Fortnightly Bulletin

THE SIALKOT CHAMBER OF REG NO:SR-20
8 - VOL: 04-07/2023
N £ COMMERCE & INDUSTRY ApriI-Moy:£023
m:.s.a,ugan):u gbﬂl,._.. C),)Lﬁ“j w\o)|ﬁ‘

isit of Mr. S.M. Tanveer, Provincial Minister for

Industries, Ewmerce, Investment & Skill Development (ISI&SD) to SCCI

@ sialkot@scci.com.pk | 0 +92 52 4261881-3 | Research & Development Ce_II, Sh. Abdul Maji(_j_ Kapur Block
PO. Box. 1870, Shahrah-e-Aiwan-e-Sanat-o-Tijarat

@ wwwsccicompk | ) +92524268835-4267919 | Paris Road, Sialkot 51310 Pakistan



SITUATION VACANT

We need intelligent, hardworking and self-motivated
personal for the following post.

MERCHANDISER / DIGITAL MARKETING FOR
SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS:

Having a vast experience as Merchandiser surgical
instruments, correspondence, good writing skills
(English), Computer proficient.

Qualification: Min. F.A/B.A or equivalent + Computer
Experience: Minimum 3 years (Amazon, eBay,
Instragram etc. Online Marketing)

Interested applicants may apply with complete Bio-Data
and academic certificates, 3 Photographs and copy of

I.D. Card.
CONTACT

Human Resource Department

WELDON INSTRUMENTS
e _ - -
" Wasirabad Road, Sokor 030071372387 Gy § bl yum

Email:junaid@weldoninstruments.com 03333677599 = e m‘fﬂf;L&F’h-—

0092523571382-3

szr EXCEL TEXTILE

We have all Accessories:

Boxing Trouser & Shorts

Wraps for Knee, Wrist, Elbow, Hand, and Shoulder etc.
Shin in Step, Pad for (Shin & Knee), Mittts

Support for Knee, Knee, Shoulder, Ankle & Elbow etc.

Address: L e

Office No. 13A, Sialkot Business & Commerce Center Adjacent o 2 322 9891:0&!4:
Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Paris Road, Siallcot L +92 321 8667.307.
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MONTHLY ACTIVITIES OF SIALKOT CHAMBER

JOINT MEETING OF TRADE BODIES OF
SIALKOT

On February 27, 2023, a joint meeting of Trade Bodies
of Sialkot was held in the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce
& Industry. Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Malik, President, SCCI,
welcomed Chairmen of all Trade Associations, Former
Presidents SCCI, and members of the Executive
Committee of the Sialkot Chamber. He informed the
house that the said meeting had been arranged to
discuss the ongoing economic and business crisis
issues. He said that Government had levied additional
duties and taxes worth Rs.170 billion through Finance
Supplementary Bill 2023, which included an
enhancement of the General Sales Tax rate from 17% to
18% and an enhancement of rates of Gas, Electricity,
and Petroleum products. He said that Government
should have adopted business-friendly policies to
strengthen the manufacturing and export sector and
brought new individuals into the Tax Net instead of
shifting the burden of taxes to the existing Taxpayers.

While highlighting the challenges faced by the export

sector, he referredto the following issues;

i) Restrictions faced by the exporters on Temporary
Import of inputs and raw materials despite the
provision of relief by the State Bank of Pakistan
through efforts of the Chamber.

ii)  Withdrawal of all subsidies on Electricity and Gas
of the Export Sector with effect from March 2023
under terms of the agreement of Pakistan with
IMF, which would result in an increase in the cost of
production.

iii) Strict restrictions imposed by the State Bank of
Pakistan against Overdue Realization of Export

Proceeds, resulting in hardships for the export
sector.

Iv) Issuance of Withholding Sales Tax notices by the
Federal Board of Revenue and Punjab Revenue
Authority and coordination of meetings with the
concerned officersto seekrelief.

v)  Promulgation of Super Tax under Section 4C and
Tax on Deemed Income under Section 7E and
status of writ petitions filed by the taxpayers in the
Higher Courts.

After due deliberation by the participants of the
meeting on the issues presented by the President
Sialkot Chamber, it was decided that;

i) All Trade Associations would be requested to share
their proposals/recommendations on issues
highlighted during the meeting and a list of raw
materials/ inputs prepared by the Chamber that
would be shared for feedback.

i) Follow up meeting would be held after receipt of
proposals fromthe Trade Associations.

VISIT OF MAJ GEN M.ANEEQ - UR -
REHMAN MALIK HI (M), DIRECTOR
GENERAL, ANTI -NARCOTICS FORCE

On March 06, 2023, Maj. Gen. Muhammad Aneeg-ur-
Rehman Malik HI(M), Director General, ANF visited the
Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry. Mr. Abdul
Ghafoor Malik, President SCCI welcomed the Director
General, ANF, and his feam in Sialkot. He said that ANF
has every right to scrutinize the consignments and
perform their duty, but this Chamber also believed the
handling of consignments was a matter of real concern
for the members of SCCI. Keepingin view the above, he

-
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pointed out some of the important issues related to ANF,
which were causing hindrances for the business

community of Sialkot.
—

——

e In order to custom clear export consignments from
the port of origin, exporters belonging to Sialkot had
to go through a normal examination process even
after having Green Channel Status, whereas
consignments of the exporters belonging from the
other cities were directly sent for loading without
normal examination. He requested that those
exporters of Sialkot who had Green Channel Status
should be given the same facility as exporters of
other cities were availing. Moreover, he also
requested that the latest shipment examination
methods should be adopted by installing state-of-
the-art scanning systems.

* Export consignments from other cities were sent to
Karachi Port after inspection by the ANF Officials
and hadto face ANF inspection again atthe Karachi
Port, due to which some of the consignments missed
their vessels too, which results in the shape of huge
loss to the exporter as well as the Country. He
requested to remove the above-mentioned
impediments from the system so that a smooth flow
of work could be maintained.

* He suggested that ANF should have a strong liaison
with the Customs Authorities, so that issues like,
double documentation, customer profiling, etc.,
related to every export consignment could be
minimized.

* He suggested that ANF should provide SOPs/

checklist of related documents to the new exporters

for the purpose of registration, to this Chamber so
thattheir time could be saved.

* He suggested that ANF should have a digital record
of the exporters, where necessary documents that
were required on every consignment would be
available in the scanned form and retrieved
whenever needed.

Maj Gen Muhammad Aneeq ur Rehman Malik HI (M),
Director General, ANF thanked Mr. Abdul Ghafoor
Malik, President SCCI, and all the participants of the
meeting. He appreciated the role of the Sialkot
Business Community in the economic uplift of the
Country. He said that the role of the Public Sector was
very important in the economic growth of the Country
and that Sialkot was the model city of Pakistan, and its
model should be replicated in other cities as well.
Moving toward the issues, he said that the department
knows the importance of the latest scanners for the
inspection of export consignments. He shared that the
department had already sent the demand for the
scanners and hoped that it would be approved soon.
He also said that ANF was trying to link all the dry ports
with each other so that data could be shared between
them easily. He also suggested that dry ports should
take certain steps to secure the cargo of the exporters
like trackers in the containers, Cameras on the
containers, efc.

29™ ADVANCED DIPLOMATIC COURSE
FOR FOREIGN DIPLOMATS

B

The Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry hosted
the 29" Advanced Diplomatic Course for Foreign
Diplomats on March 06, 2023. The course was
organized in collaboration with Foreign Service
Academy, Islamabad. The meeting was attended by 11

'\

'=-'_‘_:_--



8

Fortnightly Bulletin

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES OF SIALKOT CHAMBER

delegates from different countries, including Bulgaria,
Kenya, Maldives, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

During the meeting, Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Malik,
President SCCI, welcomed the delegates and
emphasized that better coordination, interaction, and
understanding among business communities and
diplomatic channels were required for promoting
country-to-country linkages. Mr. Malik hoped that the
relations between Pakistan and the countries
represented by the delegates would strengthen
through mutual trust and collaboration of the private
sector.

President SCCI also shared the achievements of the
Sialkot Chamber andthe Industrial setup of Sialkot. He
mentioned that Sialkot was the only export-oriented
city in Pakistan and its small and medium enterprises
were earning foreign exchange of USD 2.5 billion
annually. Sialkot gained celebrity status in the
production of official match balls for the FIFA World
Cups. Additionally, Sialkot enjoyed a competitive edge
over other countries in the quality and style of leather
products andtextile sportswear.

The delegates thanked the Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for the warm welcome and
appreciated the efforts made by the Chamber to
promote trade between Pakistan and their respective
countries. They expressed their country's keen interest
in strengthening economic and trade relations with
Pakistan and hoped that this visit would pave the way
for future cooperation.

VISIT OF THE AMBASSADOR OF
SWITZERLAND TO PAKISTAN

On March 07, 2023 H.E. Mr. Georg Steiner,
Ambassador of Switzerland to Pakistan visited the
Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry. Mr. Abdul
Ghafoor Malik, President SCCI welcomed the
Ambassador of Switzerland to Pakistan on his visit to
Sialkot and had an interaction with the Business
Community of Sialkot. During the meeting, the
President SCCI appreciated the role of Switzerland in
rural development, enhancing local governance, and
the protection of human rights in Pakistan. He

mentioned that both countries have stepped up efforts
to increase bilateral trade in the recent few years as
evidenced by several rounds of bilateral Political
Consultations between Switzerland and Pakistan. Mr.
Malik proposed that to strengthen bilateral relations,
both should facilitate single-country trade exhibitions
and encourage frequent exchanges of trade
delegations. He also added that the procedure for the
issuance of visas to businessmen should be relaxed,
and Business to Business linkages should be
encouraged and expanded.

H.E. Mr. Georg Steiner, Ambassador of Switzerland to
Pakistan, while addressing the participants of the
meeting, praised the achievements of the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and said that the
Embassy of Switzerland would foresee collaborating
with Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
prospects of investments and having strong ties. He
while referring to his visit to Forward Sports praised
the milestones that were achieved by the Industry of
Sialkot in product diversification and technology
acquisition.

The Envoy mentioned that the majority of Swiss

“4‘_:'_-‘
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companies were working in Pakistan, and also added
that the Government of Switzerland through its
programs had invested in Swat Valley. The Swiss
Ambassador mentioned that in the coming future
Foreign Minister of Switzerland would be coming to
Pakistan, and he mentioned that He would invite
President SCCI to attend the meeting. H.E. Mr. Georg
Steiner mentioned that he would support SCCI with
Ease inthe Visas to its member over arecommendation
from SCCL

In response to the suggestion of the Senior Vice
President SCCI, the envoy mentioned that the talents
that exist in the Industry of Sialkot were not open to
Switzerland Businessmen. He added that SCCI should
reach out to the Swiss Business Council to express
interest in formulating Trade Delegation to Switzerland
or arranging Single Country Exhibition. The
Ambassador also responded to another question, that
Pakistan/Sialkot should market their products with a
competitive advantage over other countries while
focusing on Switzerland as their target market. He
agreed to share the experience he had while visiting
the industry of Sialkot with the Swiss Business
Community during any possible interaction he would
have in Switzerland.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON MEDIA
| ) i |

A meeting of the Departmental Committee on Media
was held on March 07,2023 in SCCI. Mr. Awais Ahmed
Butt, Chairman Committee presided over the Meeting.
He warmly welcomed Dr. Mariam Nouman, President
WCCIS, EC Members of WCCIS, and Media to the

meeting. The chairman committee said that the main
purpose of holding this meeting today is to brief the
media regarding the trade exhibition "WE-Exhibit 2023"
organized by Women Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Sialkot. So, I would request the President
Women's Chamber to brief the media regarding the
trade fair.

Dr. Mariam Nouman, President WCCIS briefed the
objective of the exhibition and the ultimate drive of
WCCIS for organizing such an event. “We felt the need
to highlight the women entrepreneurs who are working
on asmall scale and require a platform to promote their
products”, while address she mentioned how
diversified the working women of Pakistan were which
she got to realize after getting in touch with the
exhibitors from all across Pakistan including Karachi,
Lahore, Multan, Wazirabad, Gujranwala, Faisalabad,
and Sialkot. Women Chamber had provided the
stalls/booths to exhibitors on a 60% subsidy. Moreover,
emphasized that the event of WE-Exhibit 2023 should
be promoted on a national level as it catered to women-
led enterprises from Pakistan and notjust Sialkot.

The house appreciated the efforts of President, WCCIS
and congratulated her for organizing of WE-Exhibit
2023 and supported the cause of Women Chamber to
promote and highlight Small Scale businesses on the
national level.

All participants of print and electronic media persons
assured their all-possible support for providing proper
media coverage of “We-Exhibit2023”

VISIT OF FEDERAL MINISTERS FOR
COMMERCE AND DEFENCE TO SCCI
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On March 15,2023, Federal Ministers for Commerce &
Defence visited SCCI. Mr Abdul Ghafoor Malik,
President SCCI, welcomed Syed Naveed Qamar,
Minister for Commerce, and Khawaja Muhammad Asif,
Minister for Defence to SCCI. He mentioned that
despite having an economic crunch, the Government of
Pakistan was working vigorously to support the
business community through ease in the policies to
enhance the exports of Pakistan. He mentioned that
from July 2022 to February 2023 the exports of Sialkot
had declinedto adrastic 17 %.

Mr Malik mentioned that he would draw the attention of
the Minister of Commerce to the following
recommendations/issues, which were delayed and yet
to be affended to by the Government:

1. Deliberating direction to the concerned
authorities over the issuance of Section V under the
Land Acquisition Act, for 1359 Acres Sialkot
Industrial Zone.

2. Extension in cut-off date for the realization of
overdue payments by the State Bank of Pakistan
for Six Months as promised by the Governor State
Bank of Pakistan over his visitto Sialkot.

B8 Extension in LTLD Scheme with an increase in
percentage to 5% from 3%, through SRO to five
exporting sectors.

4. Deliberation of Authority to TDAP Sialkot Office
to finalize proposals related to Trade Delegation, by
TDAP Sialkot Office.

5 Organizing TDAP's Subsidized Business-to-
Business Conference in Sialkot.

6. Enhancing the scope of the Engineering and
Healthcare Show to other exporting sectors of

Sialkot.

i/ Expediting realization of payments for the
importof Raw Materials for Exporting Industry.

8. Inclusion of Beauty Care and Manicure
Industryin Rebate regime through SRO.

9. Withdrawal of 5% withholding tax from non-

registered suppliersto remaining export sectors.

Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Minister of Defence
thanked President SCCI for inviting Syed Naveed
Qamar, Minister for Commerce, to SCCI. Mr. Asif
mentioned that he was pursuing Industrial issues with
the help of Syed Naveed Qamar in Government
quarters. The Minister for Defence added that in the
coming 10-15 days he would arrange a joint meeting of
SCCI, the Minister for Commerce with the Minister for
Finance to address issues related to the Finance
Ministry. He mentioned that the Government of
Pakistan had the idea of the effect of the Economic
crunch on the life of the common man and businesses.
He assured that till June 2023 the economic issues
would get better, once the IMF deal would be secured.
The Minister for Defence also mentioned that
Bureaucracy should act like a facilitator to the
Business Community, over their issues. He added it
was reported to him that TDAP did not facilitate the
Exhibitors who were participating in exhibitions
related to Germany and cases awaiting approval from
the EDF board. He appreciated the Women's Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Sialkot, for organizing WE
Exhibit Expowhereinthe Minister was invited.

Syed Naveed Qamar, Minister of Commerce: Praised
the Industry of Sialkot and expressed that the "
Government was keen to support the Industry of Sialkot

'\
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who was contfributing despite having limited
resources. He mentioned that the world including
Pakistan was going through an economic crunch after
Covid-19, and countries like USA, UK, and the entire
Europe were also suffering inflation. Mr. Qamar
mentioned that the Industry of Sialkot had set
exemplary benchmarks for other cities with privately
established projects like Sialkot International Airport
and Airsial. The Minister for Commerce Approved the
request of the Chamber for Small Traders for Sialkot
and assured that he would personally pursue the
pending application with the Directorate General of
Trade. While referring to recommendations made by
President SCCI, The Minister of Commerce mentioned
that once the IMF deal is secured, the Government of
Pakistan would be a little flexible to offer atime frame to
resolve the issues of Industry of Sialkot. He also
mentioned under strict IMF conditions LTLD Scheme
extension and relief in Power Traffic to export sectors
were tough to offer.

He endorsed the recommendation of Khawaja
Muhammad Asif of ajoint meeting of SCCI, the Ministry
of Commerce, and the Minister of Finance in the next
few days. He responds to the Visa related issue with
German Embassy and mentioned that the Government
of Pakistan had already highlighted the issue with the
Government of Germany and soon the issue would be
resolved. He also assured us to resolve the issue of
delay in the approval of proposals related to the
Industry of Sialkot for Trade Delegations and
Exhibition through the TDAP Sialkot office.

Mr. Riaz ud Din Sheikh, Business Community Leader,
mentioned that the request for approval of a License to
the Chamber for Small Traders was pending with the
DGTO office for quite a long time and he stressed that
the Minister of Commerce should play their facilitative
role in expediting the issue.

The President SCCI requested to Minister of
Commerce to include the WE-Exhibit Exhibition of
Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry in TDAP
Annual Business Plan 2023-24. He also handed over
the cheque amounting to PKR 8 million to the Minister
of Defence, for Prime Minister Funds established for
Earthquake in Turkiye and Syria.

36TH MID -CAREER MANAGEMENT

COURSE, NIM ISLAMABAD

On March 08,2023 a delegation of the 36" Mid-Career
Management Course from NIM Islamabad visited the
SCCI. Mr. Wahub Jahangir, Senior Vice President,
SCCI welcomed the delegation from the Inland Study
Tour of the 36" Mid-Career Management Course, NIM
Islamabad. He appreciated the role of the National
Institute of Management in enhancing the capacity
and efficacy of Government Officials to improve public
service delivery. He said that a rational, logical,
systematic, and scientific approach was required for
the skillful management and governance of this
country. He firmly believed that the abled Officers of
this group would put their best in the functioning of the
Government Machinery and would bring forth better
results in their respective responsibilities to lead,
manage and serve at the Federal, Provincial, and
District levels for the benefit of the public at large.

it

’ 1 g g 5
THE SIAELECT CHEMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTEY |

The Senior Vice President said that the business
survives and flourishes under an enabling environment
forwhich, the role of Government and Bureaucracy was
very important. He shared that this Chamber believed
that the Government should take all necessary
measures for improving the ease of doing business
environment in the country to ensure steady growth in
the private sector and to attract higher levels of foreign
direct investments. The honorable guests would have a
role to play in this regard especially getting frained fo
effectively apply the knowledge and skill to their work as
leaders and managers.

He informed that the Sialkot Chamber attaches extreme

-
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importance tfo maintaining linkages with the
Government quarters in its advocacy and lobbying
efforts and seeks your cooperation in the greater
interest of trade and industry. He shared with the
guests that Sialkot is a city overflowing with talent, and
represents a class of craftsmen-turned-entrepreneurs,
who, through their instinct towards exports and urge to
achieve the best, have made Sialkot the only export-
oriented city in Pakistan. He said that the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, which is the
representative body of the Private Sector of Sialkot is
greatly contributing to the economic development of
the country. He said that the Sialkot Chamber is duly
acknowledged as the only export-oriented Chamber in
the country with the exports of the city standing at 2.5
billion US Dollars.

Mr. Muhammad Masood, head of the Delegation
thanked Mr. Whub Jahangir, Senior Vice President
SCCI and all members for their warm welcome and
hospitality. He appreciated the Documentary
presented by the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce &
Industry based on the information about the Sialkot
Industry. He also appreciated the dynamics of the
Sialkot Industry and said that the real Ambassador of
the country was the business community of Sialkot. He
shared that they were overwhelmed to be in Sialkot
every time as Sialkot is considered to be an island of
excellence in Pakistan. He thanked the business
community of Sialkot for strengthening the economy of
Pakistan and Sialkot Chamber was playing a
significant role to build a softimage of Pakistan.

CEREMONY TO PAY TRIBUTE TO
MARTYRS OF PAK ARMY

Sheikh Zahid Hameed, Chairman of the Departmental
Committee on Garrison HQ/ Cantonment Board Affairs
organized a ceremony to pay tribute to the Martyrs of
the Pakistan Army on March 16,2023, at Rachna Polo
Ground Sialkot Cantt. The President of Sialkot Chamber
Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Malik was the chief guest of the
Ceremony.

Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Malik, President SCCI appreciated
Sheikh Zahid Hameed for organizing the ceremony to
memorize the sacrifices of our martyrs. He also
expressed grafitude to Maj. Gen. Naseem Anwer, GOC

15 Div Sialkot, and Lt. Col. Mr. Shahzad Khursheed
OC-15 Lancer, Sialkot Cantt for extending cooperation
inthisregard.

He said that our brave forces were performing the duty
of protecting the country's borders with dedication and
a spirit of patriotism and martyrdom. He added that the
history of the Pakistan Army consisted of great
sacrifices for the country and the officers and soldiers
of the Pakistan Army had always made the nation
proud. He said that our countrymen would never forget
the sacrifices of the martyrs of the Pakistan Army. He
praised the courage and bravery of the Pakistan Army
in their efforts to ensure peace and harmony in the
country. After that wreaths were laid on the martyrs'
graves to honor and commemorate their sacrifices to
the country.

Sheikh Zahid Hameed, Chairman Committee informed
that 1% time this kind of ceremony was organized and
the purpose was to honor the supreme sacrifices made
by the brave soldiers who laid down their lives for the
safety and protection of our beloved country. He said
that the ceremony was a reminder of the sacrifices«
made by our brave soldiers to safequard Pakistan's

_—
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integrity and sovereignty.

SEMINAR ON WORLD WATER DAY,
INAUGURATION OF AIR QUALITY

METER AND ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY BAGS

March 20th, 2023, a seminar was held at the Sialkot
Chamber on Environmental Protection/PHA. The
seminar was chaired by the Chairman of the
Departmental Committee, Ch. Jahangir Rashid
highlighted the importance of World Water Day andthe
needto conserve water resources.

During the seminar, the Chairman also gave a brief on
the projects that were initiated underthe Departmental
Committee, such as the Inauguration of an Air Quality
Meter and Environment-Friendly Shopping bags,
which would be distributed in educational institutes.

jE —
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Mr. Sohail Naqvi, during his presentation, discussed
the water resources that Pakistan has and the impact
of global warming on the country's water resources. He
stressed the need to conserve water resources as they
are depleting due to the non-management of water. Mr.
Naqvi also highlighted the occurrence of disastrous
floods during the last two decades, which were caused
by the effects of global warming.

Mr. Amer Majeed Sheikh, Vice President of the
Chamber of Commerce, shared his thoughts on the
importance of World Water Day and the need to
conserve water resources during normal use.

The seminar was concluded on the note that the
session was informative and educational that
highlighted the importance of conserving water
resources in Pakistan. The projects initiated by the

Departmental Committee were commendable and
should be implemented in other parts of the country. It
was also resolved that such seminars will be held
regularly to create awareness and promote
sustainable practices to conserve natural resources.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

The Meeting of the Departmental Committee on
Education was held on March 27, 2023. Dr. Khurram
Anwar Khawaja, Chairman Committee welcomed the
member of the Departmental Committee. He said that
the Committee had been running a scholarship
program for the last 22 years with the donations being
made by the Business Community of Sialkot, under the
said program deserving/needy students were being
granted scholarships for getting professional
education. He further said that the Committee
approved this scholarship only for students belonging
to Sialkot District.

The committee approved/renewed the monthly
scholarship for the students after mutual deliberation
onthe applications given by the students for getting the
scholarship.

Mr. Muhammad Ejaz Ghaureesaid that a few years
ago, schools were established in different areas of the
city under the supervision of Municipal Corporation
Sialkot. These schools were established to provide free
education to the children which were later closed down
by the Municipal Corporation. I think that we should
collect data on these schools and know about their
current situation. If possible, the chamber platform
should try to reactivate these schools. The chairman
committee agreed and directed the committee
secretary to collect data about him from the relevant
institutions so that future action can be taken in this
regard.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL

COMMITTEE ON SPORTS WEARS/
BAGS

On March 22, 2023, a meeting of the Departmental
Committee on Sports Wears/Bags was held in SCCI,
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Muhammad Umair

'\
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Mir. He discussed the issue of Raw Materials, Dollar
rate, and de stability of the price of products. He
suggested that a group should be formed to discuss
issues faced by the Members and after thorough
discussion, the matters could be taken up in the
Committee meetings for resolution. He said that we
should develop innovative products to compete in the
international market, which would prove to support the
growth of the industry as well. He said that we should
plan frade delegations to visit unexplored markets so
that Pakistan-made products could be introduced
everywhere in the world. He also said that projects
would be provided to the students of universities and
rewards could also be given to the best project
beneficial for the industry. Chairman Committee said
that we should also organize an awareness seminar on
the Importance of Innovation with the collaboration of
universities for the information of the members.
o »e
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It was shared by one of the members that export of the
Country was declining because most of the people only
targeted the major markets like America & Canada in
order to market their products, and other small
countries had also potential which needs to be
explored. It was also shared that the export of Pakistan
to African Countries was very low and needed to be
increased hence, guidance should be provided to
young entrepreneurs to explore those markets so that
export of Pakistan could be increased. It was
suggested that different projects related to the industry
should be given to the students of universities for
comparative study according to the latest international
trends. It was emphasized that students of USKT were
also working on some innovative ideas which could be
discussed with them. The industry should adopt new

trends and the latest techniques in Business for the
growth of Industry. It was suggested that meetings
with the ORIC heads of universities should be
coordinated after Eid-ul-Fitr to discuss the
development of innovative products moreover, different
projects related to the industry could also be given to
the students.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON MARTIAL

ARTS/MMA/FITNESS

On March 20, 2023 meeting of the Departmental
Committee on Martial Arts/MMA/Fitness was held
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Ahmed Imtiaz Khan.
He welcomed all members of the Committee and guests
from different Vocational Institutions/ TEVTA Sialkot.
He thanked and expressed gratitude to them for
attending the meeting. He highlighted that the industry
of Sialkot is facing a shortage of Skilled Labor, and
specifically non-availability of stitchers was a big issue
in the Martial Arts & Sports sector. He said that key
issues like this needed to be resolved through
immediate planning and training. He informed that the
meeting was called in to find solutions so that the issue
may be resolved and the industry may flourish. He
requested to the Heads of VTIs to share the existing
training programs of Vocational Institutions and asked
why Vocational Training Institutes had not intfroduced
courses according to the demand of the Industry of
Sialkof.

Mr. Naeem Sohail, Principal PVTC Shahbpura
expressed thanks for inviting him to the meeting and«
informed that all courses were introduced according to

"
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the interest of students and the curriculum of PVTC had
developed according to market demand. He also
shared that students were not interested to involve in
the stitching trade which was observed according to
feedback from the students. He said that Industry
should provide facilities to laborers to address the
shortage of skilled labor i.e. provision of conveyance
and enabling environment for female workers because
female graduates were willing to work in the Industry
but, their parents were not allowed to go in the
Factories hence, requirements of workers should be
fulfilled partially to address the said issues.

Mr. Arshad Latif Butt, Chairman Sports Goods
Association said that committed people should be
included inthe Management Boards who could spare
time to attend the meetings and fulfill their
responsibilities accordingly. He said that a request
should be forwarded from all trade bodies to Provincial
and Federal Governments for the provision of funding
to train the stitchers according to the demand of the
industry, moreover, EDF should also be requested for
the provision of funds in this regard. He said that
applicable policy should be formulated and after that
should be followed-up all the matters to find a concrete
solution. He said that we should collectively work on
setting up a stitching unit in remote areas with the
cooperation of training Institutes because they had all
trained female graduates in different areas.

The Chairman Committee concluded the meeting and
expressed hope that issues of shortage of stitcher
would be resolved with mutual coordination/
cooperation with VTIs/TEVTA. He said that
recommendations of the Committee would be sent to
Government Training Institutes so that it may discuss
in Board meetings and Head Offices as well for
approval. He also said that a meeting with Governing
Body/Boards of Training Institutes would be
scheduled after Ramzan to discuss demand-driven
trades/courses of the Industry of Sialkot.

SEMINAR ON GREEN SIALKOT
CAMPAIGN ARRANGED

A Seminar on Green Sialkot Campaign arranged by
Departmental Committee on Environmental

Protection/PHA on 21st March 2023. Mr. Wahub
Jahangir, Senior Vice President, SCCI warmly
welcomed and expressed his sincere gratitude to the
participants including President District Bar Sialkot,
Assistant Commissioner Sialkot, Honorable Faculty
members of educational institutes, Students and all the
distinguished Guests inthe seminar.

The Senior Vice President SCCI highlighted the
significance of this campaign, which aimed to promote
environmental protection through plantation drives,
with educational institutes. He believed that such
efforts were essential to mitigate the adverse effects of
climate change and preserve the beauty of our planet
forgenerationstocome.

Ch.Jahangir

Rashid, Chairman Departmental
Committee on Environmental Protection/PHA shared
that the initiative of "Green Sialkot" campaign was
taken to keeping in view the importance of
Environmental Protection and sustainability.

He further said that different educational institutes had
collaborated with SCCI's Environment Committee and
successfully planted 25, 000 plants in the premises of
school in first phase, as planned. He appreciated the
efforts of Students from various educational institutes,
who had financially contributed to this noble cause and
were committed to taking care of the plants.

The Chairman Committee said that Green Sialkot
campaign was an excellent step and much needed to
be promoted further. Considering the same, the
Environment committee of SCCI had planned to take the
same initiative with the collaboration of district
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administration and the district bar to plant at least 1 lac
plants in different areas of city in the next phase of the
campaign.

Dr. Samina Shah, Director TCAS, shared the details of
the project with a presentation and briefed the house
about the contribution made by students from different
educational institutions towards the campaign. She
also announced the names of the educational
institutions for distribution of Acknowledgement
certificatestothe participants.

AWARENESS SEMINAR ON EXPORT
FACILITATION SCHEME 2021

On March 30, 2023, a seminar was held in Sheikh
Muhammad Shafi Hall to raise awareness of the
Export Facilitation Scheme 2021 (EFS 2021), which was
implemented on July 30, 2021. Mr. Abdul Ghafoor
Malik, President, welcomed the Collector of Customs
Sialkot and the Chamber members and expressed his
hope that the seminar would aid in the transition from
their existing temporary importation schemes to the
EFS 2021to comply with statutory requirements.

The Collector of Customs Sialkot provided an overview
of the EFS 2021 and discussed its purpose,
categorizations, application features, and available
facilities. He also presented recent developments
related to the EFS 2021, including the introduction of
state-of-the-art EFS modules, the resolution of
utilization and import GDs non-appearance issues, the
introduction of the concept of Common Bonded
Warehouse, and the development of a reconciliation
functionality in the module. The Collector emphasized

the simplification of export facilitation schemes
through a single administrative document, the
increased accessibility of the scheme to small and
medium exporters, and the reduction of compliance
costs forexporters.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON FBR, CUSTOMS, SALES
TAX, FEDERAL TAXATION AND EXCISE

AND PROVINCIAL TAXATION

The Departmental Committee on FBR, Customs, Sales

Tax, Federal Taxation, and Excise & Provincial
Taxation held a meeting on March 30, 2023, to discuss
various agenda items. The meeting attendees included
key officials and representatives from relevant
associations.

The first agenda item focused on discussing the Sales
Tax General Order #9 of 2023 and the clarifications
issued by the FBR. The chairman informed the
members aboutthe Negative Listincluded inthe order
and emphasized the need for feedback from trade
associations regarding the exclusion of certain items.
The members raised concerns about the ambiguity
surrounding input tax disallowed and sought
clarification fromthe Board.

The second agenda item revolved around formulating
a strategy to address the issue of 5% withholding sales
tax on companies for purchases from unregistered
persons. The committee discussed efforts made by the
SCCI and the need for an administrative solution. It
was decided that the Member IR Operations FBR™
would be approached to seek relief and arrange a
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meetingto resolve the matter effectively.

Overall, the meeting concluded with decisions to
gather input on specific industries, approach the FBR
for clarification, and seek relief for the issue of
withholding sales tax notices.

DEBRIEFING MEETING ON SELF -

FINANCE TRADE DELEGATION TO
KUWAIT

A Meeting of SCCI's Departmental Committee on Fair
and Exhibition/Delegation held on April 10, 2023. Mr.
Qaiser Baig, Chairman Committee, welcomed
everyone and asked the Delegates to share their
experience with the Company name one by one. Mr.
Ejaz Ghauree, mentioned that the Kuwaiti market had
great potential and the gap in bilateral trade b/w
Kuwait and Pakistan would lessen with SCCI's Trade
Delegation. He stressed to materialize of the MOU
signed between SCCI and the Kuwait Chamber of

Commerce and Industry.

Mr. Naseer Ahmed Malik, Said He had been traveling
to Kuwait since 1985 and knew about the Kuwaiti
Market. Mr. Malik mentioned that the Kuwait market is
unlike other markets around the World including
Europe. He addedthatthe Pakistani Community within
Kuwait made profound efforts to promote two days of
events at the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and Mr. Malik appreciated the efforts made
by Kuwait Business Council to bring the traffic to the
event. He said that the issuance of Visas to Pakistani
Businessmen should be eased to promote Bilateral
Trade.

Mr. Wahub Jahangir, Senior Vice President of

SCCI/Leader of Delegation, Appreciated the
Ambassador of Pakistan to Kuwait, His team,
Chairman Departmental Committee on Fair and
Exhibition/Delegation, and Pakistani Business
Community in Kuwait, who made efforts to make the
visit successful. He added that the Ambassador of
Pakistan to Kuwait remained in contact with the SCCI
to overcome any shortcomings or issues that arise
duringthe formulation.

He mentioned that the maximum Delegates had got
success fromthe SCCI Trade Delegationto Kuwait. He
requested the house to give a round of applause to the
Ambassador of Pakistan to Kuwait, His team,
Chairman Departmental Committee on Fair and
Exhibition/Delegation, and Pakistani Business
Community in Kuwait fortheir relentless efforts made to
enhance the exports of Pakistan.

The Chairman Committee thanked everyone for their
comments and feedback and wished that every
Delegate would get benefits from the Trade Delegation.
He shared his previous experience of starting the Trade
Delegation to Kuwait and issuance of business Visas
to SCCI members. He mentioned that those who could
not attend the meeting contacted him and said that most
of them received orders from Kuwait. The Chairman
Committee mentioned that the Departmental
Committee would try to further improve the coordination
between the Embassy of Pakistan in Kuwait for future
delegations.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

EXPORT/PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT

Requirements:

® International Sales/Marketing in Surgical Products
(Male/Female)

e Musthave 10-15 Years Working Experience

PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR (MALE/FEMALE)

® Must have 8-10 Years Working Experience in
ISO System

Send CV WhatsApp /E-mail
0300-8611706/0331-8710006
info@afzalsaeed.com

AFZAL SAEED MANUFACTURING CORP
Noul Chowk, Wazirabad Road, Sialkot
Tel: 052-3574237
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Eulogy or a Swan Song

By: Prof. Safdar Sandal

Most people bear feeble memories. It is very common
among us to overlook the past or entirely ignore
historical facts. We utterly disregard external and
internal challenges, neglect weak economic policies and
with absolute indifference to regional and global politics,
either start drawing comparisons of Pakistan with the
developed western states or with Bangladesh or
Malaysia. The latter two have an unhindered growth
owing to non-interference by any foreign element
because of their geographical-position and a resultant
stable government.
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voluminous attack of propaganda even on WhatsApp of
mobiles in every pocket. This is from the ever hell-bent
Modi's venomous India which is belligerent and fascist in
its nature and which can never be a well-wisher of
Pakistan.

In spite of all these problems, handicaps and obstacles,
Pakistan is a realm where chances and opportunities of
progress have surpassed any other state. Pakistan has
never been evaluated holistically in the context of its
distinct and specific circumstances. Biased opinions and
unfounded philosophies are propagated through
organized means that breed disappointment and
despair. Despite these hindrances, Pakistan is a state
which has always withstood calamities and will not let
youdowninfuturetoo.

The extremely hostile environment, events and
circumstance even at the time of creation of Pakistan in
the 1940s made its survival unlikely however; Quaid and
his sincere followers set waste to all the poisonous plans
and desires. From its very existence, Pakistan had to face
the challenge of choosing either America or Russia. Very
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Pakistan's geo-geopolitical location, global
impediments, a fervently implacable enemy-neighbour
and intrusions by dictators locally, a frail democracy and
consequent domestic unrest, are the real causes for its
difficulties. New propaganda has been generated in
every era to prove that we are inefficient, incompetent,
dishonest and ill-disciplined. These are weapons of the
enemy-state having been employed throughout and
especially now, concurrent to the economic and political
turmoil in the country, partly due to the internal week
economic position post-Covid era, international
recession and Russia-Ukraine war following soon after. |
have noticed inthe presenteconomicand political crisisa

Complicated and precarious circumstances engulfed
Pakistan to move towards American bloc. But Pakistan
was soon made to obey and follow the anti-Russia
stature of the US, for which Pakistan had to pay heavy
costs, in terms of getting a natural political enmity from
Russia which now has though abated but not completely
finished, again due to stringsin the hands of the US which
ithasalways pulled diplomatically initsown interests.

In the subcontinent-India too, Muslims had been
extremely oppressed from time immemorial and made
poor intentionally by the British- Raj lasting for two
centuries after the downfall of the Mughal Empire.
Muslims were made inferior socially, in education, due
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also to the indigenous Muslim clergy who propagated
against learning of English, boycotting it and by

declaring as kafirs (non-believers) to those who
disobeyed them. This had a historical raison d'etre too
since the Colonial British had snatched power from the
Muslims whomthey continued to consideras enemies. In
this scenario, the credit goes to Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
who took years of his life for convincing his people to
learn English (and in return learn modern sciences and
technologies of which the Muslims were deprived from
centuries. Whereas, Hindus picked up the opportunity
and progressed much more as compared to other people
of the same soil. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan gauged the
situation but he also had to brace the challenges of his
own Muslim retrogressive opponents; Hindu's and the
British's bias notwithstanding. Eventually he succeeded
however in opening English teaching schools at
Moradabad, Victoria School Ghazipur in 1863 and a
Scientific Society for Muslims. His efforts culminated in
the creation of 'Aligarh University' which in later years
produced founders of Pakistan. Sir Syed Ahmed can
therefore rightly be called the first founder of Pakistan.
He upheldthe 'Two NationTheory'asserting thatinIndia,
there lived two separate nations; Muslims and Hindus
since they differed very much from each other in social
behavior, mentality superiority and economic living
standards. Even their religions posed as ideologies of
two opposite poles, neverto bereconciled.

1.(In Persian poetry and myth, a very rare bird 'Huma'is considered a
bird of fortune. If it flies over the head of a person; extraordinary
fortunes are showered on him by nature.)

2. (Swan' a bird in Greek mythology, sings its last very sweet song
because of which it gets a fire and dies because of its own fire at the
end.The phraseis thus famous as a 'SwanSong'.)

Most Pakistanis, also consisting of a vast migrant
population were inferior in education, economic and
technical skills. Above all they lacked practical training
and capital for investment, forcing them to live in abject
poverty. The fact remains that until 1960, household
workers had no shoes to wear. Even if they had one, they

preferred to save them for use on more important
occasions. Mostly they were artisans, workers of every
sort. But this factor proved to be 'a boon in disguise' as
they emerged as high class industrialists and engineers
to contribute to Pakistan's growth and development, in
lateryears.

Since its very inception, Pakistan faced precarious global
conspiracies too. No other nation has faced such
challenges.Yet Pakistan moved on and demonstrated its
undeniable geopolitical significance to the entire world.
The United States encouraged non-democratic
governments as its foreign policy, thus forcing Pakistan
too with intermittent army dictators so that it could get
its decisions and choices approved and implemented
without any hindrance. The dictators followed their
masters as their 'Master's Voice'. The result was lack of
development. Pakistan has also always been under
serious threat from a very intimidating and hostile
neighbour which did not let it focus on economic front.
The Afghan wars expanding over 30 years, proving to be
the 'last straw' have greatly hampered growth of
Pakistan, economically, politically and by having to
accommodate unwillingly 3 million Afghan immigrant
refugees due to American wars in Afghanistan. Saudiand
Iranianrivalriestoo, had bad impacts on Pakistan.

The mindset set; political process was kept controlled
and manipulated through politicians who followed the
system with gratuitous support that allowed them to be
corrupt, meaning thereby that many
politicians of high status and caliber also
got engaged in this lowly act. Ordinary
Pakistanis suffered a lot, were kept
deprived and betrothed only to the
struggle for necessities of life. The
| children of the rich with unimaginable
riches while children of the poor
searching for bread-economy, is the
present status quo. Even today slogans
of Roti, Kapra and Makan remained
unfulfilled dreams. State institutions fell to the mercy of
nepotism and political interference. Extremely limited
sources of income and rapidly spiking commodity prices
forced corruption in the lower tiers. Ignorance in the
'state-of-the-art' technological advancements, have
severely hampered us in educational and technological
development. The literacy rate although far better than
inthe past but the current poverty rate can bring it down.
Is this nation heading for a sweet-eulogy (of 'Huma' bird
in Persian myth) or for a very sweet (Swan-Song). 'Swan'
bird that gets fire at the end and dies as a result of his
sweetsong..!! (Greek mythology).
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