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In recognition of his outstanding achievements, Khawaja Masud Akhtar, CEO Forward Group and

President SCCI was honoured with Sitara-i-Imtiaz,one of the highest Civil Awards for his relentless services ~
in promotion of Soccer Ball Exports by Government of Pakistan on 23rd March, 2019
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Monthly Activities of Sialkot Chamber

VISIT OF TEAM OF SHIFA INTERNATIONAL
HOSPITAL

- ~ |
Team from SHIFA International was visited the
Sialkot Chamber on January 24, 2019 in order to
discuss the proposal for SCCI Healthcare City. Mr.
Amer Hameed Bhatti (Vice President SCCI) and Mr.
Majid Raza Bhutta welcomed and thanked the
guests from SHIFA International and SCCI
members. Mr. Majid Raza Bhutta shared the main
points of discussion held in previous meetings and
discussed the comparison of facts & figures in
initial feasibility reports had been prepared by both
SCCIand SHIFA; and discussed.

Representatives from SHIFA thanked the SCCI's
management and told that they were working on
final feasibility. For the said purpose, Primary
research work for estimating the different health &
medical services required by the masses of Sialkot
should have to be done first. They had to find out
the intensity of demand in different medical
departments. As per the demand assessment, the
exact number of equipments, machinery, beds and
other related facilities would be analyzed and
estimated cost could be finalized. Area of hospital
and general community around the hospital was
also an important factor; number of people who
would be expected to avail that hospital's services
should also be focused for initial planning.

Mian Muhammad Riaz, Mr. Nadeem Anwar
Qureshi and Ch. Raza Munir discussed the matter,
appreciated the contribution of Shifa International

Hospital. Mian Muhammad Riaz stressed on
finalization of feasibility and cost breakdown for all
expenses and factors, so that investors could be
attracted. After discussion on the finances and
procedures, both the parties, SCCI & SHIFA were on
same page and agreed the total Project cost, land
cost and consultancy cost for the project;
Launching of this project would be announced in
coming months.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
HOSPITALS AND HEALTH SERVICES

e

On January 25, 2019 a meeting of Departmental
Committee on Hospitals and Health Services was
held at KMSMC. Mr. M. Ashraf Malik, Chairman
Committee welcomed the members of the
Committee and thanked the Principal KMSMC for
giving an opportunity to organize meeting there.
Prof. Dr. Manzoor Ahmad, Principal KMSMC told
that well-equipped ICU was not available at the
Hospital. He told that Alama Igbal Medical Hospital
consisted of 550 beds but the Hospital was
facilitating more patients than its capacity. Eye
cornea was being transplanted free of cost at
AIMH. He mentioned that PC-1 for establishment
of Allama Igbal Specialties Hospital has been
pending for approval at the Planning and
Development Department. Ultra Sound Machines,
Ventilator, and X-Ray Machines were also required
for the Hospitals on an emergent basis. He
requested to install a water filtration plant for the
students of Khawaja Muhammad Safdar Medical
College.
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Dr. Farooq Igbal, Medical Superintendent AIMH
Hospital informed that receipt slip counter had
been started. Cardiology ward of the AIMH
hospital including well-equipped angiography
where all patients were being treated without any
discrimination. Civil Hospital has insufficient space
to cater and provide medical facilities to a huge
population of District Sialkot. Operation Theater of
Sardar Begum Hospital was closed due to non-
availability of nurses. Requested for ultrasound
Machines and digital X-ray machines and other
support for the treatment of deserving patients.
Chairman Committee ensured that Sialkot
Chamber would play its role in solving the issues of
AIMH. He informed that Sialkot Chamber has
initiated the service of well-equipped Ambulance
with a ventilator for patients in critical condition
who were referred to Lahore or Islamabad for
further treatment. He said that Hospitals may avail
the facility of the well-equipped ambulance to
refer the patients in other cities.

VISIT OF FEDERAL MINISTER FOR FINANCE,
REVENUE AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Mr. Asad Umar, Federal Minister for Finance,
Revenue and Economic Affairs had visited the
Sialkot Chamber on 28th January 2019. Khawaja
Masud Akhtar, President SCCI welcomed Federal
Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic
Affairs, Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar, Minister
of State for Revenue, Mian Muhammad Aslam
Igbal, and Provincial Minister for Industries,
Commerce and Investment, Punjab, Mr. Ansar
Majeed Khan Niazi, Provincial Minister for Labour
and Human Resource, Punjab, distinguished

guests and members of Sialkot Chamber. The visit
of the Finance Minister to Sialkot Chamber was the
first-ever visit since the year 1999 and expressed
gratitude to Mr. Muhammad Usman Dar, Prime
Minister's Advisor on Youth Affairs, for
coordinating the visit. He appreciated
Government's efforts to strengthen the economy
of Pakistan in view of prevailing economic
challenges and expressed hope of a revival of the
economy through Government's efforts to
promote exports and attract foreign direct
investment.

mlcar- i, '__*-.I e A iy

He also appreciated the Government's move to
allow Advance Payments of up to US$10,000/-
against the import of raw materials for the e xport
industry. He said that the true potential of the
export sector of Sialkot could only be realized by
addressing critical issues of the industry. He
delivered a comprehensive presentation on SEPZ
and threw light on incentives that had been
withdrawn by the Government and had an adverse
impact on colonization of zone.

He appraised the unilateral changes in customs
laws by FBR for Export Sector. furthermore, in order
to facilitate colonization of EPZ, he proposed to
render facilitation in installation of import
substitution industry through joint ventures, allow
commercial warehousing facility within the zone,
allow facility of custom clearance to EPZ units,
simplify procedures for bond to bond movement
of inputs, define mechanism for refund of duties
against duty paid inputs purchased from tariff area
and allow normal depreciation on plant and
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machinery at the time of disposal of machinery in
tariff area and no duty should be charged if plant
and machinery had aged more than five years. He
requested to introduce above-mentioned changes
in the law to encourage investment in the zone.
During his address, he drew the attention of the
guests towards the following issues;

> Clearance of pending Custom Duty Drawback
Claims, Sales Tax Refunds and DLTL Claims

> Abolition of Infrastructure Development Cess
imposed by Sindh and Punjab Governments
and exempt temporary import from both
Infrastructure Cesses

> Simplify and implement the policy of collateral
freeloan of up to Rs.5 million to SMEs

> Exemption of Samples and spare parts of
industrial machinery up to the value of US$
500 from any sort of Duty/Taxes/Levies

> Clearance of Sales Tax Refunds, Customs Duty
Drawback Claims and SBP DLTL Claims through
PRC & Form-E

> Providing one window facility for collection of
Federal, Provincial and Local Taxes to promote
business-friendly environment

> Abolition of all duties and taxes on import of
Polyester Yarn

> Abolition of regulatory duty on import of
Magnetic Steel scraps and revises ITP to declare
it Zero Rated to support Surgical Industry.

> To facilitate the late filers of Annual Return of
Income in the Active Taxpayers' List (ATL)

> Construction of Sialkot Pasrur Road without
any further loss of time.

> DCrates of Sialkot at par with the rates notified
for other districts especially Gujranwala and
Gujrat

> Clearance of shipments returned by the foreign
customers due to quality or any other issues
should be allowed without charging any
duty/taxes

Mr. Asad Umar thanked the President and
members of the Executive Committee for
providing him the opportunity to discuss issues of
the SMEs and the export sector. He also expressed

gratitude to Mr. Muhammad Usman Dar for
coordinating the meeting. He remarked that the
businessmen of Sialkot were the most enlightened
businessmen of Pakistan. He said that without
strong communication and linkages between the
Government and the businesses, the economic
challenges could not be overcome. He expressed
his intention to strengthen the linkages with his
frequent visits to Sialkot Chamber. In order to make
his visit more result oriented, he constituted a
committee comprising of Mr. Muhammad
Hammad Azhar (Minister of State for Revenue),
Mian Muhammad Aslam Igbal (Provincial Minister
for Industries, Punjab), Dr. Jahanzeb Khan
(Chairman FBR), Mr. Muhammad Younas Dagha
(Federal Secretary Commerce) to formulate
concrete recommendations for colonization of
Export Processing Zone Sambrial in consultation
with Sialkot Chamber, within two months, so that
they could be incorporated in the upcoming
Finance Bill.

While referring to the pendency of refunds, he
informed that Promissory Notes against Sales Tax
refunds would be issued until February 15, 2019.
He said that after 7th NFC award there had been
discrepancies in Federal and Provincial Taxation.
He informed that first meeting for 8th NFC award
was going to be held on February 6, 2019, and it
was the prime consideration of the Government to
simplify the collection of taxes so that
businessmen would not have to deal with multiple
tax collection agencies. He informed that in
Finance Supplementary (Second Amendment) Bill,
2019, incentives had been announced for the



8

Fortnightly Bulletin

corporate sector. He informed that Corporate
Income Tax of Banks against income from lending
to Agriculture Sector, SME Sector or Low-Cost
Housing Schemes had been reduced by 50% to
provide incentives to the banking sector for
lending in the priority sectors. He informed that
aggressive targets had been set in the National
Financial Inclusion Strategy to increase SME
lending by more than 500% in the next five years.
While discussing the proposal of One Window
Operation, he said that Government was focused
on clubbing of all Federal Taxes. He said that the
Establishment of Women Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Sialkot had been great news and
assured his all-out help to expedite its approval.

He encouraged the business community to
achieve the target of exports of US$ 6.0 billion in
five years and develop a roadmap whereby exports
of the city could be enhanced to US$ 25.0 billion in
the next ten years. He motivated the business
community to identify the avenues, ascertain the
markets, point out skill development requirements
and advise the Government about the tasks to be
performed and the Government would implement
the things accordingly. He encouraged the
businessmen to invest in the business, generate
employment, enhance exports and contribute to
the economic development of Pakistan. He
concluded with the remarks that Sialkot had a very
important and leading role to play for the
betterment of the economy and the export sector.

VISIT OF TEAM FOUNDATION UNIVERSITY
RAWALPINDI CAMPUS (FURC)

On February 07, 2019 a meeting was held with
delegation from Foundation University Rawalpindi

campus at Sialkot Chamber of Commerce Industry.
Wherein, Mr.Waqgas Akram Awan Senior Vice
President SCCI listened to the progress of Technical
College been made with joint efforts of Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Fauiji
Foundation University to overcome the shortage
pertaining to skilled labor and increase efficiency
of the industry. He stressed on the importance of
such institutes and future of industry associated
with it. Furthermore, he said to sought assistance
from private institutions available within the
vicinity. Col (Rtd). Ameer Haider thanked Senior
Vice President for his time and efforts, he briefed
that scope of courses had been shorten at the
initial stage due to few constraints. He had been
trying to put National Textile University on board in
pursuance to make the project a success story.
However, he highlighted few constraints
pertaining to shortage of Instructors/Lab
assistances who had thorough hand to hand
experience and could illustrate and train the
student with his lifetime experience. Without
support of SCCI the project could not flourish and
its objective could not be materialized, he added.

Senior Vice President assured the delegation to
pledge SCCI full support in overcoming the
shortcomings with a prescribed manner that
would be acceptable to Industry and to Academia
as well. Mr. Syed Ahtesham Mazher Former
President SCCI suggested to make the project
more significant to the candidates coming for
program by offering a sufficient stipend along with
other facilities at the campus. He further added few
recommendations that were in favor of the
industry and the individuals participating as
Instructors. The meeting was concluded on a
pragmatic note to engage all stake holders to
overcome shortcomings and holistically move
ahead to make it a win-win situation for Academia
and the Sialkot Industry.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
EVENT MANAGEMENT & LIAISON

Meeting of Departmental Committee on Event
Management & Liaison was held on February 08,
2019 under the leadership of Mian Khalil Ahmed.
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He welcomed the members and shared that a
company M/S SFA Connection was organizing an
informative session on E-Commerce & Online
Business for the SMEs of Sialkot. He told about all
the expenses and fees for the participants and said
that the Committee should encourage such
activities as such seminars would be beneficial for
the SMEs of Sialkot. He elaborated the significance
of the topic and encouraged the members to
participate in the said seminar. Furthermore, he
said that “Saith Muhammad Igbal Excellence
Awards” would be organized in this tenure to
present gratitude to him as well as to all past
presidents of SCCL. He shared the theme of the said
Awards and shared that it would be continued to
motivate and encouraged the famous doctors,
social workers, professors and many other
personals of the city.

ot

{1
He further mentioned that an Award Ceremony
“Best Achievement Award 2015" was held at
President House, Islamabad; awards were
presented to the exporters for their extra ordinary
performances in manufacturing & export sectors.
Such events should be continued for the
motivation of Sialkot Industry. He announced that
the SCCI Departmental Committee on Sports
Activities had been announced that “Spring
Festival” would be organizing on March 23,2019 at
Fatima Jinah Park. All the members appreciated the
discussions held in the meeting and endorsed the
discussed points.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

SIE/ EPZ/SMALL INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS

On February 9, 2019, a meeting of Departmental
Committee on SIE/EPZ/ Small Industrial Clusters

was held at Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. Dr. Muhammad Aslam Dar Chairman
Committee discussed issues pertaining to notices
issued by Punjab Small Industry Corporation (PSCI)
to implement due orders of Honorable High Court
Lahore of charging additional deposits Rs. 42,000/-
per kanal from allottees of Sialkot Export
Processing Zone (SEPZ), that had been
categorically denied by the Committee and
asserted that such inappropriate charges would
further burden the SME's at large. In addition,
Mr.Waqas Akram Awan Senior Vice President SCCI
highlighted that such deposit must be catered
from the allotment funds deposited by allotees at
time of allotment. Moreover, He further said that
PSIC has not been in the position to facilitate the
members due to non-availability of funds.
However, he added that in last meeting of SCCI
with Chairman PSIC Mr. Riaz Hameed Choudhry, it
was decided that to move the matter forward
amicably, Chamber would ask their members to
deposit Rs. 25,000/- per kanal subject to the credit
of the same gradually out of transfer fee of SEPZ
collected by PSIC.

Furthermore, the Committee highlighted the issue
pertaining to Small Industrial Estate and Sialkot
Export Processing Zone in the meeting. Wherein,
Mr. Jahangir Igbal told that PC-1 i.e. proposal for
upgradation of Infrastructure and Provision of
Missing Facilities in SIE-II and III (SEPZ) Sambrial
with due endorsement of the Managing Director
PSIC had been submitted to competent authorities
for approval. Chairman committee appreciated the
constructive move of the PSIC, and wished that the
matters would turn out in favor of the business
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community.

The meeting was concluded with deliberated
understanding to encourage cooperation of SCCI
with PSIC in due favor of the Industry and
escalating matter pertaining to SIE -1l and III (SEPZ),
whereas SCCI would be taken as integral part in the
process of formulating policies for scheme.
Furthermore, in future both parties would oversee
the implementation of the scheme as well as to
watch over the allotment process.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
MARTIAL ARTS/FITNESS

_ = -5

Meeting of Departmental Committee on Martial
Arts/Fitness was held on February 11, 2019; Dr.
Muhammad Jahangir Igbal (Chairman) welcomed
the members, told about the Sialkot Chamber and
encouraged them for their collective efforts for
business/trade development. Technology became
the dire need of industrial development; He
proposed to develop a dedicated website for
Martial Arts Industry to register all the authentic
manufacturers of Martial Arts Industry on that
website. That proposed portal would be a source
to provide collective data of manufacturers/
suppliers of Martial Arts Uniform & Accessories to
the international buyer. Secondly, he proposed to
utilize the EPZ and its facilitation for establishing a
“Material Bank” for Sialkot martial Arts Industry;
through Material Bank, the quality raw-material
would be imported in bulk and supply to the
industry with nominal prices. Furthermore,
Shortage of skilled labor in Industry was a serious
concern; Sialkot Chamber had always been
focused on thatissue and efforts had been made in
collaboration of different institutions like TEVTA,
NAVTTC etc. to address the industry's demands

e B : )

regarding required skills. He also proposed that an
international level "World Championship Event”
along with an Exhibition should be organized in
Sialkot to promote the Martial Arts Industry.

Members appreciated the Chairman Committee
for his ideas and shared their concerns regarding
website development. Malpractices by the Sialkot
Martial Arts industry had also been discussed. It
was recommended that working should be done
on all aspects regarding data compilation, IT,
System, Governing body, criteria, SEOs and
objectives of the said website. It was stressed that
the industrial demand for certain materials should
be assessed first; list of required materials should
be finalized for Material Bank. On the other hand, it
was suggested that a meeting should be called
with TEVTA to discuss the issues and to
communicate the required skills for designing the
courses. In this regard, it was also feasible for the
firms to nominate their skilled workers to visit
TEVTA once in a week or month for sharing their
knowledge to the newcomers. Furthermore,
members endorsed the idea to organize proposed
“World Championship Event” but there were many
concerns (finances, security etc.) which should be
considered first. It was decided that Committee
would work on that agenda points for fruitful
results and overall industrial growth.

TRAINING WORKSHOP ON “OCCUPATIONAL

SAFETY, HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT
MANAGEMENT”

Training Workshop on “Occupational Safety,
Health and Environment Management” was held
on February 12, 2019. Mr. Syed Ahtesham Mazhar,
Chairman, Departmental Committee on
Environmental Protection, welcomed Dr. Mohsin
Abbas, Ph.D. Environmental Sciences
(Occupational Hygiene), other guests and
members.

Dr. Mohsin Abbas thanked and said that OSHE
concerns were being widely recognized and
adopted and there had been need to sensitize both
employer and the employee on safety and health
related issues of the workplace. He apprised that
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ILO had reported in 2017 that one worker had died
and 153 injured as a result of work-related accident
or disease after every 15 seconds during the earlier
year. He briefed the house about legislative
framework and policy making in Pakistan on
Occupational Safety, Health and Environment
(OSHE) issues and apprised that following
legislations had been in force in Pakistan; Factories
Act 1934, Shops and Establishments Ordinance
1969, Mines Act, 1923, Laws on Elimination of Child
Labour, Workmen Compensation Act 1923, Sindh
Occupational Safety and Health Bill, 2017 and
Punjab Occupational Safety and Health Bill, 2019.
He explained the phenomenon and factors
resulting in the industrial accidents and explained
how distraction, unfamiliarity with the process or
environment, tiredness, complacency and hurry
could contribute to occurrence of an accident. He
further elaborated causes of industrial accidents.

Speaker stated that safety and health of a worker
would be more important than pursuance of any
other objective of the undertaking; hence, efficient
and safe working environment should be ensured
at all times to mitigate risk of an industrial accident
to preserve precious human life and health. He
stated that following measures could be adopted
for development of safe working environment;
Training of workers, Finding problems and
improving over time, providing protective shields
against excessive exposure and Provision of
medical kits at the workplace. He shared ILO's
Guidelines on Occupational Safety and Health
Management System. He elaborated SAFETY Tips
for the employers & employees and management
responsibilities in said regard.

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON SURGICAL/
VETERINARY/PERSONAL CARE INDUSTRY

Meeting of Departmental Committee on
Surgical/Veterinary/Personal Care Industry was
held on February 12, 2019. Mr. Ikram-ul-Haq,
Chairman welcomed the members and shared the
feedback of SCCI's working on the Opportunities of
Joint Ventures with Foreign Companies. He told
about the efforts of Mr. Khawaja Masud Akhtar
towards his aim that technology should be

brought in Industry. Sialkot Surgical Industry
should have to diversify their products and add
new technology-based goods in their product
portfolio. He shared that the effort of SCCI was
continued and several meeting with different
Embassies (e.g. China, Japan, Brazil, Italy, South
Korea, and Czech Republic etc.) had been
conducted. He told that the idea of 'Joint Ventures'
was envisioned with the aim to utilize the Sialkot
Export Processing Zone (EPZ) for the said cause;
because many facilities were providing to such
zones by the Government in order to promote the
trade. He also applauded the current Government
as several meetings of SCCI Delegation were held
with different Ministers to share the Industrial
issues.

It was also discussed to establish a company as a
"Commercial Warehouse of Raw-Materials” for
Sialkot Surgical Industry; members of Surgical
Committee were pooled up their capital and form a
Company in EPZ to act as a Commercial
Warehouse, import materials and sell it to the
Sialkot Industry. Furthermore, he shared about “EU
Medical Devices Regulations (MDR) 2017/745" and
said that it would be mandatory for the exports of
medical devices to Europe. It was recommended
that a seminar for the general awareness of Sialkot
Surgical Industry should be conducted in this
month. Requirements and importance of
Accredited Lab for the Industry was also discussed,
as it was a large scale project and this could be
done by the Government for facilitating the
industry. Shared the information about FY
Industries Pvt. Ltd. Pakistan was a Chinese
Company working in Lahore to supply surgical
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related raw-material. He Proposed to invite the
representative of FY Industries Pvt. Ltd. in the said
“Seminar on MDR & HR Management” to share
their details.

Members appreciated the Chairman and Mr. Zahid
Latif Malik shared the effort that SCCI was
collaborating with Fuji Foundation to establish a
training institute, where the new courses offered to
educate the skills as per Industrial demand. He
encouraged all the members to contribute &
support the said project with open heart as this
was started for the survival of Industry.

VISIT OF DR. YASMEEN RASHID, PROVINCIAL
MINISTER OF PUNJAB FOR PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY HEALTHCARE

On February 19, 2019 Dr. Yasmeen Rashid,
Provincial Minister of Punjab for primary and
Secondary Healthcare visited Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce & Industry. Mr. Wagas Akram Awan,
Senior Vice President Sialkot Chamber welcomed
Dr. Yasmeen Rashid and appreciated revolutionary
initiatives in the health sector like Issuance of
Health Card initially in 8 districts of Southern
Punjab and upgradation of Basic Health Units. He
mentioned Sialkot Chamber's efforts to facilitate
the business community of Sialkot and welfare of
civil society as well. He briefed that Medical
Superintendents of hospitals of Sialkot were
invited to discuss issues of the hospitals. He
requested to take necessary measures for approval
of PC-1 of a new hospital in the name of “Missing
Specialties at DHQ Hospital”. He mentioned that
enough Dispensers were not available in the
remote area villages. She replied that new staff has
been appointed in all BHUs and after this

workforce would also be appointed in
Dispensaries.

Dr. Yasmeen Rashid, Provincial Minister of Punjab
for primary and Secondary Healthcare informed
that Prime Minister Health Scheme would be
launched on February 22, 2019, initially in 8
districts and later would be extended to 36 Districts
of Punjab. Health Card would be issued to 7.2
million families, each card offered the value of 7 lac
20 thousand to treat the patients anywhere in the
country. Medical services were not being provided
at Basic Health Units because of non-availability of
Doctors, It led to overloaded hospitals in urban
areas. She mentioned that 6800 new Doctors and
nurses have been appointed in Basic Health Unites
all over Punjab. Rural health centers would be
transformed into 24 hours of available emergency
health centers. Provincial Health Department has
been spending about Rs. 235 billion in the health
sector. She shared that skilled birth attendants
would be appointed in Basic Health Units to reduce
the infant death ratio. The normal delivery patients
would not be entertained in hospitals and must be
facilitated in basic health units. The complicated
delivery cases would be referred to the hospitals
for cesarean in ambulances of BHUs. Nursery for
child care would be established in rural Health
Centers. She mentioned her vi sit to Civil Hospital
Sialkot and said the workload Olﬁospital exhibited

that the hospital was working appropriately.
VISIT OF MR. IMRAN SAHI,

GENERAL MANAGER SNGPL, SIALKOT

On February 19, 2019 Mr. Imran Sahi, General
Manager SNGPL, Sialkot visited Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce & Industry. Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Butt,
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Chairman Departmental Committee on Sui Gas
warmly welcomed the Honorable guest Mr. Imran
Sahi, General Manager SNGPL, Sialkot. Mr. Amer
Hamid Bhatti mentioned the cordial relations
between SNGPL and members of this Chamber and
hoped that Mr. Imran Sahi would also extend all

possible cooperation with the Sialkot Chamber. He §

also highlighted the current issue of an increase of
price more than 70% in Sui Gas bills and stressed
that it should be revived. Chairman Committee

highlighted the issue of road digging by SNGPL §
Staff around Khadim Ali Road and Capital Road. He |

stressed upon SNGPL staff to restore afterward
immediately. Chairman Committee handed over
the pending complaints of the members of Sialkot
Chamber.

Mr. Imran Sahi, General Manager SNGPL, Sialkot
thanked the Chairman Sui Gas Committee of this
Chamber and Vice President SCCI for his warm
welcome. He assured his full cooperation to
members of SCCIL Regarding 70% increase in prices
of Sui Gas he shared that as per his information
government would restore the rates on previous
position. Regarding Digging issue, he assured that
he would instruct the SNGPL Staff to restore the
roads immediately. Regarding pending application
of Connection of Shaheedan Janazgah he said that
he would issue its demand Notice as special code of
SNGPL for such applications. In the end Mr. Imran
Sahi assured that he will always remain available to
hear and resolution of issues/complaints of the
members of Sialkot Chamber related to SNGPL on
priority basis.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE
ON WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

.‘. b LS :
Meeting of Departmental Committee on Women
Entrepreneurs was held on February 22, 2019. Dr.
Mariam Nouman, Chairperson welcomed the
members and told about Baidarie Sialkot. She
appreciated Mr. Arshad Mehmood Mirza, Executive
Director for his efforts. She shared the idea of
“WRC's Outreach Program” and suggested that the
women working under the project of Baidarie
would get registered in Sialkot Chamber and under
Women Resource Centre of the Chamber;
therefore, a wider platform could be provided to
them for their growth and exposure. She also
shared about MDF and a meeting with its Team; it
was an Australia's flagship private sector
development programme; a proposal by SCCI to
create training facilities for women workers in
different schools & institutions with collaboration
of MDF was shared. She also told that WRC was
planning to arrange an event at SCCI to celebrate
“International Women's Day” in the month of
March. It was planned that any Female Minister
would be invited as a chief guest for the event.
Such events should be organized to highlight the
performance and achievements of Sialkot industry
as well as the women entrepreneurs. She
emphasized that members should be consistent
with the Chamber to learn, grow and to serve the
newcomers. She encouraged that there was no
shortcut of success, people should effort
continuously for achieving their goals.

Mr. Arshad Mehmood Mirza told about his
Organization; shared the details of different
projects had done by Baidarie for urban & rural
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women especially regarding skills trainings, health
facilities and increasing entrepreneurship. He
shared the decreasing voter turnover by females in
elections, even large number of rural women had
not registered under NADRA and having no CNIC
numbers for vote casting. Baidarie Sialkot had done
a project in different rural area to get registered
those women under NADRA for their national
identity. Women in society were also facing the
serious issue regarding gender discrimination and
violence. Furthermore, Mr. Muhammad Sarfraz
Butt, Chairman Departmental Committee on Fairs
& Exhibitions/ Delegation shared that he was
working for the Women Specific Trade Delegation
to Turkey. He told that he had received the
confirmation from TDAP for approval of the said
delegation and he announced that the said
delegation would be executed in April 2019.

MEETING OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
MEMBERSHIP BYE-LAWS

A Meeting Of Departmental Committee on
Membership Bye-Laws was held on 26.02.2019. Mr.
Waqgas Akram Awan, Chairman Departmental
Committee on Membership Bye-Laws and Senior
Vice President welcomed the Committee members
in the meeting and thanked them for attending the
meeting.

The newly registered firms were put up to
Committee for approval. The Committee, after
through checking of documents approved the
following firms:-

Associate Class (372)

A-43847to 44219

Corporate Class (02)
C-3253toC-3254
A firm (A-42786) was deferred due to the reason

that the current & permanent address on CNIC of
the proprietor was District Multan and the applicant
had not submitted proper proof of given address of
Sialkot. As the applicant had submitted proof of
given address, the Committee recommended to
approve the membership.
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Abdul Rauf, Incharge Publication
The Sialkot Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Shahra-e-Aiwan-e-Sanat-o-Tijarat, Sialkot
Mob: 0300-6436838, Ph: 052-4261881-82-83

JOB OPPORTUNITY

(1) Merchandiser/Marketing Manager

- Gender: Male
- Minimum Experience: 5-6 yearsin

well known company.

- Should have Good Experience in
Motorbike/Semi Motorbike Textile,
Leather Garments marketing.

Contact Person
Mr. Umar Ghumman
0307-6122680
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“WOMEN TRAINING CUM WORK CENTERS”

Report: SCCI Women Resource Center

role and facilitation to its members, is actively

involved in the promotion of Women
Entrepreneurs and is a strong advocate of Women
Empowerment. To support the vision in practical terms,
a dedicated Women Resource Center (WRC) has been
working & providing full support and assistance to the
existing as well as upcoming Women Entrepreneurs.
WRC believes in creating an environment that is
conducive to working women at every level. Its
foremost goal is to increase women participation in the
commercial sector as it is not only important for their
lives but also significant for our country's economic
success.

Sialkot Chamber, apart from its Export Promotion

In this regard, WRC is also in liaison with Baidarie,
Sialkot to approach the rural women of the city who are

group of rural women of Union Council Roras, Tehsil
District Sialkot. With a demonstrated-focus on
community-led and demand-driven approach, the
organization carries out its operations without having
religious, lingual, political, and social or any other
discrimination.

. Mr. Arshid Mehmood Mirza shared about the different

projects for women empowerment, Health & Hygiene
facilities for women, Protection of the Rights of Women
Workers, ending violence against Women, increase
literacy ratio in rural area, skill development & capacity
building etc. had done by this organization with support
& partnership of different foreign, local, government

' and non-governmental bodies. He mentioned the on-

going projects of Baidarie as; Women Entrepreneurship
and Gender-responsive Procurement funded by UN
WOMEN Country office Islamabad, Women
Empowerment Program Phase-Il supported by Adidas,
Women Political Empowerment program in District
Sialkot-Phase-Il supported by NED, Program for
promotion of Gender Equity Empowerment and Justice
funded by Amplify Change and Mirza Ashig Hussain
Memorial Hospital and Maternity Home. All the
projects have satisfactory performance and a
considerable rolein the lives of several families.

struggling and have a passion for their economic ; .

growth. A delegation of female members including Mrs.
Shabnam Asif, Mrs. Azra Sabtain Bukhari, Mrs. Gulzaib
Wagas Awan, Ms. Kinza Nizami, Dr. Neelam Tariq,
representative WRC under the leadership of Dr. Mariam
Nouman (Chairperson WRC) has visited the 'Roras &
Jurian Kalan Villages' with the collaboration of Baidarie,
Sialkot on February 27, 2019. The said delegation has
visited “Haji Ashiq Hussain Mirza Memorial Hospital &
Maternity Home, Roras” a special facility has been
established in Roras Village for females to provide
quality medical services. Mr. Arshid Mehmood Mirza,
Executive Director (Baidarie, Sialkot-Pakistan) assisted
the delegation, shared about the establishment,
functions, and facilities of the hospital and also told
about the significant performance of the hospital in
previous years. He gave a brief presentation on
introduction and working of Baidarie, Sialkot; He told
that Baidarie is a non-government and non-profit civil
society organization which was established in 1993 by a

The women Delegation has visited a 'Women Training
cum Work Center' at Roras Village, which was
established in 2013 and run by Ms. Khalida Latief,
Center Incharge. Currently, almost 15 women are
working over there. This Center has trained 270 Women
and most of them are independently working at their
homes or in different factories as trained labor. Ms.
Khalida Latief shared the story of her struggle to learn
various skills and establish the 'Women Training cum
Work Center' to train more females and to work with
Industry. This Center is a source of training as well as
earning for many families; female workers learn
different types of stitching skills (Protecting Gloves
stitching, Karate Belt Stitching, boxing related
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accessories etc.) and they are also working as paid
employees for Industrial orders.

=

The Delegation has also visited another Center “Roshni
Group” at Jaurian Kalan. Ms. Samina, Center Incharge
gave her presentation on its formation, activities and
their entrepreneurial journey. She told that they were
12 female members of the group and were working for
their better livelihood. She told about her workers as
they were jobless and surviving through abject poverty.
She appreciated and thanked Baidarie, Sialkot for their
support. She shared her journey to learn different skills
and develop Training cum Work Center, received work
orders from different factories and produced different
products (boxing gloves, karate belt, and many other
products) for them. Females have presented their

products including above-mentioned items as well as
the handmade items.

Dr. Mariam Nouman, Chairperson WRC appreciated
Baidarie, Sialkot for its remarkable services & projects
for deprived part of society. She appraised the women
workers for their incredible efforts to uplift their living
standards. She encouraged them to work hard and
polish their skills to get more opportunities. She urged
those workers to work equally with their men for their
families and children. She further emphasized that the
society could be improved economically and morally
through capacity building as well as increasing
employment opportunities for all; for this purpose, it
would be necessary to connect the rural and urban
areas through different organizations so that more
skilled labor could produce for Industry.

She announced that WRC would initiate “Women
Resource Center - Outreach Programme” to register the
rural working women in WRC; therefore, WRC could
connect these trained females with Sialkot Industry for
more work opportunities. She also announced that an
event would be organized at SCCI to celebrate
“International Women's Day” in the month of March
and WRC would welcome to host all these courageous
female workers at SCCI for the said event.
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18 Fortnightly Bulletin

BILATERAL TRADE BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND SAUDI ARABIA

SPORTS GOODS ol Sy shugS SPORTS WEARS 723 =) 57
e Pakistan [Saudi Arabia
Codes pescrption 2017 2017 HS Description EXE:Lt;ito fl,:::,o::,se
950640 |Articles & equipment for table tennis 0 01 Codes Arabia World
950651 |Lawn tennis rackets 0 00 2017 2017
950659 [Squash Rackets 0 16 611211 |Track suits (cotton/knitted) 0 01
950662 |Inflatable balls 1 08 611212 | Track suits (synthetic fiber/knitted) 0 01
950669 |Balls nes 0 03 611241 |Female swimwear of synthetic fibreg 0 02
950699 |Bladders & covers o 34 610510 |Polo shirts (cotton/knitted) 0 14
— 1 62 Total 00 18
e CUTLERY & CROKERY S!S/ s K5
olelw )')‘,gwjﬁﬁ ) )}'\s HS
GLOVES & PREOTECTIVE EQUIPMENT Codes Description 2017 2017
HS 821191 |Table knives 0 02
Codes Description 2017 | 2017 761510 |Table, kitchen articles 3 81
420321 |Special Sports 01 01 821520 |Other sets of assorted articles 0 07
611610 |Gloves, Rubber knitted 01 07 821599 |Spoons, forks 0 13
611692 |Mittens and Mitts, nes, of cotton, knitted 00 05 Total 3 102
611693 | Mittens & mitts, nes, of synthetic fibres 00 02 BADGES =
621600 |Gloves mittens 00 05 Hs
Total 02 20 Codes Description 2017 2017
SURGICAL INSTRUMENT ™'~ <7 280710} Woven bad 2 >
581010 |[Embriodery without visible ground 0 02
HS i 581092 [Embriodey of man made fiber 0 01
Codes D B 2017 | 2017 581099 |Embriodery of other textile materials| 0 00
821300 |Scissors, tailors shears 1 04 Total 0 04
821420 |Manicure or pedicure 0 05 o N
901831 |Syringes o o MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS (& S
901839 |Suction catheter 0 146 HS
901849 |Dental instruments 0 42 Codes DESERIREIOn “odkd —e
901290 |Anesthesia Apparatus 2 419 920590 |Other wind instruments 0 01
902300 |Instruments, models for demonstation| 0 470 920600 |Percussion musical inst. o B
820320 |Pliers, pincers,Tweezers 0 07 LSO gt T A TS 0 L0
821192 |Other knives 0 04 920110 |upright pianos 0 00
Total 3 1144 920120 |Grand pianos 0 01
920290 |String musical instruments nes 0 01
SHOES & SADDLERY ‘SJJi:" i’%‘ By 920210 |other string instruments 0 00
HS 920930 |Musical instr. Strings 0 00
Codes Description 2017 | 2017 Total 0 04
640411 |Canvess or Textile footweares rubber sole 0 81 LEATHER PRODUCTS CJ\&M g_; 4}0-?
640419 |Footwear with outer soles of rubber/plastics| 0 155 HS
640320 |leather footwears with PU/PVC/TPR upper 1 0 Codes Description 2017 2017
640299 |Synthetic footwears PU/PVC/Rubber sole 0 150 420100 |Saddlery & harness 0 01
830249 |Base metal mountings, similar, articles 0 49 420310 |Jackets 0 02
732690 |Articles of iron or steel 0 205 420330 | Belts & bandolie 0 08
820559 |Hand tools, incl. glaziers' diamonds, 0 20 640411 [sports wear 0 80
640391 |Footwear with outer soles of Rubber etc,| 0 30 640419 | Footwear with outer Soles of Rubber 0 180
Total 1 890 640510 |Footwear 0 02
Refiitecom | Total 0 273
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IMPORTANT CONTACT

SAUDI ARABIAN EMBASSY IN ISLAMABAD,
Ambassador: Mr. Nawaf Bin Saeed Al Malki

Address: 14 North Service Road, Diplomatic Enclave G-4,
Islamabad, Tel: 051-2600900/1 ,Fax:051-227 8816
Email: pkemb@mofa.gov.sa

Web: embassies.mofa.gov.sa/sites/Pakistan

PAKISTANI EMBASSY IN RIYADH,SAUDI ARABIA
Ambassador: Mr. Raja Ali Ejaz

Address: Diplomatic Quarters, P.O. Box 94007, Riyadh
11693, Saudi Arabia, Tel#: (+966) 114887272, (+966) 11 488
4111, Fax: (+966) 114887953

Email: pwfc.pakistan@gmail.com

Web: pakembassyksa.com

INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIRS AND
EXHIBITION

Jeddah International Trade Fair

Dates: 18-20 Dec 2019

Products: Machinery, Consumer Goods, Clothing, Leather
Goods, Fashion Accessories, Giftware and Textiles.

Venue: Jeddah Center for Forums and Events, Jeddah, KSA
Web: www.jitf-arabia.com

Beautyworld Saudi Arabia

Dates: 27 - 29 October, 2019

Products: Beauty Instruments

Venue: Jeddah Center for Forums and Events, Jeddah, KSA
Web: /www.beautyworldksa.com

Saudi International Dental Conference

Dates: 12-14 Jan 2019

Venue: The Ritz-Carlton Riyadh, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Products: Dental Instruments

Web: http://sidc.org.sa
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS (2017)

GDP $1.775 Trillion (Purchasing Power Parity)

GDP -0.9% (Real Growth Rate)

GDP $54,500 (Per Capita (PPP)

GDP- Agriculture: 2.6%

composition, | Industry: 44.2%

by sector of Services: 53.2%

origin

Inflation Rate | -0.9% (consumer prices)

Agriculture Wheat, barley, tomatoes, melons, dates,

Products citrus; mutton, chickens, eggs, milk

Industries crude oil production, petroleum
refining, basic petrochemicals,
ammonia, industrial gases, sodium
hydroxide (caustic soda), cement,
fertilizer, plastics, metals, commercial
ship repair, commercial aircraft repair,
construction

Industrial -2.4%

growth rate

Exports $221.1 billion

Exports - petroleum and petroleum products 90%

commodities

Exports - Japan 12.2%, China 11.7%, South Korea

partners 9%, India 8.9%, US 8.3%, UAE 6.7%,
Singapore 4.2%

Imports $119.3 billion

Imports - machinery and equipment, foodstuffs,

commodities | chemicals, motor vehicles, textiles

Imports - China 15.4%, US 13.6%, UAE 6.5%,

partners Germany 5.8%, Japan 4.1%, India 4.1%,
South Korea 4%
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MAKE WORK ELASSY

Make your workspace classy with this craftily designed
desk. Adorned with Jacobean finish on mahogany wood,
it has just the right mix of charisma and practicality
needed for an elegant look.

+ Solid mahogany wood and particle board structure
+ Desktop covered with black leatheratte and mahogany veneer
+ Edging designed with mahogany wood

1st Floor CSD Super Mall, Tariq Road , Silakot Cantt. | Cell: 0322-4238620
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1,497,000

Rs. 12,99,000*

Easy Instalment
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24 Months Instalment
plan at 0% Mark-up
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Rs. 2,43,000*
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STALLIONIMOTORS MOTORS MOTORS
4 Km, Daska Road, Sialkot. SRhC'kQ"QC":'Ih Rc?ad' Opp Near Bypass Chowk
Sales: 03111 786 777 0“9,3"5 e"l g.‘;“”ers Sialkot Road, Pasrur.
Sales: 0310 777 0023 arowat L1ty.

Sales: 0310 777 0017 Sales: 0344 3 786 777 Sales: 0344 5786 777



