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A City Built on Skill, Dedication, and Global Excellence

Having lived and worked in Sialkot, | have witnessed
firsthand the energy, craftsmanship, and entrepreneurial
spirit that make this city truly special. Sialkot has long
been the pride of Pakistan. Itis a shining example of what
local industry, commitment, and innovation can achieve.
From sports goods that dominate international markets,
to surgical instruments, leather products, and apparel
exported worldwide, Sialkot's excellence has brought
Pakistan recognition across continents.

A Comparative Look: Why Our Growth Has Plateaued
Despite these successes, Pakistan's overall export
growth, even with Sialkot's contributions, remains limited
when compared to much smaller nations. Take
Singapore, for example. A country with a population
smaller than many of Pakistan's cities. Its annual exports
exceed $500 billion, while Pakistan's remain around $40
billion. The contrast is striking. The difference lies not in
talent or work ethic, but in what is being exported. While
our exports are rooted in physical goods bound by raw
materials, packaging, and logistics, Singapore's are
knowledge-based. These include information
technology, software, and digital services.

The Path Forward: Building a Modern IT Export
Ecosystem

Sialkot now stands at a critical point where it can evolve
beyond traditional exports. With new industrial zones
and export areas being developed, there exists a perfect
opportunity to establish an IT Village. This would be a hub
dedicated to software development, Al services, digijtal
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solutions, and global IT support. The IT Village could
house state-of-the-art infrastructure including high-
speed connectivity, secure data centers, modern
workspaces, and training facilities, enabling local
companiesto deliver IT exports on a global scale.

Leveraging Our Global Networks

Sialkot's exporters already have deep relationships with
international brands in sports, surgical, and leather
industries. Those very networks can serve as the
foundation for marketing IT services abroad. Through
strategic partnerships and global marketing initiatives,
Sialkot can position itself as a trusted provider of IT
services, much like it is already trusted for its
craftsmanship and reliability.

Our People: The City's Greatest Strength

Sialkot's youth are highly educated, intelligent, and tech-
savvy. They represent a generation eager to innovate and
contribute to Pakistan's digital future. With the right
environment combining infrastructure, training, and
marketing, this new generation can transform Sialkot
from a city of physical exports to a hub of intellectual and
digital exports.

Conclusion: From Manufacturing Pride to Digital
Powerhouse

Sialkot has already proven what Pakistani determination
can accomplish. The next step is to extend this legacy into
the digital domain, where innovation knows no borders.
By building a thriving IT ecosystem, Sialkot can once
again lead. Not just as the pride of Pakistan's
manufacturing past, but as the beacon of its
technological future.
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MONTHLY ACTIVITIES OF SIALKOT CHAMBER

AWARENESS SESSION ON CM PUNJAB
ASAAN KAROBAR MICROFINANCE

L

An awareness session on the Chief Minister Punjab Asaan
Karobar Microfinance Loans Programme (Phase-Il) was held
on October 22, 2025, at Sialkot Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (SCCI). The delegation from the Punjab Small
Industries Corporation (PSIC)—including Director (C&M) Ms.
Rehana Yasmin, Director (PEN) Mr. Khawaja Muhammad
Imran, and Regional Manager Mr. Zahid Safdar Malik was
warmly received by Senior Vice President Mr. Muhammad
Murad Arshad. The session, organized by PSIC in
collaboration with the Bank of Punjab (BOP), aimed to brief
the business community on the soft-loan initiative launched
under the leadership of Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
tosupportSMEsacrossPunjab.

During the proceedings, the SVP welcomed the delegation
and praised the Government of Punjab, the Industries and
Commerce Department, PSIC,andthe Bank of Punjabfortheir
roles in expanding financial access for entrepreneurs. This
was followed by a comprehensive presentation by Mr.
Khawaja Muhammad Imran, who highlighted the objectives,
eligibility criteria, and financial structure of Asaan Karobar
Finance Phase-ll. He shared that the programme builds on
the success of its first phase and now features an expanded
allocation of Rs. 75 billion for Punjab, with an additional Rs.
15 billion reserved for export-oriented SMEs. For Central
Punjab, includingSialkot,Rs. 27.23billionhasbeenallocated
to support 2006 SMEs. Loan facilities include financing for
startups, working capital, expansion, and adoption of
climate-friendly technologies, offered at 0% markup for new
projects and 3% for existing businesses, with flexible
repaymenttermsandinclusive eligibility criteria.

An interactive question-and-answer session enabled
participants to seek clarification on documentation,

applicationprocesses, and export-related financing, withthe
BankofPunjab's representative, Mr. Mubarak Ali, addressing
concerns and outlining the bank's facilitation mechanism.
The event concluded with a note of appreciation from the
Senior Vice President, who reaffirmed SCCl's commitment to
supporting its members, especially young entrepreneurs, in
availing themselves of the programme's opportunities. In
acknowledgment of the delegation's efforts, a
commemorative shield was presented to Mr. Khawaja
Muhammad Imran, marking the successful conclusion of the
awarenesssession.

MEETING ON DIGITALIZATION OF MEMBERSHIP
RECORD

A meeting on the “Digitalization of Membership Record” was
held on October 24, 2025. The Meeting began with the
recitation from the Holy Quran, after which Mr. Syed
Ahtesham Mazhar, President SCCIl, welcomed the
participants and outlined the agenda. He highlighted the
purpose of the meeting: to review IT initiatives completed
over the past year and to deliberate on the digitalization of
membership records due to extensive physical file storage.
Mr. Omer Khalid, Former Vice President, was invited to
presentupdatesonrecentlycompleted|T projects.

Mr. Omer Khalid briefed the participants on several
significant IT developments undertaken in the previous
tenure. Theseincluded the development and deployment of
SCCI's Android Mobile Application and the creation of a
secure online portal equipped with modules such as
Certificate of Origin, Visa Recommendation Letter, and Free
Sale Certificate. He also informed the committee of
enhancements made to the Membership Software through
the integration of a photo capture and storage feature.
Regarding the ERP system, he reported that while feasibility
and demonstrations were completed, most available
solutions did not meet SCCl's customized requirements. The
President appreciated these efforts and instructed that IT
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services be more prominently displayed and communicated
tothemembership.

In addressing the second agenda point, the President
stressed the urgency of digitalizing over 95,000 physical
membership files. He outlined a phased plan beginning with
the scanning and disposal of files belonging to members
inactive for ten years or more, followed by the remaining
records. The Secretariat presented the implementation
strategy and cost estimates, including the hiring of two
contractual employees to scan up to 10,000 files monthly.
After thorough deliberation, the Committee unanimously
approved the project and emphasized its importance for
SCCl's digital transformation, recommending immediate
initiation ofthe work.

VISIT OF H.E. MR. SHUICHI AKAMATSU,
AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO PAKISTAN

e 1 EEARAS \i5s
On October 25, 2025, His Excellency Mr. Shuichi Akamatsu,
Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan visited the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SCC). The session began
with the recitation of verses from the Holy Quran, followed by
a formal welcome from SCCI President Syed Ahtesham
Mazhar. In his remarks, the President highlighted the long-
standing friendship between Pakistan and Japan,
acknowledging Japan's significant contributions through
JICA and its continued support in industrial development,
skill enhancement, and policy assistance. He emphasized
the strong economic potential between the two countries,
noting that bilateraltrade reached USD 1.57 billion during FY
2024-2025, yet substantial opportunities remain in sectors
such as engineering goods, sportswear, surgical
instruments, and value-added textiles. He also discussed
ongoing initiatives, including previous and future trade
missions to Japan, and requested the Ambassador's
assistance in strengthening B2B linkages through JETRO,
improving business visa facilitation, and revitalizing

technicalcooperationprograms.

‘Responding to the President's remarks, Ambassador Mr.
Akamatsu expressed gratitude for the warm welcome and
praised Sialkot's dynamic industrial base and
entrepreneurial spirit. He shared insights from the recent
official visit of Chief Minister Punjab to Japan, noting that the
trip opened new avenues for bilateral cooperation. The
Ambassador acknowledged concerns raised by SCCI
membersregardingvisa challenges and limited participation
of Japanese businesses in Pakistani trade exhibitions,
assuring that these issues would be examined within the
Embassy. He reaffirmed Japan's commitment to expanding
engagement in trade, human resource development, and
cultural exchange, and expressed optimism that the visit to
Sialkotwouldstrengthenmutualties.

During the meeting, several senior members and
representatives from both SCCl and the Women Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Sialkot, presented their views. Dr.
Mariam Nouman highlighted the growing role of women
entrepreneurs and invited the Ambassador to the upcoming
“We Exhibit 2026”7, while also encouraging the Japanese
Embassy to explore bringing trade delegations to Sialkot.
Other members, including former presidents and executive
committee representatives, raised important suggestions
related to multi-entry business visas, sector-specific
Japanese delegations, joint venture opportunities, direct
flight connectivity, and women-focused exchange
programs. The Ambassador responded positively,
acknowledging the value of these proposals and reiterating
Japan's interest in supporting initiatives that promote
women's empowerment, innovation, and mutual industry
linkages.

In concluding the meeting, SCCl leadership emphasized the
need for a dedicated focal person at the Japanese Embassy
to streamline communication, visa processing, and trade
facilitation for Sialkot's business community. Ambassador
Mr. Akamatsu appreciated the constructive proposals and
assured that they would be given careful consideration. The
meeting ended on a note of goodwill, with both sides
reaffirming their commitment to enhancing economic,
cultural, and people-to-people relations, and expressing
strong resolve to build a deeper and more productive
partnershipbetweenJapanandSialkot.

MEETING OF SIALKOT INDUSTRIAL ZONE PROJECT

On October 21, 2025, the meeting focused primarily on
reviewing the progress of the “Sialkot Industrial Zone
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Project”, with President Syed Ahtesham Mazhar informing
participants that the Chief Minister Punjab had formally
approved the project and directed submission of its
summary by October 31, 2025. He traced the project's
evolution since 2016 and acknowledged the consistent
efforts of successive Chamber presidents, PIEDMC, the
Industries Department, and SIFC in completing essential
technical and administrative stages. The President
reiterated that the IndustrialZone marked the beginning of a
transformative era for Sialkot's industrial growth, exports,
and employment generation, and that the current meeting
aimedtofinalizethe financialmodelahead ofthe Chamber's
upcomingengagementwiththe SecretaryIndustries.

Former Presidents, including Mr. lkram-ul-Hag, Khawaja
Masood Akhtar, Majid Raza Bhutta, and others, provided
detailed insights into the funding challenges, land
acquisition status, and proposed implementation models.
Discussions highlighted two parallel tracks: preserving the
1,400-acre Industrial Zone exclusively for Sialkot's SMEs
under the PIEDMC framework, and separately exploring
opportunities for Saudi-led or other foreign joint ventures on
alternative sites of 650 or 350 acres. Consensus emerged
that foreign investment could play a valuable role in
technology transfer and global market connectivity, but
should not be merged with the main Industrial Zone, which
must remain affordable and accessible for Sialkot's small
andmediummanufacturers.

The meeting also reviewed the ongoing concerns regarding
the “Final Tax Regime (FTR)” and continued advance tax
deductions despite exporters' transition to the Normal Tax
Regime (NTR). The President emphasized the need to
protect exporters from unjustified deductions, directing
exploration of both policy engagement and legal remedies.
Participants agreed that while dialogue with the Government
and FBR should continue, the Chamber must also prepare

the groundwork for potential litigation to strengthenuits
n_ggg_t’l'éting position. Several members stressed that
collective advocacy and readiness to pursue legal channels
had historically yielded positive outcomes for the business
community.

Inthe finalsegment, the meeting discussed the “University of
Applied Engineering & Emerging Technologies (UAEET)”,
with the President reaffirming it as a top priority. Members
noted that while Punjab’s funding commitment had been
fulfilled, the Federalallocationremained pending, prompting
consideration of foreign or private investment. However, the
house emphasized that the university should remain a
public-sector project to ensure affordable, high-quality
technical education. Participants supported continued
government engagement to safeguard the project's original
vision and stressed the importance of partnering with
reputedinternational

MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
EDUCATION REGARDING AL-SUFFAH FREE TUITION
PROGRAMME

The meeting of the Departmental Committee on Education
held on October 31, 2025, focused primarily on three key
agenda points: Presentation of the Annual Performance
Report for the Al-Suffah Free Tuition Programme, and
Acknowledgmentand appreciation of stakeholders,donors,
volunteers, teachers, and outstanding students, Chairing
the session, Dr. Khurram Anwar Khawaja welcomed all
distinguished participants and highlighted the remarkable
progress achieved under the Al-Suffah Programme. He
presented a detailed report showcasing the programme's
expansion from 10 schools in 2024 to 19 schools and two
colleges in 2025, supporting 2,285 students through the
dedicated efforts of 95 teachers and volunteers. The
presentation also emphasized infrastructural
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improvements, academic support for financially challenged
students, and the commendable contributions of donors
who enabled the programme to double its annual budget
withinayear.

The report further incorporated insights from attending
stakeholders, including the Sialkot Welfare Council, SCCI
leadership, and education experts, all of whom praised the
programme'’s rapid growth and positive academic impact.
Participants highlighted the need for continued
collaboration with government institutions, particularly in
enhancingtechnicaland vocationaltraining for Matric-level
students, addressing declining educational standards in
public schools, and improving basic infrastructure. The
meetingalsoincluded notable financialcommitments,such
asdonationsannouncedbyMr. AbdulGhafoorMalikandthe
Anwar Khawaja Family, reinforcing the shared commitment
tosustainingandexpandingtheinitiative.

In conclusion, the session reaffirmed the collective resolve
to strengthen the Al-Suffah Free Tuition Programme as a
long-term educational support model for underprivileged
students. The Chair expressed gratitude to all donors,
volunteers, teachers, and partner institutions for their
unwavering dedication. The meeting closed with the
distribution of shields, medals, and certificates of

appreciation,followedbyavote ofthankstothe Chair.

1ST BOARD MEETING OF SCCI MED PHARMACY

O ._
On November 01, 2025: the first Board Meeting of SCCI Med
Pharmacy was held under the chairmanship of Mr. Mian
Muhammad Khalil, beginning with the recitation of the Holy
Quran. The Chairmanwelcomedallparticipants, expressing
gratitude to Sialkot Chamber President Syed Ahtisham
Mazhar and former Presidents for their presence. The
meeting focused on the establishment, operational
progress, and financial management of SCClI Med

Pharmacy, whichwas launched eight months ago to provide
high-quality medicines at discounted rates for the general

public. Mr. lkram-ul-Haq highlighted the pharmacy's social

mission, itsincreasing sales reaching up to PKR 600,000 per
day, and contributions made to maintain and expand the
medicinestock.

Discussions emphasized the financial and operational
sustainability of the pharmacy. Treasurer Mr. Asad Nasir
Malik proposed appointing an independent accountant to
maintaindaily accounts and assist with annualaudits, which
was supported by the Chairman. Strategies to introduce
home delivery were reviewed, including a proposalforafixed
delivery charge, while the feasibility of using external
delivery services was debated due to high commission
rates. Suggestions were made to reduce the discount
margin slightly, partially shift to generic medicines, and add
personal-care products with higher margins to cover
operational expenses, ensuring the “no profit, no loss”
modelremainsviable.

The Board concluded with key decisions to strengthen the
pharmacy'soperations. Theseincluded conductingathird-
party audit of accounts and medicine stock, appointing an
independent accountant immediately, and utilizing the
vacant space under the chamber mosque for pharmacy
operations. The meeting underscored the commitment of
all members to maintain the pharmacy's mission of
providing affordable, genuine medicines while ensuring
financialand operationalsustainability.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

SME/TRAINING/E-COMMERCE

The meeting of the Departmental Committee on SME/
Training/ E-Commerce was held on November 03, 2025,
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Lahshan Khilji. The session
began with introductions, followed by a discussion on the
Committee's action plans and targets for 2025-26. The
Chairman outlined the core objectives of the Committee,
emphasizing SME capacity-building, export
competitiveness, digitaltrade promotion,and collaboration
with institutions such as SMEDA, TEVTA, and NAVTTC for a
comprehensive annual training calendar. Members were
encouraged to identify sectoral challenges so that the
Committee could take them up with relevant government
bodiesandministriesforappropriatefacilitation.

During the discussion, key SME concerns were highlighted,
includingthe non-availability andinconsistent quality of raw
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materials, market disruptions caused by inexperienced new
exporters, and serious shipping-related issues such as data

discussing the fundraising strategy for the Al-Suffa Free
Tuition Program. While discussing Agenda ltem No. 1, the,,

breaches and unregulated agents. Members also pointed-~Chairman emphasized the rigorous scrutiny process

out persistent banking challenges and the absence of an
international payment gateway, alongside a significant skill
gap in digital marketing, particularly for SMEs needing
training on social media advertising and e-commerce
platforms like Amazon and Alibaba. Additional
recommendations included developing SOPs for HR hiring
to safeguard business data, establishing a fabric testing
facility for quality standardization, avoiding dealings with
non-registered suppliers, and setting up an SCCI Complaint
Cellforstructuredresolution ofindustry grievances.

In response, the Chairman assured members that all
reported issues would be prioritized and addressed
systematically. He announced plans to organize seminars
on digital marketing and modern business technologies,
engage Alibaba Global Channel Partners for capacity-
building sessions, and invite DHL, FedEx,and UPSto discuss
and resolve shipping challenges. The Committee also
agreed on several action points, including preparing the
annual training calendar, forwarding banking concerns to
the relevant Committee, evaluating the proposal for a
Complaint Cell, and reviewing the feasibility of HR SOPs and
afabrictestingmechanism. The meetingconcludedwiththe
Chairman’s invitation for members to formally submit their
concerns viaemail, ensuringtimely escalation and effective
implementation of Committee initiatives for the benefit of
SMEs.

MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

EDUCATION

The meeting of the Departmental Committee on Education,
held on November 07, 2025, focused on three key agenda
points: Awarding scholarships to deserving students and

adopted by the Committee to ensure that scholarships are
granted onlytodeservingandacademically strongstudents
enrolled in government colleges and universities. Due to
limited funds and a significant increase in
applications,particularly from GC Women University, only
26 students were approved for scholarships for the period
November2025to April 2026, including8renewalcases and
18 new applications. The Chairman reiterated the

Committee's commitment to supporting students
throughout their degree programs, provided they maintain
satisfactoryacademicperformance.

Under Agenda ltem No. 2, the Chairman highlighted the
recent event organized at SCCI to present the Annual
PerformanceReport ofthe Al-Suffa Free TuitionProgramand
acknowledge the commendable contributions of donors,
volunteers, and teachers. To brief participants who could
not attend the event, the Chairman invited Mr. Shahid
Naseer, Convener of Sialkot Welfare Council, who
elaborated on the program's scope and impact. He noted
that more than 2,000 students across 19 Government High
Schools and 2 colleges are currently benefiting from the
initiative, along with the distribution of winter clothing to
over 2,400 underprivileged children. Representatives from
GC Women University, including Dr. Muhammad Latif and
Dr. YaarMuhammad, assured continuousvolunteersupport
and offered forward-looking proposals such as enhancing
teacher motivation, recording lectures for online access,
and exploring partnerships with media channels to
maximize outreach.

The Chairman proposed a strategic plan to scale the
program from 20 to 50 schools without increasing the
budget, by introducing a structured cycle of in-school
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academicreinforcementfollowedbytargeted crash courses

visits while drawing attention to critical issues such as high

for weak students. He also stressed the importance of shipping costs and raw material challenges affecting SMEs.
strengthening school libraries to cultivate reading habits”ﬁ‘r'és_ponse, the Chairman assured that Mr. Haji Tariqg

amongstudents. The meetingconcluded withthe Chairman
expressing gratitude to all participants for their insightful
contributions and continued support toward advancing
educationaldevelopmentinthedistrict.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
SPORTS GOODS & SPORTS WEARS, TEXTILE,
APPAREL, AND BAGS

A meeting was held on November 11, 2025, chaired by Mr.
Wahub Jahangir, Chairman of the Departmental Committee
onSports Goods & Sports Wears, Textile, Apparel,and Bags,
to discuss and finalize the Committee's objectives and
operational scope for the upcoming year. The Chairman
appreciatedthe previous efforts ofthe Committee underthe
leadership of Mr. Amer Majeed Kapoor and emphasized the
need for expert collaboration in determining the
Committee's priorities, structure, and core membership. He
highlighted planstostudy globalimportand exporttrends of
sports goods, prioritize markets offering easier access and
favorable visa policies, and explore opportunities in ASEAN
countries whose ambassadors were scheduled to visit the
Chamber. Stressing the significance of compliance for
SMEs, he announced plans to conduct 7-8 seminarstoraise
awareness about compliance standards and involve special
advisors and experienced members fortechnical guidance.
He furtheraddedthatbusiness delegationsforsportssector
members would be arranged to enhance market exposure
andsecurenewbusinessavenues.

The Senior Vice Chairman, Mr. Amer Majeed Kapoor,
endorsed the Chairman's proposals and emphasized the
need to maintain SME-focused initiatives and continuous
feedback mechanisms. Vice Chairman Mr. Jawad Khalid
supported the emphasis on compliance and delegation

Hussain, Chairman of the Departmental Committee on
Shipping/Dryport, would be invited to the next meeting for
expert guidance. The meeting concluded with a vote of
thankstothe Chair.

MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
WAPDA / SUI GAS

A meeting of the Departmental Committee on WAPDA / Sui
Gas was held on November 12, 2025, under the
chairmanship of Mian Muhammad Anwar. The Chairman
welcomed the representative of GEPCO, Mr. Sarfraz, along
with all committee members, and outlined the agenda
focusing on interaction, discussion of matters related to
WAPDA/Sui Gas, and planning for the 2025-26 session.
After member introductions, the Chairman highlighted his
25 years of service leading the Committee and reaffirmed
his commitment to prioritizing the resolution of member
issues. He also acknowledged the strong cooperation
extended by GEPCO leadership, particularly Mr. M. Ayoub,
CEO GEPCO, and the regional management of GEPCO
Sialkot, for their prompt response to the concerns of
Chamber members. He congratulated the newly appointed
Senior Vice Chairman, Mr. Mehtab Magsood, who assured
full support in addressing member cases, while other
members, including Mian Asif Ali, appreciated the
Chairman’sdedicationandpledgedtheircooperation.

During the discussion, the Committee unanimously
recommended that all GEPCO and SNGPL-related
complaints from members must be submitted in writing on
official letterheads along with copies of the relevant bills. It
was further advised that the issue of Sui Gas load shedding
should be taken up with the Regional Manager SNGPL,
Sialkot. As part of the decisions, the Committee resolved to
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formally write to the RegionalManager SNGPL regarding gas
load shedding and to arrange a delegation visit to the office

of S.E GEPCO Sialkot for direct coordination. The meeting

concluded with a vote of thanks from the Chairman, who
expressed gratitude to all participantsfortheirvaluable time
andcontributions.

VISIT OF ASEAN ENVOYS TO SIALKOT CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (SCCI)

Adistinguished delegation of ASEAN envoys visited SCCl on
November12,2025,as part oftheirEconomic Tripto Sialkot.
The delegation included ambassadors and high
commissioners from Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei, Myanmar,
Vietnam, Indonesia, and the Philippines. The sessionbegan
with a welcome address by SCCI President Syed Ahtesham
Mazhar, who highlighted Sialkot's economic achievements,
including annual foreign exchange earnings of USD 2.63
billion, leadership in sports goods manufacturing, and top
global positions in surgical instruments, leather products,
and textile sportswear. He proposed initiatives to
strengthen economic ties, including regular B2B trade
delegations, Quick Entry Visa facilitation, dedicated ASEAN
embassy focal persons, and reviving institutional linkages
forcapacity-buildingprograms.

The envoys provided detailed insights into ASEAN's
economic potential and trade opportunities with Pakistan.
The Thai Ambassador highlighted the ASEAN region's
population of over 680 million, GDP exceeding USD 4trillion,
andinitiatives like the ASEAN Single Window and E-Customs
to streamline trade. He proposed an ASEAN Trade Fair in
Sialkot and encouraged joint ventures in surgical
instruments and sports goods. The Malaysian High
Commissioner emphasized Malaysia-Pakistan trade
relations, tax incentives for high-tech industries, and the
potential for sports goods export growth. Representatives

from Brunei, Myanmar, Vietnam, the Philippines, and
Indonesia highlighted opportunities in agriculture, rice,
textiles, surgical instruments, sports goods, and halal
industries, encouraging Sialkot businesses to explore
partnerships, joint ventures, and participation in regional
trade expos.

A detailed Q&A session followed, where SCCI leadership
sought clarifications on ASEAN customs harmonization,
tariff structures, aviation connectivity, and direct
procurement opportunities. Former SCCI Presidents and
Senior Vice Presidents emphasized challenges faced by
Sialkot exporters, including indirect sourcing of surgical
instruments, lack of brand recognition, and the need for
value addition in the sports and surgical sectors. They
proposed direct flights between ASEAN nations and Sialkot,
technical collaborations with ASEAN universities, and
streamlinedtrade processestoenhance competitiveness.

In response, the Thai Ambassador explained the ASEAN
Trade in Goods Agreement's progress, customs
harmonization, and the efficiency of the ASEAN Single
Window system, offeringits extension to Pakistanipartners.
The Malaysian High Commissioner addressed aviation
connectivity and proposed frameworks for direct
procurement of surgical instruments from Sialkot
manufacturers. The session concluded with the dignitaries
exchanging commemorative shields and recording their
appreciative remarks in the SCCI Visitors' Book, reflecting a
shared commitment to strengthening economic and trade
relationsbetween Sialkotand ASEAN nations.

HEALTH AWARENESS SESSION ON STROKE PREVENTION &
EVERCARE HOSPITAL FREE MEDICAL CAMP

On Noembér 13, 2025: The Departmental Committee on
Medical/Hospital organized a health awareness session on
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stroke prevention led by Associate Professor Dr. Sajjad Ali,
Consultant Neuro-physician. Muhammad Murad Arshad,

medicine support. Speakers included Prof. Dr. Khawar
Abbas Chaudhry (Pulmonary & Critical Care), Ms. Maryami,

Senior Vice President, welcomed attendees and~Amjad(ClinicalPsychologist),andDr. Umaira Anjum (Family

emphasized the importance of early awareness and
preventive measures to reduce the risk of stroke,
highlighting the connection between physical and mental
well-being and long-term productivity. Dr. Sajjad Al
explained stroke as a leading cause of death and disability,
particularly in developing countries, and detailed
modifiable risk factors such as high blood pressure,
diabetes, high cholesterol, smoking, obesity,and sedentary
lifestyle. He discussed emergency interventions, including
the critical role of timely TPA injections, and provided
practical demonstrations, case studies, and guidance on
lifestyle modificationsandriskmanagement.

The session included active participation from attendees,
including Sialkot Chamber President Mian Muhammad
Khalil and Executive Member Mr. Sohail Masood, who
appreciated the practical advice provided. The committee
noted that the session successfully raised awareness and
reinforced SCCl's commitment to member health. Sheikh
Aamer Mahmood, Chairman Committee, proposed making
TPA injections available at the SCCI Med Pharmacy at
subsidized rates for emergencies, with Dr. Sajjad Ali
agreeingtosharethesourceforprocurement.

On November 20, 2025: A medical camp was organized at
SCClin collaborationwith Evercare Hospital Lahore, led by a
team of senior medical professionals. Syed Ahtesham
Mazhar, President SCCI, welcomed the delegation and
emphasized the partnership's aim to provide reliable and
accessible healthcare for Chamber members, addressing
Sialkot's limited advanced medical facilities. The Evercare
team highlighted services including cardiopulmonary
rehabilitation, stroke and neuromuscular clinics, lifestyle
disease prevention, mental health counseling, and family

Medicine), who discussed environmental health challenges,
mentalhealthissues,andpreventive healthcare practices.

Sheikh Aamer Mahmood requested an increase in the
discount for Chamber members from 15% to 20% and
sought updated price lists for surgeries and procedures to
enhance transparency for members. Evercare
representatives responded positively, noting ongoing
negotiations with other hospitals such as National Hospital
and Horizon Hospital Lahore under similar terms. The
Chamber also encouraged the delegation to explore
procurement opportunities in Sialkot's medical device and
surgical instrument sectors. During the camp, over 82
patients were facilitated, reflecting the success and impact
of SCCl'shealthinitiativesinthe localcommunity.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH

MANAGEMENT & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

On 14th November, 2025, the inaugural meeting of the
Departmental Committee on Research Management &
Sustainable Development was chaired by Dr. Raza-Ullah
Shah, who welcomed the members and appreciated their
commitment to advancing research-oriented and
sustainability-driven initiatives for the Sialkot industrial
sector. Members introduced themselves, sharing their
academic and professional backgrounds along with
ongoingresearchengagements. The Chairmanoutlinedthe
mandate of the Committee and presented the proposed
vision and workplan for 2025-26, emphasizing the need to
strengthen university-industry linkages, formalize research
frameworks, and align industrial growth with sustainability
benchmarks. He highlighted the significance of Pakistan
Standard 5549:2022 on Research Management for
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Sustainable Development and sought institutional support
from SCClto advocate forits wideradoption across national
export sectors. He also underscored the existing"
disconnect between academic curricula and industrial
realities, proposingthe creation ofalocalindustrialresearch
databank at SCCI to support students, researchers, and
appliedindustrialstudies.

During the discussion, members shared insights on major
sustainability and compliance challenges faced by Sialkot's
industries, including zero-waste certification, recycling
mechanisms, waste-to-energy solutions, and water
treatment requirements. Collaboration opportunities
emerged between academia, industry, and development
partners—most notably through the UNIDO-supported
Sialkot Tannery Zone and its Combined Effluent Treatment
Plant. Contributions were made on carbon credit modeling,
sustainable materials research, and environmental testing
capacity. Industry representatives also raised concerns
regarding the rising cost of medical-grade plastics and
proposed collaborative research to develop sustainable
alternatives. To streamline progress, the Committee
unanimously agreed to establish two specialized working
groups: (i) the Carbon Credit & Emissions Group, tasked with
industrial greenhouse gas assessments and modeling; and
(i) the Wastewater & Resource Recovery Group, responsible
for wastewater treatment, recycling solutions, and waste-
derived raw material applications. Both groups will
coordinate with the SCClI R&D Secretariat and present
progressupdatesinupcomingreview meetings.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
INDUSTRIAL SAFETY & RISK MANAGEMENT

On 14th November, 2025: the meeting began with the

recitation ofthe Holy Quran, followed byintroductions ofthe
committee members. Mr. Jawad Khalid, Chairman,

welcomed participants and outlined the committee’s
strategic focus on fire safety, compliance, awareness:

s

programs, and practical emergency response training,
particularly for SMEs that lack basic safety arrangements.
He emphasized the importance of regular drills, proper
installation of safety equipment, and proactive risk
assessments. The Chairman highlighted collaboration with
Rescue 1122 and other authorities to ensure hands-on
training and stressed that stakeholders at all levels must be
engagedtofosterastrongsafety culture. Mr. ShahbazSaim,
Senior Vice Chairman, shared experiences from previous
mock exercises and noted challenges such as inadequate
water supply systems and the need for updated firefighting
equipmentinfactories.

Committee members discussed practical steps to improve
industrialsafety,includingconductingsurveys of chemical-
handling factories, installing immediate firefighting
measures like Fire Balls, and preparing a comprehensive list
of essential safety equipment with suppliers and estimated
costs. Mr. Jawad Khalid confirmed that awareness
sessions, field visits, and mock exercises would continue to
strengthen SMEs' preparedness. He also announced that
representatives from relevant government departments
would be invited to the next meeting to brief members on
certification processes, compliance requirements, and
safety standards. The meeting concluded with a vote of
thanks to the Chair, reaffirming the committee's
commitment to minimizing risks and promoting a culture of
industrialsafety.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

On November 14, 2025: The meeting commenced with the
recitation ofthe Holy Quran and introductions of committee
members. Mr. Salman Sheikh, Chairman/Vice President,
welcomed the members and explained the strategic focus
for 2025-26 using an 80-20 approach, dedicating 80% of
efforts to major projects and 20% to smaller activities. He
emphasizedlong-term Vision 2030 planningfor T initiatives
and clarified that cyber security and Chamber automation
wouldbe managedbyaseparate committeeunderMr. Umar
Khalid. He highlighted the importance of cyber security for
companies,the Chamber'songoingwork onane-commerce
platformin collaboration with China,and potentialsolutions
for payment gateways despite the current unavailability of
PayPalinPakistan.

The Committee discussed major projects including
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transforming the SCCl website into a “state-of-the-art”

The Chairman reviewed the previous year's achievements,

platform within three months, with modern design, includingtheissuanceofacommemorative postalstampfor,
prominent information display, Made in Sialkot product~the Women Chamber, establishment of a member

categories, exhibition updates, cyber security tickers, and
animproved mobile app with push notifications. Plans were
also shared to launch a podcast featuring business
personalities and Chamber activities across social media
platforms. Additionally, a state-of-the-art e-library was
proposed, offering physical books, online subscriptions,
international magazines, computer access, and monthly
library club meetings to encourage reading culture and
networking, in collaboration with the Women Chamber and
SmallChamber.

Members provided suggestions on IT export industry
support,cybersecurity awareness, userexperience surveys,
and global technology exposure. Emphasis was placed on
addressing deficiencies in company-level security,
preparing forISO 27001 certification,and supporting online
export platforms. After deliberations, the Committee
unanimously agreed to adopt the 80-20 strategic approach,
implement the website upgrade, develop the e-commerce
platform, launch the podcast, establish the e-library, and
continue advocacy with government authorities regarding
payment gateways and cyber security requirements,
ensuring SCCl remains at the forefront of IT innovation and
exportfacilitation.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON POST

OFFICE/TELECOMMUNICATION

One 18 November, 2025: the meeting of the Departmental
Committee on Post Office/ Tele-communication was
chaired by Mr. Ahmad Imtiaz Khan, who opened the session
by thanking the members for their appreciation and
reaffirming his commitment to serving the Chamber and
ensuring smooth coordination with Pakistan Postand PTCL.

facilitation help desk of Post Office in SCCI, introduction of
registered postal delivery for the Chamber Bulletin, and
constructive engagement with national institutions to
address service-related issues. He briefed the members on
his recent meeting with the Director General Pakistan Post,
where key concerns, including rising Foreign Letter Mail
(FGNG) rates were discussed. A mutual understanding was
developed to offer up to a 30% reduction on FGNG rates for
the Chamber'stop 20 export destinations,and Pakistan Post
also committed to exploring direct international dispatch of
parcels from Sialkot International Airport to reduce transit
time. The Chairman highlighted the need for upgrading the
GPO Sialkot infrastructure and assured that SCCI, with
member support, would contribute to this improvement
duringthecurrentyear.

Department representatives, including the Senior
Postmaster and Directors from PTCL, provided detailed
updates on service performance, infrastructure upgrades,
and the status of ongoing fiber-optic expansion across
Sialkot. PakistanPost officials confirmedthe formationofan
internal committee to finalize the proposed foreign mailrate
reductions, while PTCL representatives reported that nearly
half of Sialkot's connections had already been shifted to
Flash Fiber, with remaining areas,including Mujahid Road,
Sialkot Cantt, and nearby localities—scheduled for
completion over the coming months. Members raised
operational concerns such as delays in foreign parcel
handling, quality of packaging, staff behavior, and
disruptions in PTCL services during extended load-
shedding. Both departments acknowledged the concerns
and assured timely corrective measures. The meeting
concluded with the Chairman expressing confidence in
continued collaboration with Pakistan Post and PTCL and
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announcingthataseminarwould soon be organizedto brief
Chamber Members on available postal services and

updated rates, reinforcing the Chamber's commitment to~

strengtheningnationalinstitutions.

METING WITH MR. MUHAMMAD ASIM MALIK,
PROJECT DIRECTOR SBCC

A meeting was held at the Sialkot Business and Commerce
Centre (SBCC) on November 18, 2025, where Mr. Lahshan
Khilji, Chairman Committee on SME /Training/E-Commerce,
met with Mr. Muhammad Asim Malik, Project Director SBCC,
to discuss collaborative opportunities between SCCI and
SMEDA for SME-focused trainings. Mr. Khilji shared a
comprehensive list of proposed training programs covering
areas such as costing and pricing, access to finance, digital
marketing, e-commerce business development, Al tools,
FTAs, logistics, TQM, leadership skills, and intellectual
property rights. He emphasized that Access to Finance
remains the most critical training need for SMEs, as many
business owners are unaware of available fundingschemes.
Mr. Malik informed that SBCC will celebrate Women
Entrepreneurship Day on December 03, 2025, where loan
disbursements will take place, and agreed to invite the
Presidents of SCCl and the Women Chamber. He further
assured full support to SCCl members facing challenges in
loanapplicationprocessing.

The Chairman also highlighted the need to upgrade the
SMEDA Machinery Upgradation/Stitching Unit Scheme by
including modern equipment such as sublimation,
embroidery, DTF, and laser-marking machines. Mr. Malik
agreed to raise the matter with higher authorities.
Additionally, he confirmedthat SBCCwould collaborate with
SCCI to organize a two-day Vendor Fair featuring leading
national fabric suppliers to facilitate SMEs with improved
sourcing opportunities. He also announced a planned

exposure visit to Faisalabad for Sialkot entrepreneurs:to

enhance their technical and industry knowledge. Both:
‘parties agreed to work together in arranging advanced

training sessions in e-commerce, supply chain,and Altools,

with SMEDA sharingtrainer profileswith SCClfor review.

ZOOM MEETING WITH MR. HAROON SHARIF,
PAKISTAN REGIONAL ECONOMIC FORUM

On November 19, 2025: The meeting, chaired by President
SCCISyed AhteshamMazhar,openedwithanoverviewofthe
strategic significance of Saudi investment for Sialkot's
industrial expansion. The Chair emphasized that global
economic shifts,particularly under Saudi Vision 2030,
present a timely opportunity for Pakistan to integrate into
diversified, high-value supply chains. Briefing the
participants, Mr. Haroon Sharif traced the evolution of
global Economic Zones and highlighted that successful
international models thrive not merely on taxincentives but
on comprehensive ecosystems featuring industrial
clustering, skilled human capital, efficient regulatory
structures, and integrated services such as banking,
customs, logistics, and training. He identified Pakistan's
fragmented federal-provincialapproach as a key reasonfor
past underperformance and stressed the need for modern,
self-contained, professionally managed zones supported
by long-term leasing frameworks commonly adopted
acrossAsiaandtheMiddle East.

During the discussion, participants noted that Saudi Arabia
currently offersauniquelyalignedinvestmentclimate dueto
its expanding non-oil manufacturing base, demand for
skilled Pakistani labor, and availability of blended financing
through international development institutions. A strategic
Tripartite Joint Venture structure—combining Pakistani
manufacturing strength, Saudi capital and market access,
and Chinesetechnicalexpertise—was proposed asthe most
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viable formula to accelerate industrial advancement.
Members underscored that Sialkot's future export growth

depends on developing critical import-substitution

capabilities, especially in high-grade polyester, technical
fabrics, and stainless steel, as well as addressing structural
cost disadvantages such as high utilities and heavy
corporate taxation. The group also noted that shifting
global production patterns, particularly Chinese
diversification triggered by US tariffs, create an opportunity
for Pakistan to capture new manufacturing flows through a
shared Pakistan-Saudiproductionarchitecture.

In conclusion, it was recognized that although challenges
exist, sustained institutional focus and unified industry
leadership can turn this opportunity into a transformative
industrial initiative for the region. A Private Sector Export
Processing Zone model was identified as the most efficient
framework for execution. The meeting agreed on key
recommendations, including the development of an
investor-ready Options Document by PREF, escalation of
the proposal to SIFC and the Prime Minister's Office,
identification of suitable land under a long-term lease
model, formation of a leadership and technical task group,
and targeting a two-year development horizon subject to
governmentfacilitationandfinancing. The Sialkot Chamber
also committed to preparing a formal wish-list document to
serve as the foundation for the concept note and detailed
proposal.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

On November 19, 2025: the meeting began with the
recitationfromthe Holy Quran, afterwhichMr. Haseeb Tahir,
Chairman of the Committee, welcomed the members and
introduced himself. He emphasized his commitment to
supporting young entrepreneurs and encouraged members

to share their business-related concerns so the committee

could “work toward practical solutions. Senior office"

bearers, including Vice President Mr. Salman Sheikh and
Executive Committee Members Mr. Jawad Khalid and Mr.
Mehtab Magsood, congratulated the Chairman and
expressed confidenceinhisleadership. Key early proposals
included organizing industrial tours for capacity-building,
improving the functionality of the SCCI mobile application,
and addressing ongoing industry challenges such as
shipping delays, rising raw material costs, and logistical
constraints.

Members highlighted severalstrategicinitiatives forthe year
2025-2026. Ms. Kinza ljaz stressed the need for technical
training, especially in taxation and business development,
and proposed creating an incubation center to support new
and female entrepreneurs. She also recommended using
social media platforms to strengthen outreach and
streamline information sharing. Contributions from other
members included strengthening postal and logistics
services, supported by updates from the Chairman of Post
Office/ Telecommunication Committee and encouraging
industry-academia collaboration to bridge knowledge and
skills gaps. Ms. Fatima Saba from Future Synergy shared
opportunities for networking and international exposure,
including an upcoming event in Azerbaijan aimed at
promotingentrepreneurialengagement.

The members collectively emphasized crucial areas
requiring attention, such as improving labor skills through
coordination with NAVTTC, TEVTA, and SMEDA; conducting
training programs on costing, certifications, production
practices, and export requirements; and addressing
shipping and customs-related challenges through proper
channels. It was highlighted that while Sialkot produces
world-class goods for global brands, local entrepreneurs
must enhance their branding and marketing capacity to
strengthen the “Made in Sialkot” identity internationally.
The committee agreed on the need for continuous
awarenesssessions, mentorship programs,and

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

MACHINERY, CHEMICAL AND RELATED SECTORS

On November 19, 2025: The inaugural meeting of the
Departmental Committee on Machinery, Chemical and
Related Sectors was convened under the chairmanship of
Mr. IgbalAsad, whowelcomed allmembers and outlined the
purpose of forming the Committee for the year 2025-26. He
highlighted the vision of SCCI President, Syed Ahtesham
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Mazhar, in recognizing the growing importance of
machinery, chemical, and textile process industries in
Sialkot's industrial landscape. Members
themselves and shared their professional backgrounds,
reaffirming their commitment to contributing toward
sectoralimprovementandpolicyalignment.

In reviewing the Committee's objectives, the Chairman
presented a comprehensive overview of the challenges
faced by the sportswear, machinery, and chemical sectors,
including dependence onimported performance materials,
outdated machinery in smaller units, limited brand
development, and shortages of skilled technical workers.
Members added that high energy tariffs, complex buyer
compliance requirements, shippinginefficiencies,and weak
digital marketing further hinder export competitiveness.
Additional concerns were raised regarding the soap and
detergentindustry's reliance onimported raw materials and
the absence of a traceable, environmentally compliant
chemical and dyeing ecosystem, prompting strong support
for establishinga dedicated Chemicaland Dyeing Industrial
Zone with CETP facilities. The Committee also recognized
the need to adopt digital production monitoring and Al-
enabled efficiency tracking, now increasingly demanded by
internationalbuyers.

To advance practical solutions, the Committee agreed to
prioritize research on energy-efficient boiler systems for
polyester dyeing and cost-effective automation models
suitable for local industries. It was unanimously decided to
arrange two industrial study visits: one to Siddique Tannery,
Lahore, to examine its solar-thermal hybrid boiler systemas
a potential low-cost energy solution, and another to Style
Textiles, Lahore, to observe modern automation, digital
performance logging, and real-time manufacturing
analytics applicable to Sialkot's sportswear sector. These
initiatives aim to equip the Committee with evidence-based

introduced

insights® for recommending reforms that enhance
productivity, sustainability, compliance, and global
‘competitiveness.

MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
EVENT MANAGEMENT

The meeting of the Departmental Committee on Event
Management was held on 24 November, 2025. The
Chairman Committee Mian Muhammad Khalil welcomed
participants and thanked SCCI President Syed Ahtesham
Mazhar for attending. He noted that co-option letters had
not yet been issued, resulting in low attendance, and
assured that the next meeting would include all members.
The Chairman highlighted the success of five Social Media
Marketing Courses conducted over the past two months,
which trained over 600 participants and resulted in several
receiving export or sample orders. Positive feedback from
participants, including those from other cities in the
Gujranwala Division, was acknowledged, demonstrating the
Chamber’'scommitmenttoempoweringyouth.

The meeting also focused on upcoming events and
collaborations. The President suggested organizing a
“Made in Pakistan One-Day Expo” alongside the Best
Achievement Awards, with invitations extended to foreign
ambassadors, and emphasized partnering with SMEDA to
secure free venues and additional support for training
programs. The committee also discussed reviving speech
competitions, debates, nationalsongs, and otheracademic
contests for students, while documenting events through
videos for broader social media outreach. Previous
successful initiatives, such as the Made in Sialkot Expo and
Best Achievement Awards at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad, were
citedasmodelstoguide futureevents.

Concluding the meeting, the Chairman confirmed the
resumption of delegation visits to other chambers, with the
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first scheduled for Swat and Gilgit-Baltistan, and reaffirmed
the committee's commitment to organizing all proposed

consolidating proposals for the restoration of the Final Tax
Regime (FTR) to stabilize the sector and reduce audity

events diligently overthe comingten months. He expressed~ burdens. Members also welcomed FBR's initiative to

gratitude for the cooperation of members and emphasized
that the committee's achievements were due to collective
effortandtheblessings of Allah Almighty.

MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

INCOME TAX / FTR

.. ML | <

On November 25, 2025, the meeting of the Departmental
Committee onlncome Tax,/ FTRwas chaired by Mr. Imran Ali
Rana and attended by all committee members. The
Chairman welcomed participants and emphasized the
purpose of discussing emerging issues under the Normal
Tax Regime, challenges in audits, refund processing, IRIS
system limitations, and difficulties faced by exporters
following the withdrawal of the FTR. Members highlighted
key concerns including procedural harassment during
audits, system faults such as negative HS coding affecting
refunds, delays in basic IRIS functions, and the need for a
stable, predictable taxenvironment.

The Committee extensively deliberated on specific issues
raised by members. Points discussed included the CVT
exemption threshold, complications in salary and purchase
matching, recurring audit objections, unofficial practices
duringrefund claims, and operational bottlenecks affecting
exporters’ compliance. Members stressed that ongoing
challenges suchasblocked refunds, repeated audit notices,
and inconsistent interpretation of clauses are creating
uncertainty for the business community.
Recommendations were made for system improvements,
better delegation of authority, and clearer guidelines to
ensurefairtreatment oftaxpayers.

Regarding policy solutions, the Committee agreed on

conduct a Tax Culture and Awareness Session at SCCI to
educate taxpayers and facilitate compliance. The
Chairman directed members to submit their
recommendations promptly for inclusion in'the upcoming
budget proposals. The meeting concluded with a decision
to hold a follow-up session in December to review progress
andfinalizeactionpoints.

VISIT OF MR. AHMED SHUJA, CHIEF COMMISSIONER
INLAND REVENUE, RTO SIALKOT

On October 21, 2025, Mr. Ahmed Shujja, Chief
Commissionerinland Revenue,RTO Sialkotvisitedthe SCCI.
The meeting began with welcoming remarks from the
President of Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(SCCI), Syed Ahtesham Mazhar, who emphasized the need
for strong coordination between the Chamber and the
Regional Tax Office. He, along with other participants,
highlighted key concerns such as rising compliance
pressures, difficulties in documenting informal vendors,
delays in refunds and audit closures, and confusion arising
from certain legal provisions. Representatives includingthe
Senior Vice President, Chairmen of various departmental
committees, and members pointed out that exporters,
especially those working with micro and home-based
vendors,face structural challenges that must be considered
in tax administration. Despite these issues, the exporters
reiterated their willingness to comply with documentation
requirementstotheextentpractically possible.

Responding to the concerns, Chief Commissioner Ahmed
Shuja acknowledged the crucial role played by Sialkot's
export sector and stressed that exporters remain a priority
for the department. He clarified that while documentation
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requirements are mandated by law, the RTO would adopt a
practicalandfacilitative approach. He assured participants
that unnecessary notices would be minimized, pending
cases would be fast-tracked, and monthly coordination
meetings would be reinstated to prevent future backlogs.
The Chief Commissioner also addressed misconceptions
regarding penalties on export proceeds, strongly denying
that any such measures were under consideration. He
reaffirmed the department's commitment to simplifying
procedures and maintaining open channels of
communication.

In addition to addressing participant-specific issues, the
department provided a general briefing on tax collection
challenges, includingtheimpactofnewlyimposedtaxesand
increased FASTR refund outflows, which affect overall
revenue performance. Both sides agreed on several
actionable steps, including reinstating regular monthly
review meetings, expediting refund processing, issuing
clarifications on documentation for informal vendors,
reducing repetitive notices, and appointing a dedicated
liaison officer for continuous coordination. The meeting
concluded on a positive and collaborative note, with mutual
appreciationandashared commitmenttostrengtheningthe
workingrelationshipbetween SCClandRTO Sialkot.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
MEDICAL/HOSPITAL

On November 25, 2025: the meeting began with the
recitation of the Holy Quran and the introduction of
committee members. Mr. Aamer Mahmood Sheikh,
Chairman, expressed gratitude for his appointment and
outlined the committee's objectives for 2025-26,
emphasizing support for Chamber members, staff, workers,
andthebroadercommunity seekingmedicalassistance. He
updated the participants on past activities, including
awareness sessions, medical camps, and MOUs with

_

hospitals such as Evercare Lahore, IDC, and Shaukat

K_rla_ﬂg’ﬁi The Chairman also highlighted ongoing efforts to .
facilitate local cardiac care at Sialkot District Headquarters

Hospitaland Wazirabad, aswell as plans to meet with health

authorities to present suggestions for improving local

medicalinfrastructure.

Committee members discussed key issues and proposed
initiatives. Syed Ahtesham Mazhar, President SCCI,
appreciated recent awareness sessions and medical camps
conducted at SCCl. Members stressed the need for
improved emergency treatment, endocrinology services,
dental care, and nutrition awareness. Sh. Atik ur Rehman
and others highlighted the lack of public trust in local
doctors and proposed strengthening local hospitals,
improving food safety, and addressing hospital waste
management. Dr. Nouman Raza Qureshi and Dr. Usman
Bhutta suggested partnerships with specialized hospitals
for complex cases and school-level awareness programs,
particularlyindentistry andreproductive health.

Thecommitteealsofocusedonstrategic collaborationsand
long-term planning. Discussionsincluded expandingMOUs
with additional hospitals such as Hameed Latif, Children
Complex Lahore, and University of Lahore for specialized
care. Members emphasized engaging the Punjab Food
Authority, District Health Office, and emergency services
like 1122 to improve community health standards. The
Chairman assured members that awareness sessions,
medical camps, and advocacy efforts would continue, and
the committee remains committed to addressing medical
gaps, improving local facilities, and safeguarding public
healthinSialkot.

SEMINAR “EXPORT AWARENESS AND GLOBAL

OPPORTUNITIES"

The Departmental Committee on SME/ Training/
E-Commerce organized a seminar on “Export Awareness
and Global Opportunities” onNovember 25,2025, attended
by over 400 participants including young entrepreneurs,
emerging exporters, and B2B/B2C professionals. The
session commenced with the recitation of the Holy Quran,
followed by a welcome address from Chairman Mr. Lahshan
Khilji, who emphasized the critical role of SMEs in driving
export-led growth and assured that similar initiatives would
continuetosupportaspiringexporters.

The seminar featured focused presentations covering
various aspects of export business, including compliance
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withinternationaltrade laws, raw material sourcing, product
design, IT and ERP integration, social media marketing, e-

Hamid (GCWUS) highlighted the urgent need for digital
transformation, Al adoption, ERP integration, and

commerce strategies, machinery selection, customer-~automation within Sialkot's traditional industries,

communication, SEO, Al-driven market analysis, and
shipping/logistics compliance. Special attention was given
to machinery automation and technological upgrades as
essential for enhancing productivity, quality, and global
competitiveness. President SCCI, Mr. Syed Ahtesham
Mazhar, stressed thatautomationisnolongeroptionalbuta
strategic necessity for SMEs to meet international
standards.

During the interactive session, participants requested
practical demonstrations and hands-on exposure to
automation technologies. The Chairman assured that
specialized practical sessions would be organized to
provide real-world guidance for SMEs. The seminar
concluded with a reaffirmation of the Chamber's
commitment to supporting SMEs and young entrepreneurs,
ensuring guidance, and facilitating adoption of modern
practices to strengthen export readiness and
competitiveness.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

INDUSTR-ACADEMIA LINKAGES

The inaugural meeting of the Departmental Committee on
Industry-Academia Linkages was held on November 27,
2025, under the chairmanship of Mr. Salman Sheikh. The
sessioncommencedwiththerecitationfromthe Holy Quran,
followed by an interaction and introduction of committee
members. The main agenda included presentations by
USKT, UMT, and GC Women University Sialkot on their
potential support for local industries, along with
brainstorming on the Committee's strategic goals for the
year2025-26.

Dr. Hammad Majeed (UMT Sialkot) and Dr. Muhammad

emphasizing gaps such as manual quality inspection,
limited supply chain visibility, and shortage of skilled labor.
They proposed collaborative solutions including
customized ERP systems, Al-driven quality modules,
industrial internships, applied research projects, and
curriculum alignment with industrial needs. The

discussions emphasized structured collaboration, regular
industry visits, and long-term partnerships to achieve
sustainableindustrialadvancement.

The committee agreed on establishing regular engagement
platforms, appointing points of contact at universities, and
sharing detailed capability profiles to address industry-
specific challenges. A comprehensive SWOT analysis of
Industry-Academia Linkages will be conducted, focusing
primarily on 1-2 major projects while supporting secondary
initiatives. The meeting concluded with a commitment from
the Chamber to facilitate strong, sustainable partnerships
between industry and academia, guided by a Vision 2030
framework to enhance Sialkot's industrial competitiveness
andfosterappliedresearch-led growth.

Happy New Year 2)117)%




Clmet Ny Sl (1 Sl LEBGIAL oot
L L EnEDF (AL et ol sl T
¥ Dbl 213 D e 1 (St S
Lf;l:zﬂcliw(dzb .:/ﬁ/? sk Jduﬁﬁ @v ),/W;Ltﬁn(lau, 5’/
(5114 5L En NI RT3 s 5 Gt Sl 52
w2 3 S (bl Gk AT 5L S S
Luine dndetd el Eeddi il S oo
S St s Ul U sl B S 73t o1 P2
G Gilt iz Gsarsheh i 1 T s ol L e
AP it

WenZ SGaESelndiire e BeJu1i 225t
Sl ol PG mle Jibine i (5K G T2 S S S
e (I L S et i K
by e G oL sl ey

e e i slea st 63 P G Glss ST 62
J/(JJL ellrrll ol GKLLE!@U!/J?/? J/V J’i}w
w2 B Lo J,»y‘b;»(}‘i,uu,fﬂ(j/‘z.n el
6 2l ST 1 bt eIl s
A Ko A K S St S e T P50 £
e AR PE PGS S Sl N ior e G
Sburt U & siie SOl s ST AUy
BAESEE Ut 2 Qs 3oL e 2951 St oS
&SP Bl S N LS o1 £ B 3

21

. £ g
‘ “ Ty
4 - - I v
11 8 L \ 5

. Wil

b §(SCCD 21 sl b ST e el 02025 2924 s
ST e e SAL Gozslod| ST et
(WAL FHHEE e UL sl S NS Wl gl
_Jy//“/,g/'gu(/b?é.,@uymu@ﬁéc

Pt St 7 U el At Bt
AT N T P W AS N A
‘v@@JM@UJLnL/@,ﬁ{)G’J'LAJ:C(?UI KoL T
<Pl L2 ke Guus Al Bl o]
Mﬂ‘/&/’uy LS § o Gl U1 S Ky )C}Ql.u’ﬂ/!uf
WV

ﬂ(ﬁﬁdj@dﬂ/!‘gyu (L/Ugfﬁ”"ub Yy S e
Sk Wi n 2 S0 Fyy il ediyuik
- (/’ Byl

(Asset-backing)u,l,%algﬁb‘l
-+Vnuwcdz’J»5Lw/‘f—t"3‘:’7 uj L’Z’Ug/z

(Risk-sharing): /1 ﬁu:uw;é”
_§.tlgLJé})/d/bc/’/ﬁu’&gW'UJL;JK/;?%(/&JULJLCEJ

(Transparency): =362

e G D18 il e Ut Usalor U

(Prohibition of Riba):a’JVJ’(Jm
-93ﬂuﬁ1ﬁ”¢;5¢:{¢/"¢@4g z‘_f.‘.{f/&ﬁ:@;ruﬁd/@dwi

<

£



S ari oo S L e 3K 5
GBI e SRS £ 10 2 138 WWF
db §713 (£ 2,800,000) L e bs sl (&2, 400,000) 21
WWF i f S el gdboi e G & g

& i M IS 0L it E TR 0L
S s u“:“/{ FEIE L et L bt
LU0y B s Ui LG e 21312 2,40,000
U3 S UsZ Tem b § e 21 P s S b UL
e &t G e U e o SIS eI GAS Lons g
NI S Gis S36 S oy p & e (B 505
FSunF Gl 095 Pt oo Uik S L s
il U e Sl S IS 02 15 561 B

_unf}.wwl'}'Lb

Frut S L RS b5 ety i e b S0 62
U PBL AT g e G UG 6 O
b e 21 3 HE 1oi LIt Ut U G- & Jefiel
d%ém(&)@fgué,ﬁw4u’~m/%lKﬁﬁ&{{g;ugif
S b2t FEL p2 e G S umFi o2 e Fon
S VP G it L s sstrSer o
L Z ol 6 G I L R Lt
Al Lo b f§ i & o Gl S
_E e LGl e ) A

=X=X-X=X-X-X-X-X-X-X~

o =t

NG EE Tl cspremagyl 2025 2921 5.
S L Jb’.il:/..)"fﬁ ks Ll Jfﬁé;ffyﬂj;{t.,,@
Sre "FEIL o 12019 K1 25 Hh L e
ilg{l..,t?g}{/’uu:/cgf.y@((mlchﬁ(ﬁuugg’g/?ﬂ)w?;’
ok, ;/j,}{;mjg;u}:fuyjl_,te :hf;ﬂl{u@c" g"')@,,ﬁﬁ/
woeiuo S el T E b SHP L Sy b B
AN A1 S ool B e e L
USRI SN s e AL e P
3 el suein £ Ptvie af ST sl 26Ul
Loonoe o § UL L5 Qs et n 2 TR
TG S NS i Uy erale S
1P 240,000 51 £ EFIL $ 23 7241 s Gl S0
P e o S Qe St e L ip Lz
e Ay

ik S S Koo an./u?ﬁ'z/? LU bi
(2% 68 7 s il & 75 §,2025 & o LAy (WwWF)
Qs Fo A1 e 516 s S U s (5%) 28 A5 231, 1.0
LZPRABIErE WWF & e L P (PESSD) (2
L 8 b, B L Y PESSI s LA
_4‘,&6‘/@’?5‘

SV & Seolon §63 L FH 2 § WWF L s
SLWPPF U1 e o171 QUL ¥l 11 B /T B 4
Sk uﬁéj,@({@pr,[ W U1 e 2l WWF = 27 Ce

22



The awareness session on ”Improvements in F|I|ng Goods
Declaration (GDs)” was held on October 23, 2025, organised
by the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SCCl) with
the support of the Model Customs Collectorate, Sarnbral.
Sialkot, Mian Murad Arshad, Senior Vice President of SCCI,
welcomed the guests, including Mrs. Javeria Shahid, Deputy
Collector Customs, and Mr. Muhammad Waseem Khan,
Appraising Officer. He highlighted the session's objective of
educating the business community, particularly Customs
Clearing Agents, on accurate GD filing procedures, common
errors, and compliance requirements to ensure smooth
export processes, timely rebate claims, and enhanced
credibility for exporters.

The session also aimed to strengthen cooperation between
SCCI and Customs through future awareness programs and
specialized training initiatives.

Mr. Muhammad Waseem Khan, Appraising Officer
highlighted common mistakes observed in GDs across major
Sialkot export sectors, including incorrect PCT classifications,
miscalculation of duty-free input quotas, wrong currency
selections, incomplete documentation, and non-updated
IBAN information in WeBOC, which resultin processing delays
and rebate claimissues.

The presentation highlighted key issues identified in export
GDs filed by the major export sectors of Sialkot, including
Leather, Surgical, Cutlery, Sports Goods, Textile, and
Miscellaneous sectors. The following points were taken from
his presentation:

INCORRECT PCTHEADINGS SELECTED IN EXPORT GDs
Customs highlighted multiple instances where the items
declared oninvoices did not match the PCT headings selected
inthe GDs.

1) Leather Sector:Leather vests & pants declared under
incorrect PCTs, resulting in incorrect Duty Drawback (DDB)
claims.

2) Surgical Sector: Baby scissors with plastic handles
incorrectly filed under surgical instruments PCT instead of the
appropriate heading with no rebate eligibility.

3) Cutlery Sector: Hunting axes & knives classified under the
same PCT, despite different rebate applicability.

4) Sports Sector:Wooden hockey sticks declared with
incorrect DDB rates compared to the applicable SRO.

23

5) Textlle Sector: Denim jeans made of duty—free materials
declared with DDB claims despite being non-rebate items.

These classification errors result in discrepancies,
unnecessary queries, processing delays, and incorrect rebate
claims.

INCORRECT CALCULATION OF DUTY-FREEINPUT QUOTA
Exporters often miscalculate quota-based inputs when filing
GDs under schemes where input consumption matters. Such
errors affect eligibility of rebates/refunds and cause
complicationsin audit orexamination.

WRONG SELECTION OF CURRENCY IN OPEN ACCOUNT

GDS

Customsdemonstrated cases where:

#* Invoiceswereissuedin USD,

#* While the financial information in GDs was submitted in
Pound Sterling (STG).

% Such inconsistencies lead to processing delays and
regulatory complications.

NON-SUBMISSION OF REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

Several GDs were flagged due to incomplete documentation,
affecting processing of:

* Exportexamination

“* Rebateclaims

% Verification processes

NON-ACCEPTANCE OF PROCESSED REBATECLAIMS
Due to incorrect PCT classification and mismatched entries,
various rebate claims cannot be processed or are delayed.

NON-UPDATION OF IBANINWEBOC

Customs emphasized that many exporters have not updated
their IBAN numbers in WeBOC, resulting in payments being
delayed or blocked.

The following measures were strongly recommended:

* Proper classification of goods strictly according to the
invoice and PCT guidelines.

Ensuring accuracy in DDB applicability before filing GDs.
Submitting allmandatory documents timely.
Cross-checking currency fields with invoice details.
Updating bank account information, particularly IBAN
numbers,in WeBOC.

Seeking technical assistance from Customs whenever
ambiguity arises.

XX x

X
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The Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry organized an
Awareness Seminar on Digital Invoicing — Registration &
Integration on November 3, 2025, at Sheikh Muhammad Shafi
Hall. The session was chaired by Mr. Muhammad Murad Arshad,
Senior Vice President, SCCI, and attended by members of the
Executive Committee and the business community.

The keynote presentation was delivered by Mr. Abid Naeem,
General Manager (Software Development) / Member BOM,
PRAL, accompanied by the PRAL technical team. Mr. Ahmed
Shuja, Chief Commissioner Inland Revenue, RTO Sialkot, also
attended the session.

The Senior Vice President welcomed the guests and
highlighted the significance of Digital Invoicing under SRO
1413(1)/2025, which mandates integration for all registered
persons maintaining any invoicing system. He also conveyed
key concerns of members, including difficulties in Form 181
amendments, frozen/blocked returns, the need for a PRAL
helpdesk at SCCl, and requests for exemption for 100%
exporters.

During his detailed presentation, Mr. Abid Naeem explained the
objectives, requirements, and operational framework of the
Digital Invoicing System, differentiating it from POS invoicing.
He elaborated on the mandatory role of Licensed Integrators
(LIs), the free integration services offered by PRAL, the complete
registration-to-production process, and compliance
requirements such as real-time invoice transmission, printed
QR codes, and FBR-generated invoice numbers.

PRAL explained that Digital Invoicing is a B2B electronic
invoicing system that allows a business's own invoicing or ERP
software to connect directly with FBR for real-time transmission
ofinvoices. The key stepsinclude:-

# Selection of Licensed Integrator (LI)
Taxpayers must choose an approved LI. PRAL offers integration
free of charge.

* Online Registration with LI
The business provides technical contact details and requests IP

K | g N1
AL INVOICING - REGISTRATION &

whitelisting to connect securely with FBR systems.

#* Sandbox (Test Environment)

A test account is automatically created where the taxpayer
must generate sample invoices based on their business activity.
This ensures the system works correctly before going live.

# Production Approval &Security Token
Once test scenarios are completed, PRAL issues a Production
Token, which activates live integration.

# Real-Time Invoice Transmission

Aftergoing live, everyinvoice created in the business's systemis
automatically transmitted to FBR's portal. Manual invoicing is
alsoavailable for those without advanced ERP systems.

# Invoice Verification Requirements

PRAL emphasized thatall printed invoices must display:
» FBRDigital Invoicing Logo

> 22/28-digitFBRInvoice Number

> QRCode (Version 2,Size 1 X 1inch)

This automated process eliminates the need for manual
monthly uploading of Annex-C and ensures accuracy,
transparency,and compliance.

A lively interaction followed, during which members raised
issues regarding system complexity for SMEs, challenges in
manual and bulk invoicing, data confidentiality, and technical
constraints in Annex-C and IMS uploading. PRAL clarified that
100% exporters are exempt, while even minimal local sales
trigger integration requirements. The PRAL team assured
members that reported system issues, including Form 181
restrictions and unfreezing of returns, would be reviewed on
priority.

In his concluding remarks, the Senior Vice President thanked
PRAL and RTO Sialkot for their support and stressed the need for
continued facilitation, system simplification, and improved
coordination to ease taxpayers' compliance burden. The
session concluded with appreciation from members for the
Chamber's proactive role in creating awareness on evolving tax
automation requirements.
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The Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SCCI) organized
an important awareness session on consumer rights on
November 5, 2025, chaired by Mr. Syed Ahtesham Mazhar,
President of SCCI. The President commenced the session by
warmly welcomingthe chiefguest and FLLt (R)Mr. Imran Qureshi,
Director General, Price Control, Commodities Management &
ConsumerProtection.

The President emphasized the importance of the Consumer
Protection Act, 2005 in safeguarding consumer rights and
promotingfair,transparent,andresponsible business practices.
Mr. Ahtesham Mazhar highlighted Sialkot's strong tradition of
quality and integrity, noting that such sessions strengthen
understandingoflegalresponsibilitiesand consumer protection
standards.

FL Lt (R) Mr. Imran Qureshi delivered a comprehensive
presentation based on the Punjab Consumer Protection Act,
2005 and supporting departmental initiatives. He began by
explaining the growing need for effective enforcement of
consumer protection laws in today's rapidly evolving
marketplace. He stated that consumers were increasingly
exposed to misleading advertisements, pricing discrepancies,
counterfeit or substandard products, and various service-
related grievances. He said that these issues required a strong
legal and administrative framework that would both protect
consumer rights and guide businesses toward ethical and
responsible practices. He explained that the Act had been
established to safeguard and promote consumer interests,
ensure the speedy redress of complaints, and address all
mattersrelatedtofaircommercialpractices.

Mr. Qureshi presented key findings froma Consumer Protection
Survey, mentioned that most consumers were unaware of their
rights and unsure how to file complaints. The survey showed

strong public support for stricter enforcement, greater
transparency, standardized pricing, and better-quality
assurance. Hesaidtheseresultsunderscored the need forwider
awareness campaigns, stronger institutional outreach, and
closercollaborationwithtrade bodieslike SCCI. He stressed that
businesses must follow compliant practices and consumers
mustknowtheirlegaloptionsforresolvinggrievances.

He shared a testimonial demonstrating how swift enforcement
led to the successful resolution of a complaint, reinforcing
confidence in the system and the Directorate's commitment to
publicwelfare.

He explained the purpose of the Punjab Consumer Protection
Act, 2005, which provides a legal framework for dispute
resolution, consumer compensation, and penalties for unfair
practices. He outlined key features such as complaint
procedures, investigations, business regulations, and
mandatory price displays, and described the district-level setup
involving the DCPC, Deputy Commissioner, consumer courts,
andenforcementteams.

He highlighted the appeal mechanism, the powers of
enforcement officers under Section 23(1), and important
provisions including Section 11 (complaint procedure), Section
16 (remedies), Section 18 (price display), and Section 19
(misleadingadvertisements).

He also discussed future initiatives, particularly a Consumer
Dashboard aimed at digitizing complaints, improving efficiency,
andenhancingaccesstoreal-time marketdata.

The session ended with the President thanking the Director
General for his comprehensive presentation and reaffirming
SCClI's commitment to supporting consumer rights,
transparency,andfairbusinesspractices.
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CANADA

GEOGRAPHIC/DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW

NORTH

41.65 $ 54,282

AMERICA MILLION 2024 USD

estimated, July 1, 2025 GDP PER CAPITA
REGION POPULATION (PPP)
PRIMARY KEY INTERESTING FACTS:
LANGUAGE Canada is the 9th largest economy in the world.
. Among the top 20 easiest places to do business.
Other » Canada ranks among the top 10 globally in logistics performance.
French 49, - Canada is a top global exporter of energy, minerals, agricultural products, and

21%

English
75%

forest goods.

» Toronto, Vancouver, and Montreal are emerging as North America's fastest-

growing tech hubs, providing opportunities for technology partnerships and
knowledge exchange.

« With a GDP per capita exceeding USD 55,000, Canadian consumers have

high disposable income and strong demand for quality imports, especially in
consumer goods, food products, sporting goods, and medical devices.

+ Canada is positioning itself as a leader in green trade and sustainable

development, creating opportunities in clean technologies, renewable energy,
and low-carbon materials.

Canadian E-Commerce Market Overview

AERTERTRR

HIGHLY DIGITAL
MARKET

75% *Pagss

POPULATION l Half of the online

E-COMMERCE USER purchases are
from foreign websites
(US/Asia)

PUPULAR E-COMMERCE PLATFORMS

amazon gl Etsy ) shopify

TOP Online Product Categories:
. Fashion & Apparel «r Health & Beauty Products
« Electronics +  Medical Devices & Instruments
« Home Furnishing + Leather Goods |
- Books « | Sportswear & Fitness Accessories :
1 - Furniture . Cutlery & Kitchen Tools 3
y - Sporting Goods - Gift ltems & Handicrafts . Y
 Safety & Industrial Wear « Pet Accessories _.:1- !
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PAKISTAN ¢ P

FINANCIAL YEAR (JUL-JUN 2025)
Exports to Canada: 594.216 USD (M)
Import from Canada: 335.824 USD (M)

Source: State Bank of Pakistan

Pak Exports to | Canada's Imports

Descrioti
EScipkiod Canada- 2024 | from World-2024

Sports Wear 1.336 192.413 9
Cutlery & Crockery 0.895 254.09 :
o)
Badges 0.371 20.841 >
(0]
Musical Instruments 0.046 77.914 ”g
- <
@ia
Leather Products 6.17 913.963 88
m c 8
O
Sports Goods 4132 573.991 §§ o
$85
Gloves & Protective Equipment 9.082 251.703 T Es
<22
= <_3Y5 E
Surgical Instruments 4.199 4317.847 02
r o3
O
Shoes & Saddlery 0.237 2987.878 wEg
Total 26.468 M 11.44 B 052
DLp<

The table presents Sialkot's export performance to Canada for the year 2024, amounting to
US$ 26.47 million, compared with Canada’s total global imports of US$ 11.44 billion, depicting
considerable scope for enhancing bilateral trade.

IMPORTANT LINKS FOR INFORMATION

For Business Visa
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/

Consulate General of Pakistan
Toronto Canada

services/visit-canada/apply-visitor-visa.html pakconsulate.ca
CANADIAN TARIF_F: High Commission of Canada in
Canada applies tariffs by 6-digit HS code + country-of-origin Pakistan, Islamabad

(Canada has no comprehensive FTA with Pakistan) https://www.nternational.gc.ca/count

Here are official links for Canada’s tariffs: e 5
https://www.chsa-asfc.gc.ca/trade-commerce/tariff-tarif/menu-eng.html

https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/trade-commerce/tariff-tarif/2025/01-99/01-99-2025-eng.pdf
https://customscalculator.com/CUSTOMSCAWEB/CUSTOMSCAWeb.aspx
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CANADIAN EXHIBITIONS
AND FAIRS

Trade fairs and exhibitions play a vital role in driving
business growth — fostering market expansion,
global networking, and new opportunities.

Presented below is a list of key fairs and exhibitions that
highlight Sialkot's major industrial sectors.

% MedTech Conference - Surgical
themedtechconference.com

% Canada International Textile and Apparel Expoe -
Textile, Leather and apparel products, accessories, and
equipment.

canadatextileapparelexpo.com

% Toronto Market Week - Apparel, Accessories, Jewellery,

Footwear, Handbags, and more.
torontomarketweek.ca

% International Business, Fashion & Property Expo -
Apparel, Textile, Leather Products
fibre2fashion.com/trade-fairs/international-business-fashion-
property-expo-2024-63718

% IThe National Women's Show - Vancouver - Apparel,

Accessories and Fashion.

fibre2fashion.com/trade-fairs/the-national-women-s-show-
vancouver-2025-65235

% Grocery Innovation - Food and Agriculture
groceryinnovations.com

X Canada Sport and Entertainment Expo - Sports and Sporting
goods, Apparel
groceryinnovations.com

X Start up Fest - IT
startupfest.com

% Restaurant Canada show - Cutlery and Houseware
restaurantscanada.org

* Ontario Dental Association Meet - Surgical
asm.oda.ca

% Halal Expo Canada - Food and Agriculture
asm.oda.ca

% Toronto Sportsmen's Show - Highland Outfitters
torontosportshow.ca

% Canadian Music Week - Musical instruments
departureto.com
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EXPORTING MADE EASIER
GOING DIGITAL WITH PSW

The Pakistan Single Window (PSW) has revolutionized export

Government
Officials

operations by replacing cumbersome paperwork with a single,
integrated digital platform. Exporters can now submit, track, and l

manage all trade-related documentation in one place. Linked

directly with the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and the State FER \ /_ BRC
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the system streamlines critical processes PSW

such as the issuance of Form-E and the Bank Realization

Certificate (BRC). —/ \

For Sialkot's export-driven industries, this means faster clearances, SBP g
reduced costs, and greater transparency. The platform ensures

verifiable online records, supporting exporters in tax refunds, duty

One-Stop Digital Platform:

Submit, Track and manage all trade docs.

drawbacks, and compliance procedures — building both efficiency

and trust.

Streamlined Clearances:

Faster Form-E & BRC Issuance.
Reduced cost, Transparency.

To make the digital shift easier, SCCI members can also obtain

free consultancy assistance for NTN login creation and PSW

registration at the Business Facilitation Centre, Anwar Club .
Compliance & Trust

@

Sialkot, where a Pakistan Customs PRAL Representative is

available to guide exporters through the process. This hands-on Veritable online records. Support Tax

refunds, duty drawback

<8
11

support ensures that even first-time users can smoothly transition

to the new online systems.

SCClI’s Digital Initiatives for Exporters

Parallel to the national digital reform, the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SCCI)
has upgraded its own digital ecosystem. Members can now renew memberships online and
access various services directly from the SCCI website.

SCClI's Android Mobile Application has also been developed and deployed, providing
members with quick and convenient access to essential Chamber services. In addition, a
secure online portal has been designed and developed, integrating multiple modules for
members’ ease, including:

« Certificate of Origin
« Visa Recommendation Letter
« Free Sale Certificate

“DIGITALIZATION IS NO LONGER AN OPTION; IT IS A NECESSITY
FOR BUILDING AN INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE”

29




Nov / Dec 2025

CHINESE VISA x

A QUICK GUIDE FOR SIALKOT EXPORTERS

GUARANTEE LETTER l C

China remains one of Pakistan’s strongest trade partners, and to facilitate Sialkot's exporters in securing
Chinese business visas, the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SCCI) issues Chinese Visa
Guarantee Letters verifying the applicant’s business standing and Chamber membership. Active members,
including Directors, Partners, and Proprietors, must submit a company request letter, a filled application
form with photograph, two undertakings, invitation or exhibition documents, a six-month bank statement
apostilled by MoFA, passport copies, NTN certificates, a Police Character Certificate, and a valid SCCI
Membership Certificate. Managers must additionally provide a bank guarantee, tax documents, signature
verification, service certificate, CNIC, and an undertaking of return. The Guarantee Letter is processed
within three working days, and applicants should apply at least three days before their visa appointment.
This service reflects SCCl's commitment to facilitating business travel and strengthening trade ties with

China.

QUICK CHECK LIST

For Directors / Managing Directors /
Partners / Proprietors

 Active SCCI Membership
« Request Letter on Company Letterhead (signed)
« Application Form with one photo (available from SCCI)
« Two Undertakings (available from SCCI)
« Invitation from Foreign Customer
 For Exhibitions: Stall Booking Proof, Invoice & Payment Proof
« Bank Statement (6 months, attested & apostilled by MoFA)
« Passport Copies (attach previous China visas if applicable)
« Copy of new passport showing old passport endorsement (if applicable)
« NTN Copies (Individual & Company)
« Police Character Certificate (apostilled by MoFA)
« SCCI Membership Certificate

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS FOR
FOR MANAGERS

« Bank Guarantee showing account operation for last 6 months
o Proof of NTN and Tax Return Filings

« Signature Verification from SCCI Records

« Service Certificate with Salary & CNIC Copy

o Undertaking from Authorized Representative confirming return

IMPORTANT:

« PROCESSING TIME: 3 BUSINESS WORKING DAYS

« SUBMIT APPLICATION: MINIMUM 3 DAYS BEFORE GERRY'S
APPOINTMENT (LAHORE/ISLAMABAD)
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szr  EXCEL TEXTILE

We have all Accessories:

Boxing Trouser & Shorts

Wraps for Knee, Wrist, Elbow, Hand, and Shoulder etc.
Shin in Step, Pad for (Shin & Knee), Mittts

Support for Knee, Knee, Shoulder, Ankle & Elbow etc.

Address: S
Office No. 13A, Sialkot Business & Commerce Center Adjacent +92 322 9891004
Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Paris Road, Sialkot +92 321 8667.307.




S UMT

PAKISTAN’S FIRST

AlI-POWERED
EDUCATION

EXPERIENCE

Knowledge Units and Programs

7 Knowledge Units

Knowledge Unit of Business,Economics,
Accountancy and Commerce

Knowledge Unit of Systems and Technology
Knowledge Unit of Science

Knowledge Unit of Engineering

Knowledge Unit of Social Sciences and Humanities

Knowledge Unit of Design and Textiles
Knowledge Unit of Health Sciences

m Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA)
m Bachelor of Business and Information System (BBIS)
m BS Accounting and Finance

m BS E-Commerce

m B.Com (Honors)

m BS Mathematics

m BS Biotechnology

m BS Biochemistry

m BS Physics

m BS Chemistry

m Bachelor of Textile Design

m Bachelor of Fashion Design

m Bachelor of Graphic Design

m Bachelor of Fine Art

m BS International Relations

B BS Media and Communication

m BS English Literature

m BS Clinical Psychology

m BS Medical Imaging and Ultrasonography
m BS Medical Laboratory Sciences

m BS Human Nutrition and Dietetics

m Doctor of Physiotherapy

m BS Computer Science

m BS Information Technology

m BS Software Engineering

m BS Artificial Intelligence

m BS Computer Engineering Technology

m BS Bio-Medical Engineering Technology

m BS Robotics and Intelligent Systems

m Bachelor of Business Administration - Post ADP
m BS Accounting and Finance - Post ADP

m BBIS - Post ADP

m B.Com - Post ADP/BA/BSc

m BS Media and Communication-Post ADP/BSc/BA
m BS Biotechnology-Post ADP/BSc

m BS Bio Chemistry-Post ADP/BSc

m BS Chemistry-Post ADP/BSc

m BS Physics-Post ADP/BSc

m BS Mathematics-Post ADP/BSc

m ADP Accounting and Finance

m ADP Business Administration and Commerce
m ADP IT Management

m ADP Computer Science

m ADP Media and Communication

m MS Management

m MS Marketing

m MPhil in Applied Linguistics

m MPhil in Islamic Thought and Civilization
m MS Clinical Psychology

m MS Computer Science

m MS Biotechnology

m MS Mathematics

m MS Chemistry

m MS Physics

= PhD Mathematics
® PhD in Islamic Thought and Civilization

Al Al Tech Metaverse Al Robotic
Mentor Incubator Campus Humanoid

Al Now!

Research Admissions | 2025

+92 52 224180107, skt.umt.edu.pk




