and factors
including the said program in details. She shared that one
women had successfully established her own production
unit and her success story was also shared with United
Nations, who would also be invited in International
Women's Day to share her experience and success story. It
was planned to register 50 new women with outreach
program of WRC to provide training so that they would be
able to start their own businesses, the 2™ Batch of
registration and training of women of rural area would be
announced on International Women's Day 2020. Baidarie
was also working on the project “The ILO Skill Challenge
Innovation Call” for which they had requested to WRC for
identification of skills and trainings would be provided to
women from all over the Sialkot with the collaboration of
WRC.

Furthermore, the chairperson shared that Special
Olympics was a private Global Association for children and
adults with intellectual and physical disabilities; the
organization provides opportunity to channel the abilities
of special children towards sports through training. She
informed that Ms. Ronak Lakhani was board member of
the association and she would visit Sialkot Chamber along
with her team. Moreover, success stories of special
athletes would also be shared in the event of Special
Olympics which would be held on March 30, 2020 as per
the supervision and direction of President Sialkot
Chamber. She shared that representatives from Special
Children's School i.e. Hakeem-ul-Ummat, Little Angels
Home, Allama Igbal School for Special Children and The
Light School would be called to discuss Special Olympics
Program and their representation as well. She said that all
philanthropist members would be invited especially
martial arts and sports manufacturers for donation and to
sponsor the teams of Special Children, through which
businesses may also be advertised at national and
International level. Members discussed about the new
registration with Outreach Program and organization of
International Women's Day in detail.

ORIENTATION SESSION ON

“ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND
ADVISORY SERVICES" BY (EDAS)

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCCI welcomed
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Mr. Almas Hyder Director EDAS and Former President
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Mr.
Imtiaz Khalid Director EDAS and his team at Sialkot
Chamber for a session on March 05, 2020. EDAS program
was a comprehensive program that was designed to
enhance the Entrepreneurial spirit in Pakistan. He added
that the program can be a road map to success for the
family owned businesses in Sialkot Industry.

g

Mr. Almas Hyder thanked the President SCCI and thanked
Khawaja Musharaf (M/s. KM Ashraf) for his support in
spreading the words for this program. Previously most of
the entrepreneurship training programs were lacking the
ability to bring the 'person behind the business' i.e. the
entrepreneur in sharp focus and often miss out on the
behavioral aspects which could be relied upon to train
‘entrepreneur’ in the entrepreneurial competencies — a
critical feature in entrepreneurial success. MSI-EDP
program with the unique focus on “behavioral Change”
would address the gap. He further added that
Entrepreneurship Development and Advisory Services
had the Success of MSI-EDP in Pakistan and the program
had been successfully conducted in many countries of the
world over the last 30 years. Whereas, Mr. Imtiaz Khalid
(Director EDAS) said that in Pakistan, the program was
initiated almost 25 years ago; it had been conducted many
times in Pakistan with great success. The program had
been conducted at LUMS, Government College
University Lahore, and many other cities/Institutions. He
also mentioned that EDAS had trained thousands of
individuals.

AWARENESS AND TRAINING SESSION ON EASE OF

DOING BUSINESS AND ONLINE COLLECTION OF
SOCIAL SECURITY CONTRIBUTION

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik President SCCI thanked and

welcomed Ms. Kalsoom Saqgib (Vice Commissioner,
Punjab Employees Social Security Institution), Mr. Abdul
Waheed Dar (Director, Directorate of Social Security
Sialkot), and officers of Punjab Information Technology
Board (PITB) at Sialkot Chamber on March 05, 2020 for
the said session. He appreciated the measures taken by
the Government for promoting “Ease of Doing Business”
due to which Pakistan had jumped to 108th position in the
World Bank's ranking on Ease of Doing Business. He
appreciated Government's move to adopt Information
Technology in collection of contribution and taxes to
provide facilitation to the industry. He also appreciated
PESSI's step towards establishment of Facilitation Desks
at Chambers of Commerce and Industry.

', r|' i

Ms. Kalsoom Saqib expressed gratitude and shared
briefing on the background of the project. She apprised
that Government initiated work on “Ease of Doing
Business” project a year ago with the support of the World
Bank. The role of the PESSI under the project was to
initiate Online Collection of Social Security Contribution.
The system was initially introduced at Lahore and had
been working successfully for a while. She informed that
next level of facilitation would involve payment of
contribution through ATM, Online Banking or any
Alternate Delivery Channels without any need to visit
Directorate for Collection of Payment Voucher. She
informed that integration of banking channels had beenin
process and within few weeks, there would be option to
deposit Social Security Contribution through any of the
Commercial Banks in Punjab. She apprised that purpose
of visit to Chamber of Commerce and Industry was to
apprise members about latest developments and seek
their feedback for further improvements of the system.
She said that Online System of Collection of Contribution
had also started at Directorate of Social Security Sialkot
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and response of the businesses had been very
encouraging. A help desk had already been established for
facilitation of the contributors and another helpdesk was
going to be established at Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. She encouraged seeking guidance from the
designated helpdesks to address any issues in usage of
online system.

Mr. Rahael, Consultant, delivered a comprehensive
presentation on the Status and Role of PESSI and the
measures taken by PESSI to provide facilitation to the
businesses in deposit of Social Security Contribution. He
enumerated the benefits offered by Social Security
Institution and encouraged the members to get
information on how to avail benefits through their
helpline. He informed that due to Government's initiatives
on Ease of Doing Business, Pakistan had jumped up from
148th position to 108th position in the world ranking
during the year 2019 primarily due to milestones achieved
by the Social Security Institution on World Bank's
guidelines. In the end, a detail discussion was held
between members and the guests; President SCCI,
expressed gratitude to the honorable guests for
conducting awareness session for information of the
members.

ORIENTATION SESSION ON “PUBLIC PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIP ACT 2019

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik President SCCI welcomed Dr.
Salman Shah Chief Minister of Punjab on Economic Affairs
and Planning & Development and Dr. Farrukh Naveed
Project Director/Head PPP Cell/ Former Deputy
Commissioner Sialkot at Sialkot Chamber on March 06,
2020; he thanked them for conducting this session. He
added that the mechanism of initiating the much-needed
projects either for Social Welfare, Health, IT, Tourism,

Transport, Industries, Food, Energy or for Economic
Development, through public private partnership.
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The honorable guest, Dr. Salman Shah thanked the
President SCCI and said that the PPP Department was
keenly working on projects. He added that PPP had the
mechanism, wherein a specific project through the
process of bidding undergone and private funds were
utilized to initiate and complete any project. Whereas, Dr.
Farrukh Naveed (Project Director/Head PPP Cell) said that
he had the honor of serving Sialkot City as Deputy
Commissioner and had come to give briefing on PPP
projects and mechanism through any project was initiated
and completed. He proposed that Sialkot Chamber could
also utilize the mechanism of Public-Private Partnership to
initiate the projects.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
HOSPITAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Meeting of Departmental Committee on Hospital and
Health Services was held on March 07, 2020 at SCCI;
Chairman Committee thanked the Committee members
and shared the purpose of establishment & working of the
Committee with the public-Private Hospital. Mandate of
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the Departmental Committee was to assist the Institutes
of Government, in the planning and controlling; another
mandate of the Committee was to share the concerns of
the General Public with competent authorities of the
hospital of Sialkot District to help in resolving the pending
issues.

Members appreciated the chairman and his approach
towards the committee working with the aim to serve the
social sector. Members also shared their reviews and
suggestions for improvement in working. Dr. Nadeem
John (MS Christian Memorial Hospital) described the
situation of patients, those were normally received by the
hospitals and he also described the reasons of spreading
the diseases as well as the high rate of death. He
emphasized that the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce &
industry could play its pivotal role of creating awareness
among the masses of the city from its platform. He said
that the proper sterilization of Medical and
Barber/Shaving Equipment should be ensured with the
collaboration of District Police, District Management and
District Health Officers through surprise visits. He also
said that the District Management and Medical staff of
Public sector hospitals should be on one page, before
initiating health campaign, since both were the
stakeholders of the Society.

Dr. Azeem Lodhi (Allama Igbal Memorial Hospital) also
described the performance of the said hospital and
facilities (free vaccine and treatment) provided to the
patients; he also discussed the concerns faced by the
hospital and requested the Chamber to cooperate with
the hospital as well as to spread awareness among the
members. Whereas, Dr. Muhammad Javaid Sahi (District
Health Officer, DHA Sialkot) appreciated the discussion
and shared his remarks on the hospitals' working, starting
campaigns, efficiency of volunteers etc. He assured that
District Health Department was ensuring anti-quackery in
Sialkot District and ensuring enforcement of law and
order.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS/DELEGATIONS

Meeting of Departmental Committee on Fairs &
Exhibitions/Delegations was held on March 10, 2020 at
SCCI; Mr. Qaiser Baig, Chairman Committee welcomed
the applicants of SCCl's Trade Delegation to Japan 2020,
President SCCI Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, Mr. Qaiser

Igbal Baryar Senior Vice Chairman and Fazal Jilani Vice
Chairman at the meeting. He briefed the house about the
categories of the applicants i.e. High (Top profile
exporters) and Low (Low profile exporters). He further
explained about criteria of selecting for delegates that
had being adopted, applicants were picked from balloting
i.e. 2:1 Ratio, 2 applicants from High and 1 from low
category. He explained about the total applications
received, criteria and process of selection. The Chairman
Committee started the process of balloting and twelve
applicant companies were selected as delegates.

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik President SCCI appreciated
the Chairman Committee for its remarkable progress; he
thanked the participants and congratulated the delegates
that were selected from the balloting for SCCl's Trade
Delegation to Japan 2020. He said that Committee worked
hard and had selected the delegates through a
transparent and clear process. He stressed that the
delegates should prepare properly for the execution of
delegation in shape of brochures and samples, and
present Pakistanin a better way.

SEMINAR ON “RESOLUTION OF TRADE RELATED

ISSUES FACED BY TRADERS"” BY BANK-ISLAMI
PAKISTAN

Mr. Saud Shahid Khan, Head Trade Business services Bank
Islami Pakistan Limited, expressed gratitude for sparing
time for the session on “Trade Related Challenges &
Solutions by Bank Islami Sialkot in collaboration with
Sialkot Chamber on March 10, 2010. Purpose of the
Seminar was to discuss the challenges faced by Exporters
and its solution as well, afterwards which would be shared
with State Bank of Pakistan. He shared detail presentation
on the points; Trade Financing (Import & Export), Trade
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Volume of Pakistan in 3 fiscal years 2017, 2018, 2019,
Major Exports and Imports of Pakistan and its volume,
Benefits of Trade Finance (Increase in Foreign Reserves,
Transformation b/w Technologies & Trends, Global
Relationships, Access to international Market, Backbone
of Economy of the country, Growth of Industry,
Employment resources, Internationally Goodwill of the
Country, Exploration of E-Markets, Opportunity for
Foreign Direct Investments), Exchange Policy Department
responsible to make policies, Foreign Exchange
Operations Department, SBP Measures, Criteria to
dispatch of documents by exporters, Import relaxation by
SBP etc.

Mr. M. Ashraf Malik, President Sialkot Chamber
appreciated Bank Islami for conducting the session and
discussing the issues of the business community. He
expressed hope that Bank Islami would submit all
reservations discussed by members of Sialkot Chamber so
that business friendly policies could be formed by State
Bank.

MEETING WITH MALIK MUHAMMAD FAROOQ,

AMBASSADOR DESIGNATED FOR PAKISTAN TO
POLAND

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCCI welcomed
the honorable guests, Mr. Malik Muhammad Faroogq,
Ambassador-designated for Pakistan to Poland at SCCl on
March 10, 2020. “The city is known for its SME setup fully
equipped & capacitated to business collaborations & joint
ventures in various industries in Sialkot. The exporters are
well versed with rules, regulations & requirements of
International trade, which has resulted in exports from
Sialkot, being over USD 2.2 (B) per annum” he added
along with the detail of Sialkot welfare Projects. He
encouraged the Ambassador to work on all the exports

sectors and should work to enhance the bilateral trade
between Pakistan & Poland. He stressed that Ambassador
should also motivated his team, other departments,
commerce wing etc. to work efficiently for promoting the
links between both the countries.

There were many products which were not produced by
Poland and they imported those items from the world; he
suggested that Ambassador should work on such sectors
and share the related information with Pakistan.
Whereas, Mr. Khurram Azim Khan, SVP SCCI and Mr.
Muhammad Jalil Aslam, VP SCCI also shared the trade
related data/facts sheet of all the industrial sectors of
Sialkot; trade between Sialkot & Poland in different
sectors and trade between Poland with the world in same
industrial sectors were mentioned in the fact sheet. He
also described the said sheet, which were presented the
gap between the two countries and existing potential that

Mr. Malik Muhammad Farooq, Ambassador-designated
for Pakistan to Poland appreciated the Sialkot City as one
of the most dynamic city and applauded the Sialkot
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Industry for the remarkable achievements and foreign
exchange contribution in country's annual exchequer. He
mentioned that there were no direct buying of Poland
from Pakistan; he said that the Government as a facilitator
was playing its role to strengthen the international trade
linkages, but the real work should have to be done by
Business Community with mutual efforts. He assured his
fullest support to promote and enhance the bilateral
relations and trade between both the countries. Vice
President SCCI suggested that Embassy should maintain
the effective linkages with the R&D Team of Sialkot
Chamber for more exchange of information.

He told that normally Sialkot was renowned by its surgical,
sports and leather products; it's real potential & other
sectors were not much familiar by most of the
embassies/people; therefore, he emphasized that
embassies and commercial sections should introduced
other products in all other countries. Ambassador
endorsed the suggestions of both the Office bearers and
assured them to work on the above said points.

SESSION ON “DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW GSP s
SCHEME UNDER BREXIT BY TDAP _
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Mr. Khurram Azim Khan, Senior Vice President: Welcomed
the team of TDAP at SCCl on March 11, 2020 and thanked
them on conducting session on Development of New GSP
Scheme under Brexit by TDAP. Mr. Kamal Shahryar,
Adviser GSP Services, Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP) thanked and said that The UK was
preparing their own scheme for the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP/ GSP Plus) or was developing a similar
arrangement to become effective from the start of 2021
after completion of the transition period for BREXIT. He
added that the Department for International Trade (DIT)
and the Department for International Development

(DFID) of the UK were seeking inputs from Pakistan for
designing of the new scheme which, according to them,
will maintain the current level of preferential access
available to Pakistan under the EU's GSP/ GSP Plus
scheme. He also mentioned that while working with the
DIT/ DFID, the TDAP was holding consultative sessions
with the stakeholders (trade bodies/ exporters) in key
export cities with the objective of gathering information
for making the new UK scheme more user friendly,
improving trade between the UK and Pakistan, and
address any issues being faced on the Pakistan side under
the current EU-GSP scheme.

T

He further said that as part of the exercise, the UK was also
undertaking a review of its current MFN tariff regime for
their rationalization/ refinement. Accordingly, during the
planned consultative sessions the TDAP would like to seek
stakeholders'/ exporters' input in the following areas
relevant to the GSP/ GSP Plus regime as well as overall
cooperation between the UK and Pakistan. He further
presented the following points e.g. Origin certification
system, Rules of Origin (ROO), The GSP/ GSP Plus regime,
Rationalization of the MFN tariff regime by UK,
Compliance issues and technical/ non-technical barriers,
Transportation, travelling, logistics issues, Possible
avenues for bi-lateral cooperation and seeking assistance
from UK etc.

MEETING WITH MR. AHMED FAROOQ,

AMBASSADOR DESIGNATED FOR PAKISTAN TO
DENMARK

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCC welcomed
the honorable guests, Mr. Ahmad Farooq, Ambassador-
designated for Pakistan to Denmark at SCCl on March 13,
2020. He told about the city, known for its SME setup fully
equipped & capacitated to business collaborations & joint
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ventures in various industries in Sialkot with the exports
figures of over USD 2.2 (B) per annum. He told about the
pivotal role of Sialkot Chamber of Commerce in growth &
development of trade as well as the social sector; he
shared about all the social & welfare projects done by
SCCI. He also stressed on increase in exports of the
country because the strength of national economy relied
on exports earning; therefore, foreign missions should
focus on create linkages of business communities.
Ambassador should study the market and demand of
Danish business community as well as the ultimate
consumers; so that Pakistani Industry could approach the
market for enhancing the trade.

He said that other than big countries like USA, UK etc.
Pakistan should also focus on such small counties with
high per-capita income as they would also be the
charming markets for Pakistan. Whereas, Mr. Khurram
Azim Khan, Senior Vice President SCCI shared the trade
related data/facts sheet of all the industrial sectors of
Sialkot; trade between Sialkot & Denmark in different
sectors and trade between Denmark with the world in
same industrial sectors were mentioned in the fact sheet.
He also described the fact sheet which showed the gap
between both the countries and existing potential that
could be covered with small efforts.

Mr. Ahmad Farooq, Ambassador-designated for Pakistan
to Denmark thanked the Office Bearers of SCCI; he
appreciated the city for its business dynamics and
achievements in business as well as in social sector.
Furthermore, he also appreciated the working on trade
facts & figures briefed by the Senior Vice President SCCI.
He told about his previous services in Rome, Italy and
Denmark; he said that the basic motive of an Ambassador
was to encourage the positive political as well as the trade

linkages of the two countries. He mentioned that there
were no political issues between Pakistan and Denmark,
so that it would be essential to enhance the trade linkages
of both the countries; for the said purpose, he was
working to collect trade related facts & suggestions by the
different Chambersin Pakistan.

He emphasized to motivate the business community for
initiating the business delegations to increase the private
interaction and promotion of the Pakistani products. He
also mentioned the rising trade of Pakistani Cotton, textile
items, beddings, home textile, food items, vegetables,
frozen foods etc. to Denmark. Only sports goods, football
etc. exported to Denmark from Sialkot; on the other hand,
there were many other products made by Sialkot with
huge scope in Denmark. He requested the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce to share their suggestions for
more promotion of bilateral trade.

MEETING WITH MR. HASHIM RAZA, CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER (SMEDA)

. |
Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCCI welcomed
Mr. Hashim Raza, Chief Executive Officer, Small and
Medium Enterprises Development Authority, Mr. Raja
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Hassanien Javed, General Manager (Outreach — Il), Mr.
Muhammad Javed Afzal, Provincial Chief (Punjab),
SMEDA, officers of the Department and members of
Sialkot Chamber on March 21, 2020. He drew attention of
the honorable guests towards inordinate delay in full
operationalization of the Sialkot Business and Commerce
Center project and expressed hope that the newly
appointed Chief Executive Officer would play his role to
address critical issues. He apprised that as per agreement
between SMEDA and SCCl and as envisioned by PC-1 and
revised PC-1 of the SBCC project, representation of
Sialkot Chamber at Board of Management level had been
6 members as against 4 members of the Government. He
raised his concern that representation of the private
sector in the newly proposed Management Committee
should be in accordance with the original intent of the
contracting parties. He emphasized to expedite
constitution of the Management Committee duly
empowered by the Government to look into day-to-day
operational matters of the SBCC project.

Whereas, Mr. Hashim Raza, Chief Executive Officer,
SMEDA, acknowledged the marvelous contribution of
the business community of Sialkot in the success of the
projects implemented in Public-Private Partnership. He
informed that SMEDA had executed number of projects
with development intervention but he was of the opinion
that future projects should be run commercially to
generate revenue for execution and implementation of
more developmental projects. He shared experiences in
the other projects of SMEDA where the earnings could
not be utilized due to their status of being Guarantee
Limited Companies.

Mr. Muhammad Hanif Khan and Dr. Muhammad Aslam
Darr shared the history of the SBCC project and shared

how Gujranwala Business Center (GBC) model was
adopted to enter into partnership for execution of Sialkot
Business and Commerce Center. They acknowledged
exemplary cooperation between officers of SMEDA and
representatives of SCCI during execution of the SBCC
project and appreciated good services of the SMEDA
team. They discussed about the concerns, and different
matters related to the project with the authorities in
detail. Whereas, Mr. Raja Hassanien Javed appreciated
the vision of senior members of SCCI and drew attention
of the house on some important matters as well as on
agreement regarding the transfer of land ownership.
Detailed discussion was held on the different aspects
related the matter and concerns among the participants.

VISIT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER SIALKOT
DR. NASIR MAHMOOD BASHIR FOR
ANNOUNCEMENT OF LOCKDOWN

On March 23,2020, a meeting with Deputy Commissioner
Sialkot, Dr. Nasir Mahmood Bashir, Chaudhry Muhammad
Akhlag, Provincial Minister, Chaired by President SCCI,
Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, wherein the outbreak of
Corona-Virus COVID-19, was briefly brought into the
discussion and also, the threat of the spread of the virus in
the Sialkot, city was broadly discussed. Deputy
Commissioner mentioned that Sialkot City, was not
equipped with enough facilities nor a health emergency
could be coped with the available capacity. It was also
discussed that the lockdown could continue in case the
causalities or numbers of patient increase in the country.
President SCCI shared the concerns of the Sialkot
Business Community and stated that a continuous
lockdown would eventually harm the economy as well as
on the labor and daily wagers associated with Sialkot
Industry. President SCCI requested that a strategy should
be designed for the opening of factories, during the
lockdown period, and also 2 days' permission should be
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given to disburse the salaries to the labor for their live
hood during the lockdown. It was unanimously decided
that two-day permission would be given to the factories
to disburse their paymentsto the labor.

MEETING FOR FUNDING RAISING FOR THE
INDUSTRIAL LABOR, DAILY WAGERS, AND NEEDY

PEOPLE

u,s‘hrullﬁﬁwlﬂ

On 28 March 2020, a meeting a held, chaired by Mr.
Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCCI, wherein it was
discussed that a fund would be collected for the
people/daily wagers/labor who were most affected from
the lockdown and would laid off, due non-availability of
running finance. It was discussed that the funds would be
disbursed to the labor, and needy people in the
surroundings through the involvement of the
stakeholders of society, collection of data from the Deputy
Commissioner. It was also decided that the priority would
be given to the labor and the people in the surrounding
areas and to avoid duplication, the CNIC of the people
would be kept on record.

It was also discussed that the participants should
contribute at least 1 million to ensure maximum support
and full disbursement of funds and rashan to the people.
It was also decided that all platforms would be considered
to disburse the donation. President SCCI acknowledged
the support of the participants, for their announcements
of funds and courage to support the cause of the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

MEETING REGARDING DISCUSSION THE OPENING
OF THE FACTORIES OF SIALKOT WITH

COMMISSIONER GUJRANWALA

On April 06, 2020, a meeting with Commissioner
Gujranwala, Deputy Commissioner Sialkot, Dr. Nasir

Mahmood Bashir, Chaudhary Muhammad Akhlaq,
Provincial Minister, was held on April 6*, 2020, Chaired by
President SCCI Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, in which it
was discussed that the majority of orders of exporters
which were in the last stage of packing, were left, due to
sudden announcement of the lockdown, by Punjab
Government.

=

President SCCI also shared that the shipments ready for
dispatch should be allowed to ship, with limited labor and
staff. It was also discussed that Sialkot Industry should also
be allowed to work, after complying with the SOPs of
Punjab Government. After, discussion with the
Administration and Business Community the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and Industry would share a list
consisting of details related to completed orders, with
some staff required, destination, and shipping company.

VIDEO CONFERENCE WITH MR. ABDUL RAZAK
DAWOOD ADVISOR FOR COMMERCE, TEXTILE,
INDUSTRY AND PRODUCTION, AND INVESTMENT,
ALONG WITH MR. USMAN DAR, SPECIAL ADVISOR
TO PM ON YOUTH AFFAIRS
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Commerce, Textile, Industry and Production, and
Investment of Pakistan, and Mr. Muhammad Usman Dar
Advisor to PM on Youth Affairs, Chaired by President SCCI,
Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, wherein it was shared that
the Industry of Sialkot, had PKR 410 Million exports orders
in hand, which were thought to be lost, in case the
lockdown continued. It was also mentioned during the
video link conference that the industry of Sialkot was
willing to open after complying with the SOPs of
Government of Punjab. It was mentioned that the
Government of Punjab was allowing industry located in
different cities, after complying with SOPs of Government.

MEETING REGARDING DISCUSSION THE OPENING

OF THE FACTORIES OF SIALKOT WITH MR. USMAN

DAR, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRIME MINISTER
ON YOUTH AFFAIRS

On April 15, 2020, a meeting in the presence of Honorable
Mr. Usman Dar Advisor to Prime Minister on Youth Affairs,
Chairpersons All Associations Sialkot, Former Presidents,
Senior Vice Presidents, Vice Presidents and Current and
Former Executive Committee Members Chaired by Mr.
Muhammad Ashraf Malik was held to discuss the strategy
of the opening of Sialkot Industry and to minimize issues
while the opening of factories, due to non-cooperation by
District Administration, as well as, Federal Government.

During the discussion it was unanimously decided that the
Industry would be opened, phase-wise in compliance with
the Industrial SOPs issued by Government of Punjab, with
bear minimum labor. Mr. Usman Dar also shared that
apparently, the preference would be given phase-wise to
those factories, those after complying with the SOPs, with
export orders for April 2020, March 2020, and June 2020.

MEETING REGARDING ONE WINDOW

OPERATION/DEDUCTION OF LABOUR RELATED
GOVERNMENT COLLECTIONS AT SOURCE

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President, welcomed the
members to discussed the above mentioned agenda at
SCCl on April 25, 2020; and apprised them about the crisis
arising out of wide spread of COVID-19 pandemic in
Pakistan and lock down of the economy by the
Government to curtail the spread of the virus. He informed
that several meetings had been held with the Government
representatives to familiarize them with the adverse
impact of the lock down on the export oriented SME
sector of Sialkot. He stated that Government had taken
several initiatives including clearance of outstanding Duty
Drawback, Sales Tax and Income Tax refunds of the
exporters and negotiations were underway to seek further
relief for the export sector. Mr. Fazal Jilani strongly
supported the proposal and said that Deduction of Labour
Collections at Source would close the doors of corruption
and safeguard the factory owners against harassment by
the Departmental Officials. He said that it should not be
mandatory in nature rather it should be optional to opt for
the exporters. He remarked that optional status of
Deduction at Source would let the businesses decide what
would be best suited to them.

Mr. Tasawar Hussain, Mr. Majid Raza Bhutta, Mr.
Muhammad Ashraf Malik and other participants discussed
the various matters; it was stated that the proposal of
Deduction of Labour Collections at Source would not only
result in less administrative cost to the Departments but
also to the business units as all major industrial units had
been supporting dedicated staff to maintain and update
record of PESSI and EOBI. Mr. Majid Raza Bhutta said that
the proposal was best suited to SMEs especially of Sialkot
and there was very little chance that any major export units
of Karachi and/or Faisalabad would endorse the proposal.
He said that the proposal should essentially be moved
from the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry as it
had been the most effective voice of SMEs of the region.
After detailed discussion and deliberation, important
decisions were made to take different steps for the
betterment of business community.

VISIT OF MR. MUHAMMAD USMAN DAR, SPECIAL

ASSISTANT TO PRIME MINISTER ON YOUTH AFFAIRS
FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE ON EHSAAS PROGRAM

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President Sialkot Chamber
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of Commerce & Industry, hold a press conference wherein
he lauded the initiative of the Federal Government of
Pakistan to provide financial assistance to the laborers
and daily wagers of the industry who had been laid off or
were jobless through its EHSAAS PROGRAM. He also
acknowledged the efforts of the Prime Minister Imran
Khan and Dr. Sania Nisthar, Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister on Poverty Alleviation and Social Protection, for
bringing forth a revolutionary program for providing
sustenance to the millions of poverty-ridden people of
Pakistan. Mr. Malik especially appreciated the role of Mr.
Muhammad Usman Dar, in taking up the issue of jobless
laborers of Sialkot with the Government and his efforts to
include the said laborers in Ehsaas Program. President
assured the Federal Government of Pakistan of full
support from the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce &
Industry in its vision of fighting the COVID-19 Crisis and
helping the needy and deserving people. The President
Chamber said that, in recognition of the vision of Prime
Minister, Imran Khan, the Sialkot Chamber had initiated
Relief Campaign since the first day of the Lockdown,
aimed at providing Ration Bags to the people of Sialkot.

MEETING BETWEEN SIALKOT CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE & INDUSTRY AND MINISTRY OF
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (MOST), ISLAMABAD

Mr. Majid Raza Bhutta, Former President, SCCI attended
the meeting in Sheikh Muhammad Shafi Hall of Sialkot
Chamber via Video Conference under the chairmanship
of Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, Federal Minister for Science
& Technology on June 01, 2020. Representatives of
PCSIR, PSQCA and PNAC also attended the meeting.
Federal Minister for S&T highlighted the issue raised by
Sialkot Chamber in previous meeting regarding request of
Testing Facilities and Certification problems faced by the
Exporters of Sialkot. He said that Private Sectors may
come forward to invest in the establishment of testing
facilities and Government would encourage and regulate
the standards. Mr. Majid Raza Bhutta, thanked Federal
Minister for showing great concern and said that testing
facilities and product Certification/CE Marking needed to
be establish with minimum affordable cost.

Representatives of PSQCA stated that CE Marking/
Certification would be initiated by PSQCA through the
technical assistance of Turkey. For CE Marking PSQCA
was already in contact with Turkey which will provide
training to PSQCA. He informed that Turkey Standards

Organizations shared that their office would be
operational from June 01, 2020. Federal Minister
suggested for some interim arrangement be made for
Certification with Turkey such as online documentation/
application from training etc. Whereas, DG PCSIR Lahore
informed that more than 70% testing facilities required
by SCCI are available and further needs up gradation.
Federal Minister said that the upgradation of Labs may be
assisted by private sectors which will mutually benefit, for
which a feasibility report/ working paper be prepared by
SCCI. With mutual discussion and due deliberation,
important decisions regarding Feasibility report, list of
testing facilities (available in PCSIR related to Leather,
Sports goods, Textile and Surgical Instruments) and
related matters were made for the development.

MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT OF EMPLOYERS
FEDERATION OF PAKISTAN (EFP) & HIS TEAM

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCCI welcomed
the Office Bearers and other guests on Zoom Meeting on
June 09, 2020; he thanked the Employers Federation of
Pakistan (EFP) to work on the said agenda. He shared his
reviews on the current scenario due to COVID-19 as well
as its impacts on the business, industry and overall
economy. He appreciated the EFP to work for the
betterment of Sports Industry which was the major export
sector of Sialkot. Mr. Ismail Suttar, President EFP thanked
the President SCCI for holding this meeting and shared his
vision on the role of EFP as the most effective voice of
manufacturers of Pakistan. He mentioned that EFP was
preparing a position paper on the subject which will be
shared with Chambers and Industrial Associations for
their input. He stated that the Sports Good Industry in
Sialkot had great prospects of growth and EFP would want
to work with Sialkot Chamber for improving their
competitiveness.

Mr. Malik Tahir Javed, Director EFP Board explained the
objectives of this meeting particularly in the context of
EFP'sinterestin carrying forward the work earlier done to
support the competitiveness of Sports Good Industry
which was the major export earning sector of the Country.
He asked for the support and active cooperation of SCCl in
this activity which would involve training of enterprises
particularly SMEs in building their capacity to improve in
performance, productivity and overall competitiveness
and attain sustainability in post COVID era. Mr. Zaki
Ahmed Khan, Vice President EFP assured that he would
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try to request the presence of Mr. Zulfi Bukhari, Special
Assistant to Prime Minister, and Ministry of OP & HRD at
the launching ceremony in Sialkot Chamber tentatively in
the first week of August 2020. He proposed the
constitution of a Committee comprising of EFP and
Chamber nominees to coordinate on the details of the
program; and requested the President SCCl to nominate a
representative on the Committee so that they could start
working on the program.

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCCl appreciated
the role of EFP and its approach towards handling the
changing dynamics of business and the needs of the
business community. He assured the chamber's full
support to EFP in their efforts to boost business, resolve
their issues and provide assistance to Sialkot Sports Good
Industry enterprises in improving their competitiveness.
He said that there was a need to extend these efforts
beyond the Sports Good Industry to Surgical Industry,
Leather Industry and other vibrant sectors in Sialkot which
need similar assistance on a fast track.”l will be glad to be
part of the EFP team in meeting with the Prime Minister
and explained to him the new dynamics of business in post
COVID scenario” he added.

VIDEO CONFERENCE WITH MR. REZA BAQIR

GOVERNOR STATE BANK OF PAKISTAN

On June 10", 2020, a Zoom conference was convened by
Mr. Reza Bagir, Governor, State Bank of Pakistan, to inform
about State Bank of Pakistan's Rozgar Schemes that were
initiated to support the businesses in retaining their labor
and daily wagers, the COVID-19 crisis. The Governor State
Bank also highlighted the salient features of the schemes
and the relaxation SBP had made in the Loan Limit and
also announced that the applicants ranging to PKR 500
would be granted 100% loans, which was previously kept
for PKR 200 Million Bar. Governor State Bank of Pakistan
mentioned that the current facility was formulated for
April to June 2020; however, SBP was considering the
extension of the schemes for another next 3 months. The
Governor State Bank of Pakistan mentioned that SBP had
developed lists of Focal Persons of Commercial Banks as
well as a list containing detail of Focal Person of BSC of
State Bank of Pakistan. He further clarified that if any
applicant at any level was facing any problem while
availing the facility of Rozgar Scheme, should report to
SBP by keeping the Focal person of the representative of

Commercial Bank. He also requested the Presidents SCCI
to circulate the information to their members and also
display the lists on notice board, for ready reference of the
members.

Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Malik, President SCCI, lauded the
efforts of Governor SBP, especially for the support of SME
business across Pakistan, in COVID-19 Crisis. He stated
that Sialkot Chamber would ensure the dissemination of
the information to its members and would also share the
concerns of the Business Community of Sialkot to SBP,
from time to time. He suggested that a Committee
including representatives of the Commercial Banks and
Chief Manager State Bank of Pakistan should be
formulated so that a month-wise revision of progress and
issues of members of the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce
and Industry could be discussed.

ZOOM MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE

ON WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

Dr. Mariam Nouman, Chairperson welcomed all the
Committee Members on 1" Zoom Meeting on June 12,
2020 to reconnect the committee members. Prayer was
offered by the Chairperson for the deceased due to
COVID-19, for the country, patients & doctors in such a
challenging time in fighting against the COVID-19. “Due to
the prevailing pandemic (COVID-19), working style have
been changed by connecting people via using different
online apps/tools etc. so that, SCCI is also striving to
connect women entrepreneurs through this medium;
therefore, we all as a community could stand and work in
such a challenging time.” She added. She discussed the
impact of COVID-19 on overall economy and explained
that how all the situation adversely hit the exports
industry and business in the country. She elaborated
about a training opportunity for women; USAID Small
Medium Enterprise Activity (SMEA) was going to hold a
session on “Facebook's #SheMeansBusiness Training” for
Women Entrepreneurs in Pakistan on June 18-19, 2020.
She encouraged all the members to get registered online
and should join the training as it would be a learning
opportunity forall.

She also discussed that SBP Sialkot Office proposed to
conduct a seminar with Women Members regarding
SBP's Schemes to combat against COVID-19 and to
support businesses & industry. She invited all the
members to share their views about the current situation
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and welcomed the suggestions for any betterment.

Ms. Sehrish Rafay appreciated the step taken by the
Committee to join the members again via zoom app and
floated an idea to initiate or launch a website for women
entrepreneurs of Sialkot with the aim to provide them a
platform for online business like eBay, Amazon etc. She
emphasized that such steps would be beneficial for
promoting women's businesses online in such a
challenging time. Furthermore, she also elaborated her
personal experience of doing business online. Whereas,
Ms. Asma Khawar Khawaja also said that recruitment of
the capable employees on higher level was also a
dilemma in Sialkot; so that, she suggested that there
should be an employment platform for freelance women
workers online; so that businesses also could find out and
hire the employees through the platform as well. Said that
the proposed online platform/website could not only be
beneficial for the women businesses but they could also
assess the educated & experienced employees available
in market. All the members participated in the discussion
and share their general views about current situation,
appreciated the agenda and share their consent to join
the future online sessions.

REPORT OF THE SESSION ON SBP'S SCHEMES WITH

THE STATE BANK OF PAKISTAN, SIALKOT OFFICE

Mr. Ali Raza, AFU-SBP BSC Sialkot started the session
online via Zoom App on June 17, 2020 and welcomed
female members in this session. He also shared that the
State Bank, Sialkot Office intended to arrange an
awareness session for the Women Member of SCCI over
Zoom app to discuss about different Schemes like
Refinance Schemes to combat COVID 19, particularly
“Risk Sharing Facility under Refinance Scheme for
Payment of Wages & Salaries to the Workers and
Employees of Business Concerns”. He told that businesses
were badly affected by this current situation and mostly
firing their employees due to heavy losses.

Therefore, the State Bank of Pakistan introduced different
financing schemes to support businesses for paying the
wages/salaries to their employees. He gave presentation
on the schemes; He told about Refinance Scheme for
Payment of Wages & Salaries to the Workers and
Employees of Business Concerns and Refinance & Credit
Guarantee Scheme for Women Entrepreneurs etc.
elaborated the Purpose, Scope & Eligibility Criteria, Tenor
of Financing, End User Rate, Validity of the Facility and

Islamic Mode etc. He told about the Relaxation under
EFS/IERS Part-l (Pre-shipment) and Relaxation under
EFS/IERS Part-1l with all its detail explanation. He also told
about the trainings of banks & banking staff for contacting
with businesses in order to utilize the new schemes for
supporting business community. He further told that
focus persons were pointed out in all commercial banks to
approach them regarding any complaint.

Dr. Mariam Nouman, Chairperson thanked the Sialkot
office of State Bank for collaborating with the Women
Resource Center of SCCI. She said that due to the
prevailing pandemic (COVID-19), WRC was also striving
to connect and involve women entrepreneurs through
online medium of communication; therefore, we all as a
community could stand and work in such a challenging
time. Ms. Kashifa Nosheen (SBP, Sialkot Office) also
thanked all the ladies to join the online session and
welcomed all to discuss the said topic in detail. She shared
her introduction as a head in SBP's Sialkot Office and told
about her services in state bank of Pakistan. She
encouraged female members of Sialkot Chamber to get
benefits from those schemes and shared the example of
Bahawalpur Women Chamber who actively participated
in the said schemes for growing their businesses. She
asked about the recommendations from WRC side to
improve the banking services. After completing the
session, question/answer session was held to satisfy the
women participants with more details regarding the
topic.

VIDEO CONFERENCE WITH ASIAN DEVELOPMENT

BANK ON IMPROVING WORKFORCE READINESS IN
PUNJAB (IWRPP)

to discuss
the project of improving Work-Force Readiness in Punjab
(IWRPP), wherein Office bearers from Chambers along
with the officials from and to take different stakeholders
in confidence before finalizing the parameters of the
projects. Mr. Norman LaRocque, Principal Education
Specialist/Asian Development Bank's started and said
that ADB was working on rehabilitation of Technical
Institutes across Punjab for which a series of consultative
sessions were conducted with different stakeholders
including the Sialkot Chamber on October 14, 2019. He
said that resultantly a Concept paper was developed to
identify the key issues that were lacking in the present
framework of Technical Institutes under TEVTA, including
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outdated labs, missing training, curriculum, and
involvement of Women in the technical institutes. He
shared the key findings of the concept paper and identified
the key problems e.g. outdated training concepts and
assessments, Shortage of expert instructor, Lack of
Industry-Academia linkages, Lack of interest in the Public
sectorinthe development of the curriculum.

Astudy also shows that most women around Punjab prefer
to join traditional courses, which comes under the
provision of stitching, cooking, and beautician. Another
key problem that was highlighted within the concept
paper was the absence of interest of any agency which
takes the responsibility of planning, governance,
regulation, quality assurance, and also to provide
financing to the TEVT in the province. He added that to
improve the skill development of students of the technical
institutes, the latest machinery would be imported from
abroad to upgrade the laboratories to the next level that
would help in increasing employment in the industry and
to enhance the capacity enhancement of the Industry.

Mr. Khurram Azim Khan SVP SCCI shared that in wake of
restrictions on International travel and cautions being
undertaken due to COVID-19 all around the world, Asian
Development Bank should develop the strategy to arrange
the training sessions through video conferencing, as
trainers/instructors of the machinery, would not be able to
travel to Pakistan, until the emergency arisen due to
Corona-Virus, yet to be normalized. Moreover, Mr. Khan
further added that ADB should also offer E-Commerce
trainings for the students getting in rolled in technical
institutes, under the project of Improving Workforce
Readinessin Punjab (IWRPP).

PKR 410 Million exports orders in hand, which were
thought to be lost, in case the lockdown continued. It was
also mentioned during the video link conference that the
industry of Sialkot was willing to open after complying with
the SOPs of Government of Punjab. It was mentioned that
the Government of Punjab was allowing industry located in
different cities, after complying with SOPs of Government.
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PUBLIC NOTIC

MOULD & CUT ONE PIECE COVER FOR INFLATABLE FOOT BALLS/SPORTS BALLS
(REGISTRATION NO. 19344 -D)

My client Mr. Junaid Khalid Kapur, Proprietor of ISRA SPORTS , Al Sheikh Town, Pakki Kotli,
Daska Road, Sialkot, Punjab/Pakistan; is a bonafide Manufacturer and Exporter of High Quality SPORTS
GOODS, SPORTS BALLS since last four decades. He has obtained an ideal reputation for his products
in the International Markets.

He has self originated and invented a concept of “MOULD & CUT ONE PIECE COVER for
INFLATABLE FOOT BALLS/SPORTS BALLS (Class — 06)” (Hand Balls, Futsal Balls,Soccer
Balls, Sala Balls) as per pattern illustrated above.

A comprehensive registration has been granted by the Register of Patent & Design, IPO Government of
Pakistan, Karachi; for this invention under Registration No. 19344- D, dated May 23, 2018.

The Original Registration and products are retained in the office of my client.

All concerned are strictly advised to refrain of all such activities of counterfeit, infringe, produce
manufacturer or export or put on sale or present in even identical or near to identical or deception of the
same invention, without due authorization of my client.

My client has all legal rights to take action against such activities and all burdens of expenditures,
damages etc shall be treated as a liability.

Issued from my office. Under instructions of ISRA SPORTS.

Ch. Abdul Majeed (Advocate High Court)

Trade Security Centre

225 — District Courts, Sialkot Pakistan. Telephone: 052 — 4266012
E-mail: tradesecuritycentre@gmail.com
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SPORTS GOODS ybelw 5™ o shegS BILATERAL TRADE BETWEEN
HS Description PAKISTAN AND SPAIN
Codes 2018 2018 - .
950640 |Articles & equipment for table tennis 0 16 SPORTS WEARS s~ J=)5+ -
950651 |Lawn tennis rackets 1 08 ;:)I;'::::o iﬁ’:;?ts
950659 [Squash Rackets 2 22 HS Description Spain [ from the
950662 |Inflatable balls 6 45 Codes World
950669 |Balls nes 0 05 : : 2018 | 2018
950699 |Bladders & covers 1 150 611211 |Track sufts (COtton/kmFted) - 0 19
611212 [Track suits (synthetic fiber/knitted) 0 32
Total 10 246 611241 |Female swimwear of synthetic fibref 0 145
alebuw #5055 it 3 o8 610510 [Polo shirts (cotton/knitted) 14 313
GLOVES & PREOTECTIVE EQUIPMENT Total 14 509
HS o CUTLERY & CROKERY &S S/ s kS
Codes Description 2018 | 2018 s
420321 |Special Sports 04 07 Codes Description 2018 2018
611610 |Gloves, Rubber knitted 03 34 821191 |Table knives 0 08
611692 |Mittens and Mitts, nes, of cotton, knitted 00 01 761510 |Table, kitchen articles 2 139
611693 [Mittens & mitts, nes, of synthetic fibres 00 26 821520 |Other sets of assorted articles 0 25
621600 [Gloves mittens 01 24 821599 |Spoons, forks 0 28
Total 08 | 92 Total 2 200
SURGICAL INSTRUMENT (&' r <Y1 BADGES ™
HS HS
Codes Description 2018 | 2018 Codes Description 2018 | 2018
821300 |Scissors, tailors shears 0 15 580710 |Woven bad 0 11
821420 |Manicure or pedicure 1 09 581010 |Embriodery without visible ground 0 03
901831 |Syringes 0 122 581092 |Embriodey of man made fiber 0 15
901839 |Suction catheter 0 579 581099 |[Embriodery of other textile materials 0 02
901849 |Dental instruments 0 179 Total 0 31
901890 |Anesthesia Apparatus 1 1122 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS (s 34 oNT
902300 |Instruments, models for demonstation 0 38 HS
820320 |Pliers, pincers,Tweezers 1 34 Codes Description 2018 2018
821192 |Other knives 0 20 920590 [Other wind instruments 0 14
Total 3 2118 920600 [Percussion musical inst. 0 09
SHOES & SADDLERY 6}3\-;-«* .f\.q\ 349 920510 |Brass Wind instruments 0 07
920110 [upright pianos 0 04
s A 920290 [String musical instruments nes 0 15
Codes S 2018 | 2018 920210 |other string instruments 0 03
640411 |Canvess or Textile footweares rubber sole 0 561 —— -
920930 [Musical instr. Strings 0 05
640419 |Footwear with outer soles of rubber/plastics| 0 760 Total o -
420500 |leather footwears with PU/PVC/TPR upper 0 53
640299 [synthetic footwears PU/PVC/Rubber sole 0 630 LEATHER PRODUCTS &\ sts 5 £ 0%
830249 |Base metal mountings, similar, articles 0 53 HS
732690 |Articles of iron or steel 0 759 Codes PESETPUE 2018 2018
820559 [Hand tools, incl. glaziers' diamonds, 0 78 420100 |Saddlery & harness 0 34
640391 |Footwear with outer soles of Rubber etc,| 2 237 420310 [Jackets 15 156
Total 2 3131 420330 |Belts & bandolie 0 30
Ref: itc.com 640411 |sports wear 0 561
640419 |Footwear with outer Soles of Rubber 0 760
X E OO OOE 640510 |Footwear 0 10
Total 15 1551
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( US$ Million )
Export Value | Export Value | Growth Over
Sr. No. Product 2012 5018 2012
1. | Non-Knitted Garments | 163.66 408.45 150%
2. Knitted Garments 67.51 264.5 2029
3. | Home Textiles 72.61 158.89 119%
4. Cotton 74.39 83.22 12%
5. | Ethyl Alcohol 8.30 3591 333%
6. | Rice 2.41 19.28 699%
7. Raw Leather 11.08 14.09 27%
Toys, games and sports | 11.80 11.80 0%
8. | requisite
9. | Plastics 2.25 7.00 211%
10. | Footwear 4.85 5.79 19%

Source: Datacomex, Ministry of Economy, Industry & Competitiveness

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

Spain Visa Application Center - Islamabad

Address: TCS Visatronix Shakeel, Chamber, Khayaban-
E- Suharwardy, G-6, Islamabad

Tel: +92-51-2607123

Email: info.isb@blshelpline.com

Website: pak.blsspainvisa.com

Spain Visa Application Center - Karachi

Address: 1/37/E Block 6, PECHS, Karachi
Tel: +92-51-2607123

Email: info.isb@blshelpline.com
Website: pak.blsspainvisa.com

Spain Visa Application Center - Lahore

Address: 58-D/1 Gulberg Ill, Lahore

Tel: +92-51-2607123

Email: info.isb@blshelpline.com

Website: https://pak.blsspainvisa.com/contact.php

Embassy of Pakistan in Spain

Ambassador: Mr. Khayyam Akbar

Address: Madrid, Spain.

Fax: (+34) 91 345 81 58

Tel: (+34) 91 345 89 95 and (+34) 91 345 89 86
Email: parepmadrid@mofa.gov.pk

Website: www.embajada-pakistan.org

Consulate General of Pakistan — Barcelona, Spain

Address: Avinguda Sarria, 27 08029 Barcelona, Spain
Fax: +34 934 510 709

Tel: +34 934510343

Email: mfabarcelona@mofa.gov.pk

Website: http://pakconsulatebcn.com/
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2015-2016(2016-2017)|2017-2018 (2018-2019
Pak Exports 887.70 934.18 1106.26 1116.9
Pak Imports 286.15 276.91 290.89 263.40
Bilateral Trade [ 1173.85 1211.09 | 1397.15 1380.30

Source: DataComex, Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism of Spain
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WIDE RANGE OF DENTAL SERVICES
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

[dr.aamir.tufail/
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THAT YOU LEAVE OUR CLINIC
WITH HAPPY SMILES. b b |

‘ ‘ WE GO ABOVE & BEYOND TO ENSURE

Cantt Dental Practice serves Sialkot with excellent dental care befitting international standards. We
believe in honesty, integrity and quality. For this, we provide a purpose-built clinic which offers a wide
range of dental services, top quality equipments and cutting edge technology. High quality equipments
are used for all procedures from general dentistry to laser dentistry, facial aesthetics and all kinds of
implants. Along with this we bring you highly evolved and innovative dental solutions like mobile
dentistry for handicapped patients as well as dental tourism faculty within the clinic premises.
For further details please contact at: hitp://canttdentalpractice.com/

© 0300 8612870 Monday - Saturday:
C 0301-8612870 11:30 am — 9:30 pm
© 052-4293201 Sunday: Closed (DP

canttdental practice@gmail.com CANTT. ®

Cantt. Dental Practice. 1586, Adjacent to Cantt. Dr.Aamir Tufail DENTAL
Board General Hospital, Sialkot Cantt., Pakistan & Associates ﬂ@CTICE

@ K




