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Yet today, its industries are under strain.

The challenge is no longer market access

or demand. It is capability.

 

A growing

shortage of skilled technicians, engineers,

and technologists is slowing

modernization, limiting innovation, and

weakening competitiveness at a time

when global manufacturing is moving

faster than ever.

Factories cannot upgrade technology

without people who know how to run it.

Products cannot move up the value chain

without engineers who can design, test,

and improve them. Without closing this

skills gap, even the strongest export base

begins to erode.

This is why the University of Applied

Engineering and Emerging Technologies

matters….not just to Sialkot, but to

Pakistan’s export future.

Initiated by the Sialkot Chamber of

Commerce and Industry, this university is

designed on the very principles that

powered China’s rise. It is not meant to be

another theoretical institution. It is

conceived as an applied, industry-linked

university focused on engineering,

emerging technologies, problem-solving,

and real factory needs. Its purpose is

simple: to produce graduates who

strengthen industry from day one.

The project has vision. It has land. It has

international academic linkages. What it

lacks is time and timely completion.

THE CHINA MODEL AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED ENGINEERING AND

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES IN SIALKOT: WHY
INVESTMENT IN SKILLS DECIDES ECONOMIC WINNERS

C           
hina did not become a technology

           

powerhouse by accident. It made

           

a Deliberate, sustained choice: to

 

invest heavily in education, research,

and applied skills, long before the results

were visible. While others debated short-

term gains, China built long-term

capacity.

Delays in funding are not just

administrative setbacks. They carry

economic consequences. Every year this

university remains incomplete is a year in

which Sialkot’s industries fall further

behind global competitors. It is a year of

lost skills, lost productivity, and lost export

potential.

China understood early that skills are

infrastructure. Universities are economic

assets. Investment in people is not a

subsidy—it is strategy.

Sialkot has taken the initiative. It has

shown foresight. Ensuring this project

reaches completion is not a concession to

one city; it is recognition of Sialkot’s role

as a backbone of Pakistan’s export

economy.

Nations that invest in skills shape the

future. Those that delay pay the price later.

The lesson from China is clear. The

question is whether we are ready to act on

it.

Today, that choice is paying off. China now

spends almost as much on research and

development as the United States. Its

universities produce tens of thousands of

engineers and researchers every year,

feeding industries that lead the world in

electric vehicles, batteries, advanced

manufacturing, and clean energy. This is

not coincidence. It is policy in action.

Equally important is how China educated

its workforce. Instead of relying only on

traditional universities, it modernized

technical and vocational education at

scale. Millions of students are trained in

applied technologies, precision

manufacturing, materials science,

automation, and emerging fields directly

linked to industry needs. Factories and

classrooms are connected. Skills are

updated continuously. Productivity follows.

Now contrast this with Sialkot.

Sialkot is one of Pakistan’s most important

export cities, a place that has earned

global recognition through hard work,

craftsmanship, and entrepreneurship.

 

China understood early that

skill are infrastructure.

Universities are economic

assets. Investment in ais

not subsidy it is strategy.

UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED ENGINEERING

 

AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
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